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THE 
PREFACE. 


HE editor of the following fheets 

has ſelected from our moſt admirea 
Engliſh authors, and the beſt tranſſa- 
tion we have of the Claſſus and the 
French writers, a ſeries of letters, | 
which he apprehends will be nat -only + 
uſeful to our youth of both ſexes, but 
alſo afford fome entertainment ta thoſe, 
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of age and experience: more eſpecially 
as he has been particularly careful to 
ſelect thoſe Letters that are eſteemed for 
their natural eaſe and elegance of flyle, 
or that are replete with ſentiment, and 
fraught with the knowledge of mankind. 
Beſides, the young fludent has here, for 
his practice and improvement, many ex- 
amples from great men in view, all of 
them good, though not equally ſo, and he 
may form his flyle and manner upon the 
model of that author who pleaſes him 


bet. 


To render this volume of letters the 
more complete, and that ther: may be 
ſomething ſaid ſuitable te every circum- 
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flance m life, the author bas added a 
great number of origmal letters, moſtly 
his own, and wrote for this purpoſey 
which he hopes will be faund uſeful to 
the reader, 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR 
EPISTOLARY WRITING. 


N O take up the reader's time in 
* expatiating on the neceſſity of 

T teaching youth to write letters, 

| * would be abſurd and ridiculous; 
. NN o its uſefulneſs is allowed on all 
| hands; for epiſtolary writing 


enters ſo much into the common concerns of 


life, that there is no doing without it. Ou 
buſineſs, therefore, is to point out to the rea» 
der the method by which a proficiency in this 
art may be beſt obtained : and that is, by 


imitating very frequent, and with due atten 
e 


tion, the letters of thoſe who have heen moſt 
celebrated and diſtinguiſhed for this ſpecies of 
writing. In conformity to this opinion, we 
have ſelected, from our moſt admired writers, 
this little volume, as ſo many examples for 


the young ſtudent's poet and improvement: 


among 
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among theſe, he will allo find original letters 
on various ſubjects which however inferior to 
the reſt in point of ſtyle and ſentiment, will be 
found uſeful to the youth of both fexes, who 
may, perhape, be glad to know how others 
have handled the ſubjects about which they 
have occaſion to write. 


Beſides this hook, the young ſtudent would 


do well to read fuch authors as may tend to 
form his ſtyle, and thoſe eſpecially are to be 
ſelected for the purpoſe, that are remarkable 
for their purity of language, and elegant ea- 
fines of expreſſion, We have had ſeveral 
works of this kind publiſhed lately, which 
juitly deſerves the rgader's conſideration, and 
among the reſt, duc regard, I think, ſhould 
be paid to the Jetters that bear the name of 
Fitgoſburn, to thoſe between Mr. Pope and 
his friends that are written on familiar ſub- 
jects, and to the tranſlations we have lately 
had of the epiſtles of Cicero and Pliny. But 
above all, let me recommend the SpeAaters 
to his frequent peruſal, 

Faſe, elegance, perſpicuity and correctneſs 
are admirably blended in the eſſays of Mr. 
44difer; and, after reading this little book, 
dad thoſe I have mentioned, nothing, per- 
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haps, can be recommended to young perſons, 
that is lo likely to poliſh their ſtyle, as his 
pieces that are ſcattered through the ſeveral 
volumes of the Spec/ators, and marked at the 
bottom with ſome one of theſe letters—C. L. 
I. O. There is a happineſs in Mr. Addiſon's 
manner, that 1s not to be deſcribed, but 
which, perhaps, may be attained, by making 
him your conſtant companion. 

Thoſe who keep polite company acquire, 
a3 it were naturally, an air of politeneſs. They 
ſpeak correctly, and with a becoming bold- 
vels, eate and freedom: and fo it is in writ- 
ing; thole who conltantly read polite, correct, 
and elegant authors, will acquire not only 
their manner of expreſhon, but, in ſome 
meaſure, their manner of thinking; and not- 
withſtanding the numerous tracts that have 
been written on flyle, there is in reality no 
acquiring a good one, by any rules whatever, 
nor is it to be obtained in any other manner, 
than by converſing with polite company, who 
ſpeak correctly, and by frequently reading the 
beſt authors. Read, therefore, Mr. Addifor 
again and again; make him your conſtant 
companion ; and never leave him, till you 
have obtainzd a due portion of his elegance 
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and eaſe. And though ſome of his eſſays, 
thoſe eſpecially on the pleaſures of imagina- 
tion, and the fubject of criticiſm, are wrote in 
a more elevated ſtyle, than the familiarity of 
an epiſtle will admit of, yet there are others in 
abundance, which, though replete with cha- 
racer, and charged with the manners and 
humours of mankind, are nevertheleſs as fa- 
miliar and eaſy, as if wrote from one friend 
to another, about any matter of the leaſt 
concern.” The following account of the be- 
haviour of Sir Roger de Coverly at church, is, 
J think, a proof of what I have aſſerted, and 
may ſerve as an example of his manner of 
writing: 
« I am always very well pleaſed with a 
country Sunday, and think, if keeping holy 
the ſeventh day were only a human inſtitution, 
it would be the beſt method tſtat could have 
been thought of for the poliſtung and civiliz- 
ing of mankind. It is certain, the country 
people would ſoon degenerate into a kind of 
"ſavages and barbarians, were there not ſuch 
irequent returns of a ſtated time, in which the 
vbole village meet together with their beſt faces 
. awd in their cleanlieſt hahits, to converſe with 
one another, upon different ſubjects, wy 
telt 
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their duties explained to them, and join to- 
gether in adoration of the Supreme Being. 
Sunday clears away the ruſt of the whole 
week, not only as it refreſhes in their minds 
the notions | religion, but as it puts both 
ſexes upon appearing in their moſt agreeable 
forms, and exerting all ſuch qualities as are 
apt to give them a figure in the eye of the 
village. A country fellow diſtinguiſhes him · 
ſelf as much in the church-yard, as a citizen 
does upon the Exchange, the whole pariſh« 
politics being generally diſcuſſed in that place, 
either after ſermon, or before the bell rings. 
„ My triend, Sir ROGER, being a good 
church-man, has beautified the inſide of his 
church with ſeveral texts of his own chuſing. 
He has likewiſe given an handſome pulpit- 
cloth, and railed in the commumon-table at 
his own expence. He has often told me, that 
at his coming to his eftate, he found his pa- 
riſnioners very irregular z and that in order to 
make them kneel and join in the reſponſes, he 
gave every one of them a haſſock and a 
common-prayer-book ; and at the ſame time 
employed an itinerant ſinging-maſter, who 
goes about the country for that purpoſe, to 
mſtruft them rightly in the tunes of the 
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Pialms : upon which they now very much 
value themlelves, and indeed out-do moſt of 
the country churches that I have ever heard, 
As Sir RoGER is landlord to the whole 
congregation, he keeps them in very good 
order, and will ſuffer no body to (leep in it 
beſides himſelf; for if by chance he has been 
furprized into a ſhort nap at ſermon, upon 
recovering out of it, he ftands up, and looks 
about him, and if he fees any body elſe nod- 
ding, either wakes them himſelf, or {ends his 
ſervants to them. Several other of the old 
knights particularities break ont upon theſe 
occaſions. Sometimes he will be lengtlien- 
ing out a verſe in the finging-pſalms, half 4 
minute after the reſt of the congregation have 
done with it; ſometimes when he is pleated 
with the matter of his devotion, he pronovunces 
Amen, three or four times to the (ame prayer; 
and ſometimes ftands up,' when every body 
elſe is upon their knees, to count the congre- 
tion, or ſee if any of his tenants are miſſing. 
2 yelterday very much ſurprized to 
hear my old friend, in the midſt of the ſer- 
vice, calling out to one Jahn Matthews, to 
mind what he was about, and not diſturb the 
eongregation, This John Maithervs, it feems, 
13 
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is remarkable for being an idle fellow, and; 
at that time, was kicking his heels for his di- 
verſion. This authority of the knight, though 
exerted in that odd manner which accompa- 
nies him in all circumſtances of life, has 2 
very good effect upon the pariſh, who are not 
olite enough to ſee any thing ridiculous in 
bis behaviour j beſides that; the general good 
ſenſe, and worthineſs of his character, makes 
his friends obſerve theſe little ſingularities, as 
foils that rather ſet off than blemiſh his good 
qualities ; 
« As ſoon as the ſermon is finiſhed, o 
body preſumes to ſtir, till Sir Roc ER is gone 
out of the church. The knight walks down 
from his ſeat in the charice}, between a double 
row of his tenants, that ſtand bowing to him: 
on each ſide; ind every now and then, en- 
quires after ſuch a one's wife, or mother, ox 
ſon; or father do, whom he UGrs not ſee it 
church; which is underſtood as a fecret te- 
primand to the perſ6n that is abſent, The 
— has often told me, that upon a cate- 
chiſing day, when Sir ROGER has beer! pleaſed 
with a boy that anſwers well, he kas ordered 
a bible to be given him, next day, for his en- 
souragement ;z and ſometimes accompames it 
B 4 with 
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with a.flitch of bacon to his mother. Sir 
RKoGER has likewiſe added five pounds a year 
to the clerk's place; and that he may encou- 
rage the young fellows to make themſelves 
perfect in the Church-ſervice, has promiſed 
upon the death of the preſent incumbent, who 
is very old, to beſtow it according to merit. 
The fair underſtanding between Sir RoGER 
and his chaplain, and their mutual concur- 
rences in doing good, is the more remarkable, 
becauſe the very next village is famous for the 
differences and contentions that ariſe between 
the Parſon and the 'Squire, who live in a per- 
petual ſtate of war. The Parlon is always 

reaching at the Squire, and the Squire, to 
be revenged on the parſon, never comes to 
church. The Squire has made all his ten- 
ants Atheiſts and tithe- dealers: whilſt the 
parſon inſtructs them every Sunday, in the 
dignity of his order, and inſinuates to them, 
in almoſt every ſermon, that he 1s a better 
man than his patron. In ſhort, matters are 
come to ſuch an extremity, that the Squire 
has not ſaid his prayers either in publick or 
private, this halt year ; and that the parſon 
threatens him, if he does not mend his man- 
ners, to pray for him in the face of the whole 
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congregation. Feuds of this nature, though 

too frequent in the country, are very fatal to 
the ordinary people ; 'who are fo uſed to be 

dazzled with riches, that they pay as much 

deterence to the underſtanding of a man of an 

eſtate, as of a man of learning; and are very 

hardly brought to regard any truth, how im- 

portant ſoever it may be, that 1s preached to 
them, when they know there are ſeveral men 
o five hundred a year, who do not believe 
* 

Now, though there is character, humour, 
and a knowledge of mankind diſplayed in this 
piece, yet every thing is eaſy and elegant, 
gentle and familiar, nor is there a figurative 
expreſſion in the whole eſſay, except clearing 
away the ruſt of the week, and giving them 4 
figure in the eye of the willage ; and thole are 
ſo aptly applied, and fall in fo naturally with 
the tubject, that the ſenſe is as evident, even 
to an illiterate perſon, as if it was conveyed 
in a downright country phraſe. 

But figures are not wholly to be excluded 
from epiſtles any more than —— converſation, 
For they are a ſort of coin, without which, 
the commerce of converſation, cither _— 
or verbal, cannot be carried on. The mo 
Ignorant 
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iznorant people make uſe of figures (though 
unknowingly) in their intercourſe with each 
other, and very often, thoſe of the moſt dig- 
nified kind. Figures are the language of the 
heart, They are a fort of wings, with which 
nature has furniſhed the — to convey 
themſelves the more forcibly, and are there- 
fore not to be ſo ſcrupulouſly avoided, as the 
critics have inſinuated: for the language of 
nature can never be unnatural. 

The objection they would make, ſeems to 
lie here, Fpiſtolary Writing ſhould be as much 
as poſſible like converſation ; for 'tis ſup- 
poſed you are writing thoſe very ſentiments 
to an abſent perſon, cloathed in the ſame, or 
nearly the ſame language, in which you would 
deliver them if he was preſent. Whence it 
will follow; that the ſtyle of a letter, if natu- 
ral, muſt depend on the diſpoſition of mind 
the writer is in, and the ſubje& he is upon. 

Was I writing to a man in the height of 
paſſion, who had done me a great injury, 
nobody, I ſuppoſe, would condemn my letter 
as unnatural, becauſe it contained ſome figu- 
rative expreſſions, which nature herſelf had 
there imprinted to expreſs the violent agitat]- 
on of my mind. Nor would a merchant; 

deeply 
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deeply in love, be condemned, for not writ- 
ing to his miſtreſs in the ſame eaſy, unaffect- 
ing (train, as he wrote to his correſpondent 
tor a few bales of goods : fince, if the miſtreſs 
and correſpondent were both preſent, they 
would be addreſſed in a very different mianner, 
and with a ſtyle not altogether ſimilar: 

But when we are told that Epiffolary Writing 
ſhould be like converſation, we are not to ſup- 
pole that it is the converſation of the illiterate 
and vulgar, but, as much as poſſible, like that 
of the learned and polite ; for it would be in- 
verting the order of things, and debaſing hu- 
man nature, to make the gentleman and 
ſcholar ſpeak and write like the plowman. 

Some critics, while they are intent on lead- 
ing others, »il-ad themſelves. Inſtead of 
ſetting up nature as a ſtandard, they pervert 
her order, and change her courſe, Things 
with them muit have a perpetual ſameneſs, 
and nature is to buckle to the ſturdy precepts 
of Ariftotle and his followers. What a x 5p 
mour have we had about what conſtitutes a 
perfect tragedy, and what invectives have been 
thrown out againſt the tragi-comedies of 
Shakefpeare and others? When, after all, if 
you conſult nature, ſhe will tell you, that, 


theſe 
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theſe laſt are the moſt perfect pictures of hu- 
man life; for we very often hear the feryaats 
merry, when their maſters. are ſad, and fee 
the 2 in tears, while gambols are go- 
ing forward in the kitchen. And in a ſtate 
divided by parties, this will always be the 
cale ; for the downfal of one will prove the 
exaltation of the other. This, however, by 
way of digreſſion.— We ſhall now return 
to our ſubject, give the young ſtudent a few 
general rules, and conclude. 

We have already obſerved, that letter- 
writing is but a ſort of epiſtolary converſation, 
and that you are to write to the perſon abſent, 
in the manner you would ſpeak to him, if 
preſent. The beſt and only way to do this, 
and to avoid being unnatural and affected, is, 
for the writer, after he has duly conſidered 

the ſubject he is upon, and formed the letter 
in his mind, to fit down and write it imme- 
diately, in the words that nature dictates to 
him, neither hunting after elegant phraſes, 
nor cling them, if they naturally occur, 
They miſtake, who ſuppoſe that peripicuity 
depends on expreſſion only; tis rather a cha- 
racter of the thought; for he who thinks 
clearly, will generally write ſo; but if there 


be 
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be a confuſion in the head, perſpicuity will 
never flow from the pen. Accuſtom yourſelf, 
therefore, to think jultly, and then let your 
words follow one another from the pen, as 
they would from your tongue, if you were 
{peaking upon ſome ſubjet, with which you 
were perfectly well acquainted, and to'a per- 
ſon, whole abilities you thought not ſuperior 
to your own,” This fort of confidence pre- 
vents the mind from b-ing diſturbed by chat 
diſhdence which generally attends men of 
merit, and which often oblcures and envelopes 
the rich talents they poſſeſs: for what is done 

with pain, is ſeldom done with grace, 
Though you ought to write down your 
thoughts in the firſt words that occur, I would 
not have you neglett a careful reviſal of them, 
when the whole letter is finzſhed. I fay, 
when your letter is finiſhed , becauſe, was 
you to attempt this ſooner, and offer to ſub- 
{titute one word for another, or vary the phraſe 
in the courſe of your writing, you would pro- 
bably break in upon your thought, loſe the 
beauty of your ſentence, and make that ſtiff, 
affected and obfcare, that would be atherwiſe 
natural, eaſy, and clear, But when you have 
thus penned down your thoughts, it would be 
1pjyGics 
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injuſtice to yourſelf, and an affront to the 
perſon you addreſs, not to reviſe the language, 
and make what alterations are neceſſary. It 
your correſpondent is a perſon of underſtand- 
ing, he will not be diſpleaſed with an eraſe- 
ment, and if there ſhould be too many (which 
cannot be the caſe, if you accuſtom yourſelf 
to this regular manner of deliberately think- 
ing and writing) you may then tranſeribe your 
letter, and ſend a fair copy, which is better 
than expoſing yourſelf, and affronting your 
friend, by x Rings him a bundle of inaccura- 
ies. 
y But as J have already obſerved, there is no 
obtaining a natural, eaſy ſtyle, and a graceful 
manner, either of writing or ſpeaking, but by 
practice; cuſtom overcomes many difficulties. 
—'The young ſtudent, therefore, ſhould in 
this, imitate the rules laid down by the moſt 
eminent painters, and both read ahd write 
ſomething every day, till he has acquired a 
proficiency in the art. Nor peed he ever be 
afraid of writing too well, if what he writes 
is natural, and to the purpoſe. The obfer- 
yation of a certain eminent author, That letters 
ewhbich paſs between familiar friends, if writ- 
zen as they ſhould be, can ſcarce ewar be fit to 
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fre the light, will upon examination be found 


erroneous z for we daily hear gentlemen {ſpeak 
correctly and elegantly in company, upon 
almoſt any ſubject, without the appearance of 
affectation; and is it any matter of wonder, 
that men of great abilities ſhould write in that 
manner? In ſhort, both ſpeaking and writ- 
ing, if a man is not over diffident, and has 


the requiſite talents, may be acquired by prac- 


tice, founded upon a few good rules, to a 
greater degree of perfection and with more 
eaſe than is generally imagined. 

With regard to the manner, form, and 
ſuperſcription of letters, the following rules 
may be obſerved. 

When you write to a perſon of conſequence, 
let it be on gilt paper, and cloſe it in a cover, 
and not write the ſuperſcription on the letter 
itſelf ; unleſs it be to go by the poſt, iu which 
caſe, it will be veceſſary to ſave expence. 

Begin your letter at a good diſtance from 
the top of the paper, and if you have com- 
pliments to ſend to any of the family, or to 
your correſpondent's friends, inſert them in 
the body of the letter, and not in the poſtſcript 
as is too frequently done ; for the placing of 


them there, betrays an inatiention to your 
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friends, and intimates that you had almoſt 
forgot them. 

It is uſual with polite people to ſign their 
names at a conſiderable diſtance from the bot- 
tom of their letter, which is a needleſs and 
uſeleſs compliment; and, as it may expoſe 
the writer to ſome difficulties, I would have 
him avoid it, and ſign his name immediately 
under, and nearly cloſe to the latter part of 
the letter; for when it is {et at fo great a diſ- 
tance, if rhe paper ſhould fall into bad hands, 
that part may be taken off, and a promiflory 
note wrote over the name, and the perſon 
obliged to pay it; for the hand-writing can 
be proved, which ſuppoſes the value received; 
and who, in this caſe, can prove a negative ? 
This caution may likewiſe ſerve for members 
of parliament, who frank letters for their 
friends. 

The firſt letter in any title, as alſo the per- 
ſonal pronoun, if you are writing to any ons 
of eminence and diſtinction, ſhould begin 
with a tapital, 

You ſhould not be too particular in the ſu- 
perſcription of your letters to thoſe who are 
well known, for it is in ſome meaſure *n 
affront, as it ſuppoſes the perſon not to be 
conſpicuous, Theſe 
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Theſe rules 1 thought proper to fix to the 
terms of addreſs, as they have not hitherto 
been taken notice of in any book that I have 
ſeen. The following are what are generally 
inſerted in books of this kind, which, there- 
fore, are here placed in their uſval form. 


How to addreſs perſons of diſtinfion, either 
in wrillug or diſcourſes 
To, the Royal FAMILY. 

Ts the King's molt excellent Majeſty, Sir, 
or, may it plenſe vour Maja. 

To his royal highnets George, Prince of 
Wales, Sir, or, may it pleaſe your royal 
Highneſs. 

In the fame manner to the reſt of the royal 
family; altering the addrefles according to 
the different rank and drgrees of dignity, 


To the NoBiL1TY. 
To his Grace A. Duke of 5. my Lord D. hs 
or, may it pieaſe 2 your Grace, or, your Grace. 
To the moſt honowable G. Lord Marquis 
of H. my Lord Marguiſt, your Lordſhip. 
To the right hon. A. Earl of B. my Lord, 
your Lordſbip. 


To the right hon. C. Lord Wen g. 177 
Cord, your Lor p. 
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To the right hon. E. Lord F. my Lord, 

your Lordſhip. 

The ladies are addreſſed according to the 
rank of their huſbands. 

The ſons of Dukes, Marquiſſes, and the 
eldeſt ſons of Earls, have, by courteſy of Eng- 
land, the title of Lord, and right honourable 5 
and the title of Lady and right honourable is 
given to all their daughters. 

But the youngeſt ſons of Earls, are only 
Bonourable and Efquires. 

The ſons of Viſcounts and Barons are ſtiled 
Eſquires, and honourable, and their daughters 
are directed to, The honourable Mrs. A. B. 
but without any other ſtile 5; and they have 
rank among the firſt gentry, without title, 

The title of honourable is likewiſe conferted 
on certain perſons who have the king's com- 
miſſion, and upon thoſe gentlemen who enjoy 
places of truſt and honour ; and every conſi- 
derable ſervant to the king, upon the civil or 
military liſt, or to any of the royal tamily, is 
ſtiled E/quire, pro tempore 

The title of right honourable is given to no 
Commoners, excepting thofe who are mem- 
bers of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy- 
council, and to the three Lord-mayors, wy 
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London, York, and Dublin, and the Lord» 
provoſt of Edinburgh, during their office. 


To the PARLIAMENT. 

To the right honourable the Lords ſpiritual 
and temporal, in parliament of Great Britain 
allembled, n Lords, or, may it pleaſe your 
Lordſbi ps. | 

To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeſſes in parliament of Great Britain 
allembled, Gentlemen, or, may it pleaſe your 
Honours. 

To the right hynourable C. D. Speaker of 
the honourable houle of Commons, who is 
generally one of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 
privy-council, Sir. 

To the CLERGY, 

To the moſt reverend father in God Tho- 
mas, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, my 
Lord, or, your Grace. 

To the right reverend father in God W. 
Lord Biſhop of S. zzy Lord, your Lordſhip, 

To the nght reverend Lord Biſhop of G. 
Lord almoner to kis Majeſty, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip. 

To the reverend Mr. (or Doctor, if 
the degree of doctor has been taken) A. B. 

C 2 dean 
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dean of C. or archdeacon, or chancellor of D. 
or prebendary, Sc. Mr. Dean, Mr. Archdea- 
con, reverend Sir, &c. 

All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, 
and clergymen of all denominations, are ſtiled 
rewerend. 

To the Officers of his MajgsTY's Houſhold, 

They are for the molt part addretled accord- 
ing to their rank and quality, though ſome- 
times agreeably to the nature of their office, 
_ as, my Lord Stexvard, my Lord Chamberlain, 
My. Vice Chamberlain, &c. and in all fuper- 
{criptions of letters, which relate io gentlemens 
employments, their ſtile of office ſhould never 


be omitted. 


723 the Couuissiox ERS and OFFICERS on 
the GviL Lists. 

To the right honourable R. Earl of G. 
Lord privy-ſeal Lord preſident of the coun- 
cil--Lord great chamberlain— Earl marthal 
of England—His majeſty's principal ſecretaries 
of ſtate, Cc. my Lord, your Lordſbipd. 

To the r.ght honourable the Lords Com- 
miſſioncrs—of the admiralty—of the treaſury 
t trade and plantations, Sc. 22 Lordi, 
your Loris. 
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N. B. If there be a nobleman, or even a 
commoner, who is a privy-counſellor, among 
any ſet of commiſſioners, it will be proper to 
ſtile them collectively right honourable ; the 
uſua] addretis then is your Lordſbtps. 

To the honourable the commiſſioners of his 
majefty's cuſtoms Ditto of the revenue of 
exciſe—Ditto for the duty on ſalt Ditto for 
his majeſty's ſtamp duties Ditto for victual- 
ling his majeſty's navy, Cc. Cc. 


To the Officers of the ARMY and NAVY, 


ln the army, all noblemen are ſtiled accord. 
ing to their rank, to which is added theig 
employ. 

To the honomable A. B. lieutenant- gene- 
ra. Major gencrab-—Brigadier- general of his 
majeſty's forces, Sir, your Honour. 

Jo the right honourable J. earl of S. cap- 
tain of his majeſty's firſt troop of horſe · guards 
Band of gentlemen penfioners—Band of yeo- 
men of the guards,@c. y Lord, your Lordhip. 

All colonels are ſtiled honourable ; and all 
interior officers ſhould have the names of their 
employments ſet firſt; as for example, to 
Major W. C. to Captain T. H. Sc. Sir. 

In the navy, all admirals are ſtiled honours 
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#ble, and noblemen according to quality and 
office, The other officers as in the army. 


To the AMBASSADRY. 


To his excellency Sir A. B. bart. his Bir- 
(annic majeſty's envoy extraordinary, and ple- 
mipotentiary to the Ottoman Porte, Sir, your 
Excellency. 

To his excellency C. D. eſq; ambaſſador 
to his moſt chriſtian majeſty, Sir, your Ex- 
cellency. 

To his excellency the baron de E. his 
Pruſſian majeſty's reſident at the court of 
Great Britain, Sir, your Excellency. 

To ſeignior F. 2 ſecretary from the re- 
publick of Venice at London, Sir. 

To ſeignior H. J. ſecretary from the great 
fluke of Tuſcany at London, Sir. 

To K. L. eiq; his Pritannic majeſty's con- 
Cul at Smyrna, Sir. 


To the JUDGEs and LAWYERS, 
All judges, if privy counſellors, are ſtiled 
ezght honourable ; as for inſtance : 
To the right honourable A. B. lord high 
chancellor of Great Britain, my lord, yew 
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To the right honourable P. V. maſter of 
the Rolls, Sir, your Honour. 

To the right honodrable Sir G. L. bart. 
lord chief juſtice of the king's bench ditto of 
the common pleas, my Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the honourable Sir A. B. lord chief 
baron of the exchequer, Sir, or, may it pleaſe 

you, Sir. 

To the honourable A.D. one of the juſtices 
of the court of—or to judge D. Sir, or, may 
it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To Sir R. D. his majeſty's attorney — ſolli- 
citor or advocate general, Sir. 

All others in the law, according to the of- 
fices and rank they bear, every barriſter having 
the title of E/quire given him. 

N. B. Upon the circuits, and when they fit 
fingly, every one of the Judges is addreſſed and 
treated with the ſame reſpect and ceremony as 
the chief juſtices. 


Of the LiEUTENANCY and MAGISTRACYe 


To the right honourable S. earl of B. lord 
lieutenant and cuſſos rotulorum of the county 
of H. my Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To P. E. eſq; high ſheriff for the county of 
C. Mr, High Sheriff, Sir. 
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To the right honourable A. B. lord mayor 
of the city of London; my Lord, your Lordi. 
To the right worſhipful C. D. eſq; alderman 
of Toaber- abard, London ; Sir, Mr. Alderman. 
To the right worſhiptul Sir E. F. recorder 
of the city of London; Sir, Mr. Recorder. 

To the worſhiptul G. H. eſq; mayor of L. 
Mr. Mayor, Sir, your Worſhip. - 

To the worſhiptul J. K. eiq; one of his ma- 
jetty's juſtices of the peace for the county of 
8. Sir, your Worſhip. 

To L. M. eſq; deputy ſteward of the city 
and liberty of W. Mr. Depaty, Sir, 


To the GOVERNORS er the CROWN. 


To his excellency J. lord C. lord liente- 
nant of the kingdom of Iceland; my Lord Lieu» 
tenant, your Excellency, 

To their excellencies the lords juſtices of the 
kinadom of Ireland ; your [ExceUencies. 

10 the right honourabl: . carl of . Bo- 
vernor of Doper- Caſlie, and lord warden of 
the Cimue ports; my Lord, your Lordſhip. 
| To the right honourable C. lord viſcount 
D. conſtable of the Tower. 

To his excellency J. H. eſq; captain-gene- 
ral and governor in chief of the Leavard 
Carribes 
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"arribee iſlands in America; Sir, Governor, 
Jour Excellency, 
To the honourable F. N. eſq; lieutenant- 
zovernor of South Carolina. 

To the honourable Sir J. G. deputy-go- 
rernor of Portſmouth. © 

To the honourable G. P. eſq; governor of 
Fort St. George, Madraſs, in Eaft India. 
To the worſhiptul the preſident, and gover- 
nors of Chriſt's Hoſpital, London. 
The ſecond governors of colonies appointed by 
th» king, are flyled lieutenant-governors: thoſe 
appointed by proprietors, as the Eaſt India 
company, &c. are called deputy-governors. 


To INCORPORATE BODIES. 


To the honourable the court of directors 
of the united company of merchants of Exg- 
land, trading to the Eaft Indies. 

To the honourable the ſub-governor, de- 
puty-governor, and directors of the South 
Let company. 

To the honourable the governor, deputy- 
gorernor, and directors of the bank of Eng- 
4e. 

Jo the maſter and wardens of the wor- 
[1iptul company ot Draper. 7 
0 
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To a baronet: To Sir C. D. bart. at E: 
feld, Str. 


To a knight: To Sir W. H. at Richmond 
Sir. 


To T. V. eſq; at Wickham, Sir. 
To Dr. W. Jones at Reading, Berks. 


To Mr. John Long, merchant in Loncon, 
or Briftcl, &c. 


To Mr. Swan, ſurgeon at Bat. 


N. B. The wives of baronets and knights, 
are ſtyled Ladies, 
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Sxxvius SULPICLUS to CICERO, 


Nn Received the news of your 
vi 1 daughter's death with all the 
p f I Nj concern it fo juſtly deſerves: 

and indeed ] cannot but conſi- 
N. KN der it as a misfortune in which 

I bear an equal ſhare with your- | 
ſelf. If I had been near you when this fatal 
accident happened, I ſhould not only have 
mingled my tears with yours, but aſſiſted you 
with all the conſolation in my power. I am | 
ſenſible at the ſame time, that othces of this : 
kind 
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kind afford at beſt but a wretched relief: tor 
as none are qualified to perform them, but 
thoſe who ſtand near to us by the ties either 
of blood or affection, ſuch perſons are ger 
rally too much afflicted themſelves, to be c- 
pable of adminiſtring comfort to others. Ne- 
vertheleſs I thought proper to ſuggeſt a tew 
reflections, which occurred to me upon this 
occaſion : not as imagining they would be 
new to you, but believing that in your pre- 
ſent diſcompaſure of mind they might poſſibly 
have eſcaped your attention, Tell me then, 
my friend, wherefore do you indulge th. 
exceſs of ſorrow ? Reflect, I intreat you, in 
what manner fortune has dealt with every cc 
of us: that ſhe has deprived us of what ought 
to be no leſs dear than our children, and over- 
whelmed in one general ruin our honours, 
our liberties, and our country. And afte: 
thelſc loſſes, is it poſſible that any other ſhouid 
increaſe our tears? 1s it poſſible that a mind 
long exerciſed in calamities ſo truly ſevere, 
ſhould not become totally callous, and indit- 
ferent to every event? But you will tell me, 
perhaps, that your grief ariſes not ſo much 
on your own account, as on that of Tullig. 
Yet huely you mult often, as well as * 
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dave had occaſion in theſe wretched times to 
reflect that their condition by no means de- 
ſerves to be regretted, whom death has gently 
removed from this unhappy ſcene. What is 
there, let me aſk, in the preſent circumſtances 
of our country, that could have rendered life 
greatly deſtrable to your daughter? What 
pleaſing hopes, what agreeable views, what 
rational ſatisfaction could ſhe poſſibly have 
propoſed to herſelf from a more extended pe- 
riod ? Was it in the proſpect of conjugal hap- 
pine in the ſociety of ſome diſtinguiſhed 
youth ? As if, indeed, you could have found 
a ſon-in-law amongſt our preſent fet of young 
men, worthy of being intruſted with the care 
of your daughter! Or was it in the expecta- 
tion of being the joyful mother of a flouriſh- 
ing race, who might poſſeſs their patrimon 
with independence, who might gradually riſe 
through the ſeveral dignities of the ſtate, and 
exert the liberty to which they were born in 
the ſervice and defence of their friends and 
country ? But is there one amongſt all theſe 
deſirable privileges, of which we were not 
deprived before ſhe was in a capacity of tranſ- 
mitting them to her deſcendants ? Yet, after 
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loſs of our children is a ſevere affliction; and 
unqueſtionably it would be fo, if it were not 
a much greater to fee them alive to endure 
thoſe indignities which their parents ſuffer, 

I lately fell into a reflection, which, as it 
afforded great relief to the diſquietude of 
own heart, may poſſibly contribute like 
to aſſuage the anguiſh of yours. In my te- 
turn out of Afia, as I was failing from Agr: 
towards Megara, I amuſed myſelf with con- 
templating the circumjacent countries. Be- 
hind me lay AZ gina, before me Megara; on 
my right I faw Piræus, and on my left C:- 
rinth. Theſe cities, once fo flouriſhing an! 
magnificent, now repreſented nothing to my 
view but a ſad ſpectacle of deſolation. 

« Alas! (I faid to myſelf) ſhall fuch a 
ſhort-lived creature as man complain, when 
one of his ſpecies falls either by the hand of 
violence, or by the common courſe of natin e, 
whilſt in this narrow compaſs ſo many great 
and glorious cities, formed for a much longer 
duration, thus lie extended in ruins ? Re- 
member then, O my heart ! the general lot 
to which man is born: and let that thought 
ſuppreſs thy unreaſonable murmurs.“ Belicue 
me, I found my mind greatly refreſhed a 

comforted 
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comyed by theſe reflections. Let me ad- 
zus bu in the lame manner to repreſent to 
y4arielf, what numbers of our illuſtrious 
<&-5.trymen have lately been cut off at once, 
dee much the ſtrength of the Roman repub- 
lic is impaired, and what dreadful devaſtation 
has gone forth throughout all its provinces /! 
And can you, with the impreſſion of thels 
greater calamities upon your mind, be ſo im- 
moderately afflicted for the loſs of one ſingle 
individual, a poor, little, tender woman ? 
who, if the had not died at this time, muſt 
in a few fleeting years more have inevitably 
undergone that common fate to which ſhe was 
born. Reaſonable however as theſe reflections 
are, I would call you from them a while, in 
older to lead your thoughts to others more 
peculiarly ſuitable to your circumſtances and 
character. Remember then, that your daugh- 
ter lived as long as life was worth poſſeſ- 
lng, that is, till liberty was no more; that 
the lived to ſee you in the illuftrious offices of 
prztor, conſul, and augur; to be married to 
tome of the nobleſt youths in Rome; to be 
bleſt with almoſt every valuable enjoyment 4 
and at length to expire with the republic itſelf. 


Tell me now, what is there in this my 
er 
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her fate, that could give either her or yourſ|f 
Juſt * reaſon to complain? In fine, do no: 
Forget that you are Cicero; the wiſe, the p 
loſophical Cicero, who were wont to give a. 
vice to others: nor reſemble thoſe anſkill,! 
empirics, who at the ſame time that they pre- 
tend to be furmſhed with remedies for othiet 
men's diſorders, are altogether incapable of 
finding a cure for their own. On the contrta- 
Ty, apply to your private uſe thoſe judicious 
_—_ you have adminiſtred to the public, 
ime neceſſarily weakens the ſtrongeſt impre!. 
ſions of ſorrow : but it would be a repronch 
to your character not to anticipate this its 
certain effect, by the force of your own good 
ſenſe and judgment. If the dead retain ar y 
conſciouſneſs of what is here tranſacted, your 
daughter's affection, I am ſure, was ſuch both 
to you and to all her relations, that ſhe cn 
by no means deſire you ſhould abandon your- 
ſelt to this exceſs « grief. Reſtrain it then, 
I conjure you, for her ſake, and for the fake 
of the reſt of your family and friends, w'10 
lament to ſee you thus afflifted, Reſtrain it 
too, I beſeech you, for the ſake of your coun- 
try, that whenever the opportunity ſhall ſerve, 
It may reap the benefit of your counſels and 
aſſiſtance. 


ww 
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aſſiſtance. In ſhort, fince ſuck is our fortune 
that we mull n eceſfarily ſubmit to the preſent 
ſyſtem of public affairs, ſuffer it not to be 
ſulpected, that it is not ſo much the death of 
your daughter, as the fate of the republic, 
nd the füccels of our victors s, that yon de- 
plore. But it would be ill- manners to dwell 
any longer upon this ſubject, as 1 ſhould feem 
to queſtion the efficacy of your ow n good ſenſe. 
I will only add, therefore, that as we have 
often feen you bear proſperity in the nobleft 
manner, and with the higheſt applau e, ſhew 


nis lil:ewaiſe that vou are not too tenſihle of ad- 
verlity, b ut know how to ſupport it with. the 
ame adv: mtage to your character. In a 
word, Ic tit not he fd, that fartitude 15 the 
'mgle virtue to which my friend 13 2 ſtranger, 
AS tor what concerns myſelt, I will fend you 
an 2ccount of the itate of this province, and 


of wh ts 


is tranſacting in this 
world. as ſoon as I ſhall hear 


part of the 
that you are 


ſufficiently compoſed to receive the inſorma- 


ton. Farc wel. 


Makcus 


— 
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Makcus Caro 1yCictRo, 


HE afte&1on I bear both to you and to 
the republic, induces me very ſincerely 
to rejoice in finding that you exerciſe the ſame | 
integrity and vigilance in the conduct of our f 
armies abroad, as diſtinguiſhed your admi- 
nitration of our moſt important affairs at 
home. I have therefore paid your actions 
that honour which was molt conſiſtent with 
my judgment: and in ſpeaking to this quel- 
tion before the ſenate, as well as afterwards, 
when 1 aſſiſted in drawing up the decree that 
has paſſed in your favour, I applauded the 
| probity and prudence with which you have 
ö protected your province, preſerved the crow: 
and perſon of Ariobarzanes, and conciliated 
| the affections of our allies in general, If you 
rather chuſe, however, that we ſhouid aſcribe 
; to the gods thoſe advantages which the re- 
public has gained entirely "by your own con- 
ſummate wiſdom and cenerolity, I am glad 
the ſenate has paſſed a decree for that purpoſe. 
But if you are willing that fortune ſhow! 
have the credit of your actions, as ſuppolirz 
a public thankſgiving neceſſarily opens ypur 


way to a riumph, [ nuult oblel ve, that the 
lat. 


_— 
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latter is not always a conſequence of the for- 
mer: yet, granting it were, is it not far 
more to the honour cf a general, to have it 
declared by a vote of the ſenate that he pre- 
ſerved his province by the mildneſs and equity 
of his adminiſtration, than that he owed it 
either to the ſtrength of his troops, or to the 
peculiar interpoſition of providence ? Such 
at leaſt were my ſentiments when this queſtion 
came before the houſe : and if I have em- 
p! oed more words than utual in explaining 
them, it was from a defire of convincing 
you, that though I propoled to the ſenate 
nat I thought would be moſt for the advan- 
tage of your reputation, [ rejoice that they 
have d-termined what is moſt agrecahle to 
your wiſhes. I have onlv to requeſt the con- 
tinuance of your friendſhip, and to intreat 
vou ſteadily to perſevere in thoſe paths of in- 
tegrity w hich you have hitherto purſued, both 
in reſpect to our allies and the republic. 
Farewel. 


CIcERO fo Marcus Caro. 
2 RAISE fromthy lips, tis mine with joy 
to beaſt : 


He beſt can give it, who deſerves it mat; 
D 2 as 
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as Hector, I think, ſays to the venerable 
Priam in one of Newiuss plays. Honour- 
able indeed is that applai: ſe, which is beſtowed 
by thoſe who have the mſclves been the con- 
ſtant object of univerſal approbation. Ac- 
cordingly, I eſteem the encomiums yuu con- 
ferred upon me in the ſenate, toge. ther with 
your congratulatory letter, as a diſtinction of 
the higheſt and moſt illuſtrious kind. No- 
thing could be more agreeable to my wiſhes, 
as nothing could be more glorious for my re- 
pniation, than your having thus frecly given 
to friendſhip whatever you could ſtrictly give 
to truth. Were Kome entirely compoled of 
Cato's, or could it produce many (as it 1s 
ſurpriſing it can furniſn even one) of that it 
venerable character, my deſites would | 
amply fatished ; and 1 ſhould prefer your 
ſingle approbation to all the laurels and all the 
eriumphal cars in the unirerſe. In my own 
judoment, indeed, and according to the re- 
fined eſtimate of true philoſophy, the com. 
pliments you paid me in the lenate, and 
which have been tranſmitted to me by my 
friends, are undoubtedly the moſt ſignificant 
diſtinction I can poſũbly receive. TI acquainte!l 


you in my former letter, with the particular 
MOTIVES 


— 2 ů » ů—˙ð⁵ ¹ — 


— ea — ——ä—— —— ÄÆ0ꝛ.. .. 


as evell 21 Important OCcasi0Ns. 37 


motives which induced me to be deſirous, (for 
I will not call it ambitious) of a triumph: 
and it the reaſons I there aſſigned will not, 
in your opinion, juſtiſy a warm purſuit of 
that honour, they mut prove at leaſt that 1 
ought not to. refuſe it, if the ſenate ſhould 
make me the offer: and I hope that aſſembly, 
in conſideration of my fervices in this pro- 
vince, will not think ine undeſerving of a 
reward fo uſually conferred. If I ſhould not 
be diſappointed in this hope, my only requels 
is (what indeed you kindly promiſe) that as 
you have paid me the honours you thought 
moſt to my glory, you would rcjoice in my 
obtaining thoſe which arc moſt to my incli- 
nation; and this diſpoſition you have already 
very bincerely fhewn, not only by your letter, 
hut by having ſigned the Jecree that has paſſed 
in my favour. For decrees of this kind, I 
know, are uſually ſubſcribed by thoſe who 
are moſt in the intereſt of the perſon to whole 
honour they are voted. I will only add, that 
1 hope to fee you very thortly ; and may L 
find the republic in a happier ſituation than I 
have reafon to fear. Farewel. 


D 3 Pl ix v 
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PLinY to Tacitus. 


OUR requeſt that I would ſend you 

an accoynt of my urcle's death, in 

order to tranſmit a more exact relation of it 
to polterity, deſerves my acknowledgements ; 
tor if this accident ſhall be celebrated by your 
_ the glory of it, I am well aſſured, will 
rendered for ever illuttrious. And not- 
withſtanding he periſhed by a misfortune, 
which, as it involved at the fame time a molt 
beautiful conntry in ruins, and deſtroyed fo 
many populous cities, ſeems to promiſe him 
an everlaſting remembrance ; and although 
he has himſelf compoſed many and laſting 
works, yet I am perſuaded, the mentioning 
him in your immortal writings will greatly 
contribute to eternize his name. Happy J 
eſteem thoſe to be, whom providence has diſ- 
tinguiſhed with the abilities either of doing 
ſuch actions as are worthy of being related, 
or of relating them in a manner worthy 
of being read; but doubly happy are 
thoſe who are bleſſed with both theſe un- 
common talents: in the number of which 
my uncle, as his own writings and your 
hiſtory 
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hiſtory will evidently prove, may juſtly be 
ranked. It is with extreme willingnels, there- 
fore, I execute your commands; and ſnould 
indeed have claimed the taſk, if you had not 
enjoined it. He was at that time with the 
fleet under his command at Mienum. On 
the 23d of Auguſt, about one in the aſter- 
noon, my mother dehred him to oblerve a 
cloud which appeared of a very unuſual ſize 
and ſhape : he had juſt returned from taking 
the benefit of the ſun, and after bathing 
himſelf in cold water, and taking a flight 
repaſt, was retired to his ſtudy: he imme- 
diately aroſe and went out upon an eminence, 
trom whence he might more diſtinctly view 
this uncommon appearance. Jt was not at 
that diſtance diſcernible from what mountain 
this cloud iſſued; but it was found afterwards 
to aſcend trom mount Veſuwins, I cannot 
give you a more exact deſcription of its 
figure, than by reſembling it to that of a pine- 
tree, for it ſhot up a great height in the form 
of a trunk, which extended itſelf at the top 
into a fort of branches; occaſioned, I ima- 
gine, either by a ſudden guſt of air that im- 
pelled it, the force of which decreaſed as it 
advanced upwards ; or the cloud itſelt, being 

D 4 preſſed 
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preſſed back again by its oven weight, ex- 
panded in this manner. It appeared fome- 
times bright, and ſometimes dark and ſpot- 
ted, as it was more or leis impregnated with 
earth and cinders. This extraordinary Pha. 
nomenon excited my uncle's phitofophical 
curioſity to take a nearer view of it. He or- 
dered a light veſſel to be got ready, and gave 
me the liberty, if I thought proper, to attend 
him. TI rather choſe to continue my {tudies ; 
for, as it happened, he had given me an em- 
ployment of that kind. As he was comm; 
out of the houſe he received a note from 
Reina, the wiie of Baus, who was in the 
utmok alarm, at the imminent danger, which 
threatened her; for ber villa being fituated 
at the foot of mount Ven, there was no 
way to eſcape but by {za ; ſhe earneſtly in- 
treated hun therefore to come to her afhiftance 
He accordingly changed his firſt deſign, and 
what lie began with a philoſophical, he pur- 
ſued with an heroical turn ot mind: he or- 
dered the gallies to put to ſea, and went him- 
ſelf on board with an intention of aſſiſting, 
not only Reina, but ſeveral others; (for the 
villas ſtand extremely thick upon that beau- 
tiful coaſt) when haſtening to the place from 
whenge 


Oy vx AS San +» —— oe — 


as well at Impor tant Occations, 41 


whence others fled with the utmoſt terror, he 
eered his direct courie to the point of dan - 
ger, aud with ſo much calmneſs and preſence 
of mind, as to be able to make and dictate 
lis obtervatipns upon the motion and figure 
of that dreadinl ſcene. He was now ſo near 
the mountain, that the cinders, which grew 
thicker and hotter, the nearer he approached, 
tell into the ſhips, together with pumice- 
ones and black pieces of burning rock: they 
were likewiſe in danger, not only of being 
ground by the ſudden retreat of the ſea, but 
allo from the vaſt fragments which rolled 
down from the mountain, and obſrugted all 
the ſhore. Here he ſtopped to conſider whe- 
ther he ſhould return back again, to which 
the pilot adviſed him: Fortune, ſaid he, be- 
triends the brave, carry me to Pomponmanus. 
Pompontanus was then at Stabiz, ſeparated 
by a guiph, which the ſea, after ſeveral in- 
lenſible windings, forms upon that ſhore ; he 
bad already ſent his baggage on board; for 
though he was not at that time in actual dan- 
ger, yet being within the view of it, and 
mdeed extremely near, if it ſhould in the 
lcaſt 1ncreaſe, he was determined to put to 
tea 25 ſoon as the wind ſhould change. It 

Was 
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was favourable, however, for carrying my 
uncle to Pomponianus, whom he found in the 
greateſt coniternation. He embraced im 
with tenderneſs, encouraging and exhorting 
him to keep up his ſpirits : and the more to 
diſhpate his fears, he ordered, with an air 
of unconcern, the baths to be got ready; 
when, after having bathed, he fat down to 
ſupper with great chearfulneſs, or at Jealt 
(what is equally heroic) with all the apperr- 
ance of it. In the mean while the erupiion 
from mount Veſudius flamed out from fever al 
places with much violence, which the dak- 
neſs of the night contributed to render (ti!} 
more viſible and dreadful. But my uncle, in 
order to ſooth the apprehenſions of his friend, 
aſſured him it was only the burning of the 
villages which the country people had aban- 
doned to the flames. After this he retire 
to reſt; and, it is moſt certain, he was o 
little diſcompoſed as to fall into a deep (leer ; 
for, being pretty fat, and breathing had, 
thoſe who attended without actually heard 
him ſnore. The court which led to his apart- 
ment being now almoſt filled with ſtones aud 
aſhes, if he had continued there any time 
longer, it would have been impoſſible "M him 
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to have made his way out; it was thought 
proper, therefore, to awaken him. He got 
up, and went to Pomponianus and the reſt of 
his company, who were not unconcerned 
enough to think of going to bed. They 
conſulted together whether it would be moſt 
prudent to truſt to their houſes, which now 
ſhook from fide to fide with frequent and 
violent concuſſions, or fly to the open fields, 
where the calcined tones and cinders, though 
11zht indeed, yet fell in large ſhowers, and 
turcatened deſtruction. In this diſtreſs they 
r-(olved for the fields, as the leſs dangerous 
ituation of the two: a reſolution, which, 
Walle the reſt of the company were hurried 
to by their fears, my uncle embraced upon 
cool and deliberate conſiderations. They 
went out then, having pillows tied upon their 
heads with napkins : and this was their 
whole defence againſt the ſtorm of ſtones 
hat fell round them. Tho' it was now day 
every where elſe, with them it was darker 
than the mott obſcure night, excepting only 
wit light proceeded from the fire and flames. 
They thought proper to go down farther upon 
the ſhore, to obſerve if they might ſafely put 
out to ſea, but they found the waves ſtill run 
(XK 
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extremely high and boiſterous, There my 
uncle, having drank a draught of cold wa, 
threw.himſelt down upon a cloth which ws 
ſpread for him; when unmediately the lh, 
and a ſtrong ſmell of ſulphur, which was tle 
torerunner of them, diſperſed ihe reſt of th: 
company, and obliged him to ariſe. He rail: 
himſelf up with the aſſiſtance of two of 11; 
ſervants, and inſtantly fell down dead; tut- 
focated, as L conjecture, by ſome grol: and 
noxious vapours, having always had weak 
lungs, and frequently ſubje& to a difficulty © 
breathing. As ſoon as it was light az4n, 
which was not til] the third day after the 
melancholy accident, his body was found 
intire, and without any marks of violence 
upon it, exactly in the ſame poſture th#t be 
tell, and looxing more like a man aſleep 
dead. During all this time my mother und! 
were at Miſemum. But as this has no con- 
neftion with your hiſtory, ſo your enq ute 
went no farther than concerning my m 
death, with that therefore I will put an e 
to my letter; ſuffer me only to add, that! 
have faithfully related to you what I was 
either an eye-witnets of myſelf, or receive! 
immediately after the accident happened, 14 


before 
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beſote there was time to vary from the truth. 
Vou will chuſe out of this narrative ſuch cir- 
aumſtances as ſhall be moſt ſuitable to your 

purpoſe ; for there is a great difference be- 
tween 'what is proper for a letter and an hiſ- 
tory, between writing to a friend, and wrt- 
ting to the public. Farewel. 


PLINY to TIrIaxNus. 
W HAT are you doing ? And what 
do you propoſe to do? As tor myſelf, 
I paſs my life in the moſt agreeable, that is, 
in the molt diſengaged, manner imaginable. 
{ do not find myſelf, therefore, m the hu- 
mour to write a long letter, tho' I am to 
read one. I am too much a man of plea- 
lure for the former, and juſt idle enough for 
the latter; for none are more indolent, you 
know, than the voluptuous, or have more 
curioſity than thoſe who have nothing to do. 
Farewel. 
PLInY to MAXIMUS. 
W HAT I thould gladly do for any 
friend of yours, I think I may now 
with confidence requeſt for a friend of mine. 
Arianus Malurius is the moſt conſiderable 
man of this country; when J call him fo, I 
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do not ſpeak with relation to his fortune, 
though that is very plentiful, but to his n. 
tegrity, juſtice, gravity, and prudence ; 1 
advice is uſeful to me in bulineſs, aud lu; 
judgment in matters of learning; his fidelity, 
truth, and good underſtanding, are very gust; 
beſides this, he loves me as you do, tha. 
which I cannot ſay any thing that hgnif-« 1 
warmer affection. He has nothing thats 
aſpiring, and though he might riſe to th: 
higheſt order of nobility, he keeps himſelf ir 
an interior rank; yet I think myfelt beun! 
to uſe my endeavours to ſerve and promo 
him; and would therefore find the mean 
adding ſomething to his honours, While he 
neither expects nor knows it, nay, though 
he ſhould refuſe it. Something, in ſhort, | 
would have for him that may be honourable, 
but not troubleſome ; and I intreat that o 
will procure him the firſt thing of this kind 
that offers, by which you will not only ob- 
lige me, but him alſo; for though he c 
not covet it, I know he will be as grateful n 
acknowledging your favour as if he had 


Ajked it, Farewel. 


PlixI 
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Pliny to HisPULaA. 


S$ I remember the great affection which 

was between you and your excellent 
brother, and know you love his daughter as 
your own, ſo as not only to expreſs the ten- 
derneſs of the beſt of aunts, but even to ſup- 
ply that of the beſt of fathers; I am ſwe it 
will be a pleaſure to you to hear that ſhe 
proves worthy of her father, worthy of you, 
and of your and her anceſtors, Her inge 
unity is admirable; her frugality extraordi- 
nary. She loves me, the ſureſt pledge of her 
virtue ; and adds to this a wonderful diſpo- 
ſton to learning, which ſhe has acquired 
from her affection to me. ſhe reads my 
writings, ſtudies them, and even gets them 
ly heart, You'd ſmile to fee the con- 
cern ſhe is in when I have a cauſe to plead, 
and the joy ſhe ſhews when it is over; ſhe 
finds means to have the firſt news brought 
her of the ſucceſs I meet with in court, how 
em heard, and what ecree is made. If I 
r-01te any thing in public, ſhe cannot refrain 
om placing herſelf privately in ſome corner 
% hear, where with the utmoſt delight the 
lcatts upon my applauſes. Sometimes the 
I lings 


= — - * 


48 LeTTres on the noſt Common 


ſings my verſes, and accompanies them with 
the lute, without any matter, except lo, 
the beſt of inſtrutors. From thele inſtan 
I take the moſt certain omens of our pc! pe 
tual and increafing happineſs ; ſince he: 
fection is not founded on my youth and . 
fon, which muſt gradually decay, but th: 1; 
in love with the immortal part of me, my 
glory and reputation. Nor indeed co uld 1 J 
be expected from one who had the hap 
to receive her education from you, Wi n 
| your houſe was accuſtomed to every thing 
| that was virtuous and decent, and ever 

to love me by your recommendation. 
| as you had always the greateſt reſpect f 
| mother, you were plealed, from my in 

to form me, to commend me, and kind! 
| prefage J ſhould be one da y what my v/ 
| fancies I am. Accept, therefore, our ur 
| thanks; mine, that you have ee bi 
| on me; and here, that you have given N 
| her, as a mutual grant of joy and fette 
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PLIxY to Carius. 
| Accept of your invitation to ſupper 
| 1 muſt make this agreement betcha! 
that you diſmiſs me ſoon, and treat mw FI 
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rally. Let our entertainment abound only in 
philoſop':1cal convertation, and even that too 
with moderation. There are certain mid- 

nigat parties, which Cato himſelf could not 
fately fall in with; though J mult confeſs at 
the fame time, that Julius Cæſar, when he 
reproaches him upon that head, exalts the 
character he endeavours to expoſe z for he 
defcribes thoſe perſons who met this reeling 
patriot, as bluſhing when they diſcovered 
who he was; and adds, You would have 
thought that Cato had detected them, and 
not th ey Cato, Could he place the dignity 
of Cato ** a ſtronger light, then by _ 
{enting him thus venerable even in his cups ? 
As for ourſelves nevertheleſs, let temperance 
not only beſpeak our table, but regulate our 
hours ; for we are not arrived at fo high a re- 
putation, that our enemies cannot cenſure 
is but to our honour, Farewel. 


From PLINY to bis Friend FEROX. 


OUR laſt letter is a convincing ar- 

gument that you 3 and that you 
don't. You'll tell me I talk riddles to you, 
and fo I do, till 1 explain to you more 
diſtingtly what my meaning is, In * 
0 


_—_— —— 
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the letter you ſent me, ſhews you did not 
ſtudy for it, fo eaſy and negligent it appear: 
to be; and yet at the ſame time tis ſo polite, 
that 'tis impoſſible any one ſhould write it, 
who did not weigh every word ; or elie you 
are certainly the happiett man in the world, 
if you can write letters ſo juſt and exact, 
without care and premeditation. 


VorTURE to Mon}. DE Liox RE at Rome. 


S I R, 

H O* no man treated me ſo ill at Rome 

as yourſelf, and I muſt place to your 
account, ſome of the moſt diſagreeable hours 
J paſſed in all my travels; yet be affure« ! 
ever ſaw any perſon in my life that I had 
firong an inclination to reviſit, or to whom 
I would more willingly do the beſt fervices in 
my power, It is not very uſual to gain 2 
mans triendſhip, at the ſame time that one 
ruins his fortune. This ſucceſs, however, 
you have had, and your advantage was . 
much more confiderable than mine in 4 
reſpects, that J had not the power to defend 
myleif againit you in either of thoſe 1nftances; 
but you won both my money and my het 


at the ſame time. It I am ſo happy as 
in 


— 
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find a place in yours, I ſhall eſteem that ac- 
quiſition as an over-balance to all my lofles, 
and ſhall look upon myſelf as greatly a gainer 
in the commerce that paſſed between us. 
Though your acquaintance indeed has coſt 
me pretty dear, I do not by any means think 
I have paid its full value, and I would wil- 
lingly part with the fame {um to meet with a 
man in Paris of as much merit as yourſelf. 
Tnis being the literal truth, you may be well 
aſſured, Sir, that I ſhall omit nothing in my 
power to preſerve an honour I fo highly 
eſteem; and that I ſhall not very eaſily give 
up a friend whom I purchaſed at fo dear a 
price. I have accordingly performed every 
thing you defired in the affair about which 
you wrote to me ; as I ſhall obey you with 
the ſame punctuality in every other inſtance 
that you ſhall command me. For I am with 
all the affection that I ought, Sir, 


Your's, &c. 


VoiTURE. 


' 
| 
; 
ö 
ö 
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Voir uf 70 the Marchioneſs de RA uo. 


ILLET. 


Mab an, | 

LINCE I had the honour of ſeeing you, l 

have ſuffered greater pains than I am able 
to expreſs. Still, however, I did not forget 
to execute your commands; and in paſl::; 
by Eſperuay I attended, as your proxy, the 
funeral of the Mai eſchal Stroz ri. His tomb 
appeared to me ſo magnificent, that in the 
condition I was in, and "finding myſelt re: dy 
conveyed thither, I had a moſt violent incl!- 
nation to he buried with him: But they made 
ſome difficulty of complying with my propo- 
fal, as they found I had & I fome remaining 
wormth left in me. I reſolved erefore to 
have my body tranſported to Nancy ; where 
at length, Madam, it is arrived, 44 ſo lean 
and worn out, that believe me, many a corp. 
is interred that is much leſs fo. Tho' I have 
been alre: ly here theſe eight days, I have not 
vet been able to recover my ſtren *th ; ; and the 
longer I repole, the more I find mylelf bt 
tigued. In truth I perceive ſuch an infin! 
ditference between that fortnight I had the 


honour of paſling with you, and the fame 
ſpace 
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ſpace of time which I have ſpent ſince, that I 
am aftonifhed how I have been able to ſup - 
port it; and I look upon myſelf and Monſieur 
Mar gonme, who teaches ſchool. in this place, 
as two the moſt wretched inſtances in the 
world of the inconſtancy of fortune. I am 
every day attacked with a ſhortneſs of breath, 
and fainting fits, without being able to meet 
with the leaſt drop of treacle ; and I am more 
ndliſpoſed than ever I was in all my life, ma 
place where I cannot be ſupplied with a pro- 
per medicine. Thus, Madam, I much fear 
that Nancy will be as fatal to me as it was to 
the Duke of Berg ne, and that after having 
like him, eſcaped the greateſt dangers, and 


r-ited the moſt powerful enemies, I am 


deſtined to end my days in this town. I ſhall 
ſtruggle however again that misfortune as 
much as pofhble ; for I muft confeſs I am 
extremely unwilling to leave the world. When 
| refle& that I ſhall by that means never have 
tne honour of ſeeing you again. I ſhould 
deed exceedingly regret, that having eſcaped 
death by the hands of the moſt amiable wo- 
mam in the wniverſe, and miſſed ſo many 
glorious occaſions of expiring at your teet, I 
mall come here at laſt to be buried three 
E 3 hundred 


— 
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hundred leagues from your preſence, and 
have the mortification when I riſe again, of 
finding myſelf once more in Lorrarn. 


IF am, Madam, 
Yours, c. 
VorTURE. 


BaLzac to Madam DE La CHETARDIE, 
Madam, 
Cannot taſte of your bounty without ex- 
preſſing at the ſame time my gratitnde. 
You have feaſted me indeed theſe tour days 
in the moſt delicious manner; and either 
there is no pleaſure in the palate, or your 
cheeſes afford a. reliſh of the molt exquiſite 
kind. They are not merely an artful prepa- 
ration of cream; they are the effect of a 
certain quinteſſence hitherto unknown; they 
are I know not what kind of wonderful pro- 
duction, which, with a moſt delicious ſwect- 
neſs, preſerve at the ſame time a moſt pleaſing 
* Undoubtedly, Madam, you mult 
e the favourite of Heaven, ſince you are 


thus bleſſed with a land that flows with milk 
and honey. It was in this manner, you know, 
that providence formerly regaled its cholen 
people ; and ſuch were once the riches of the 
golden 


1 


yo {5 WPI: 
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golden age. But methinks you ought to li- 
mit the ſuxury of your table to ranties of this 
kind, and not look our for any cther abun- 
dance, in a place which affords tuch charming 
repaſts. You ought long ſince to have pu- 
rified your kitchen, and broke every inftru. 
nent of favage deſtruction ; for would ir not 
be a ſhame to live by cruelty and murder, in 
the midſt of ſuch innocent proviſions ? 1 am 
ſure, at leaſt, I can never eſteem them too 
much, nor ſufficiently thank you for your 
preſent. It is in vain you would perſuade me, 
that it was the work of one of your dairy- 
mais; ſuch coarſe hands could never be con- 
cerned in fo curious a production. Mott cer- 
tainly the nymphs of Vienne were engaged 
in the operation; and it is an original of 
their making, which you have ſent me as a 
rarity, If this thought appears to you poe- 
tical, you muſt remember that the ſubject is 
io too; and might with great propriety make 
part of an eclogue, or enter into ſome corner 
of a paſtoral. But I am by no means an 
adept in the art of rhyming; belides, it is 
neceſſary ] ſhould quit the language of fable, 
to aſſure you in very true and very ſerious 
prote, 1 fo highly honour your virtue, that 


E 4 I ſhould 
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I ſhould always think I owed you much, 
though I had never received any favour 5: 
your hands; and it you were not my bene 
tatreſs, I ſhould nevertheleſs be always, 
Madam, Yours, Cc. 
BALZAC, 


ST. EVREMONT fo Madam ***®. 


Remember, Madam, that when I went! 9 

the army, I begged that the Chevalier :/e 
Grammont might tucceed me in your favour, 
in caſe I ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to moet 

death there ; in which particular you have 
ſo well obeyed, that you love him whilſt I an; 
alive, to learn to do it better after my death. 
You are very punctual in obeying my orders; 
and ſhould ] continue to give you the lame 
commiſſion, in all appearance you would lee 
it caretully executed, Von may imagine, 
Madam, that J deſign to hide a real grit 
under a pretended banter ; and being ſo well 
acquainted with my paſſion, you cannot eatiiy 
perſunde yourſelf, that J can ſuffer a rival 
without jealouly. But perhaps you don't 
know, Madam, that if I dare not complain of 
you, becauſe 1 lo! ve you too much; I dare 
not complain of him, becauſe 1 love — 
little 
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itile leſs. And if I muſt of neceſſity be 
mory, tell me whom I am to be molt angry 
with ; either with him who goes to rob me 
my miſtreſs, or you who tical my friend 
tom me. Let the matter be how it will, 
1041 need not give yourſelf much trouble to 
ppeaſe my indignation. My paſſion is too 
leut to indulge my reſentment in the leaſt ; 
and my tenderneſs will always make me for- 
et the injuries I have received from you. I 
love you, tho' perfidious : J love him tho? 
treacherous and only fear that a ſincere 
end is no favourite of either of you. 
—— Let us enter, 1 beſeech you, 
to a new unknown ſort of confederacy ; 
and by a ſtrange myſtery, let his, let your 
and my friendſhip be only one and the fame 


thing. 


ST, EVREMONT to the Count DE LIOKNE., 
dir, 
P ERH APs you are not at Pari; per- 
haps you are; and in this laſt caſe, your 
ſilence may be rather the effect of your for- 
gettalnels, than of your abſence, But, ſup- 
vole if were, Jam too much beholden to you 
tor your paſt ſervices, to complain of your 
preſent 


” 


58 [LETTERS on the noſ Common 


preſent indifference. I don't enquire after 
you, to fatigue you for an anſwer, or renew 
a correſpondence that would rob you of ſome 
hours, which you know how to beitow to 
better purpoſe. But, Sir, you {till owe ſome- 
thing to our friendſhip, and you will diſcharge 
the obligation, if you can find ſome way, 
either by yourſelf, or any body elſe, to let inc 
know that you are in health. This piece of 
news will give me a joy, in which you ate 


more concerned than any other; and if you 


were of my temper, you would be of my 
opinion, that to be well is hetter than to com 
mand the whole world. No treaſures ate 
worth one year's health. Pardon, Su, tic 
chat of an infirm man, who enjoying a quar- 
tet of an hour's health, thinks no other f- 
ject ſo proper to be talked on. You wir, 
perhaps, of my humour, when you enjoyed 
ſome caſe from the pains occaſioned by your 
broken arm, and your other wounds. Now 
you are perfectly cured, reliſh the pleaſures c 
it, and let me make melancholy reflections on 
the long you have taught me: 


But oh! when age benumbs our veins, 
No longer ſprightly joy remains, 
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lt there be any airs as agreeable as this in the 
muſe of the Fenff of Verſailles, 1 deſire you 


to ſend them me, and you will oblige one 
why is more than ever, Sc. 


Mr. Locke to Mr. MoLYNEUx. 

dir, Oates, Sept. 3, 1694. 
HAVE ſo much the advantage in the bar- 
gain, if friendſhip may be caſled one, that 
whatſoever ſatisfaction you find in yourſelf on 
that account, you muſt allow in me with a 
arge overplus. The only riches I have va- 
lucd, or laboured to acquire, has been the 
ir-nd{hip of ingenious and worthy men; and 
tzerelore you cannot blame me if I fo for- 
wardly laid hold of the firſt occaſion that 
opened me a way to yours. That I have fo 
ell ſucceeded in it, I count one of my 
gregteſt happineſſes, and a ſufficient reward 
'or writing my book, had I no other benefit 
by it, The opinion you have of it gives me 
arther hopes; for it is no ſmall reward to one 
he loves truth, to be perſuaded that he has 
mace ſome diſcoveries of it, and any ways 
helped to propagate it to others. I depend fo 
much upon your judgment and candor, that L 
think myſelf ſecure in you from peeviſh m_ 
ciſm 
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ciſm or flattery; only give me leave tc if. 
pect, that kindneis and frendſhip do (oe. 
times carry your expreſſions a little too far 0 
the favourable fide. This, however, mak 
me not apprehend you will ſileutly paſs by ſy 
thing you are not thoroughly ianshed of 1n 1 
The uſe I have made of the advertiſements | 
have received from you of this kind, wi! 
ſatisſy you that I deſire this office of triendthy 
from you, not out of compliment, but for 
uſe of truth, and that your anmyma« verlicn; 
will not be Joſt upon me. Any faults you 
ſhall meet with in reaſoning, in perſpcoicy, 
in expreſſion, or of the preſs, I defire you to 
take notice of, and ſend me word; ce. 
cially if you have any where any doubt; 
I am perſuaded, that, upon debate, you aud 
I cannot be of two opinions; nor, I ihin!, 
any two men uſed to think with freedom, v. 
really prefer truth to opiniatrete, and a 
fooliſh vain-glory of not having made 2 m!'- 
take, I ſhall not need to juſtily what 1 ha 
ſaid of you in my book : the learned wo1\d 
will be vouchers for me; and that in an age 
not very free from envy and centure. But you 
are very kind to meg ſince, for my take, 50 
allow yourſelf to own that part which 1 a 

Mole 


— 
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more particularly concerned in, and permit 
me to call you my friend, whilt your modeſty 
checks at the other part of your character. But 
allure yourſelf, Jam as well perſuaded of the 
truth of it, as of any thing elſe in my book; 
it had not elſe been put down in it : It only 
wants a great deal more I had to ſay, had that 
heen a place to draw your picture at large. 
Herein 1 pretend not to any peculiar obhga- 
tion above others that know you. For tho” 
perhaps I may love you better than many 
others; vet, I conclude, I cannot think better 


of you than others do. I am very glad you 


were provided of a tutor nearer home ; and it 


had this particular good luck in it, that other- 
wiſe you had been diſappointed, if you had 
depended on Mr. Gibbs, as a letter I writ to 
you from London about it, J hope, acquaint» 
ed you, TI am, dear Sir, 
Your moſt affect ionate 
and moſt humble Servant, 
Jou N LOGKE, 


Mr. LOCKE to Mr. MoLYNEUX. 
Sir, London, Sept. 12, 1696. 
[OI the painter have made a picture 


of me capable of your convertation, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould have ſat to him with more delight than 
ever I did any thing in my life. The honour 
= do me, in giving me thus a place in your 

ouſe, I look upon as the effect of having x 
place already in your eſteem and atlection 
and that made me more eaſily ſubmit to what 
methought looked too much like vanity in 
me. Painting was deſigned to repreſcn! the 
Gods, or the great men that ſtood next 6 
them. But friendſhip, I ſee, takes no mea 
ſure of any thing, but by itſelf; and whe 
it is great and high, will make its object f, 
and raiſe it above its level. This is that which 
has deceived you into my picture, and made yo! 
put ſo great a compliment upon me: And! 
do not know what you will find to julti 
yourſelf to thoſe who ſhall ſee it in your po. 
ſeſſion. You may indeed tell them, the ori; 
nal is as much yours as the picture; but this 
will be no great boaſt, when ie man is n« 
more conſiderable than his ſhadow, When! 
looked upon it after it was done, methougi! 
it had not that countenance I ought to acco! 
you with. I know not whether the {ect 
diipleaſure I felt, whilſt J was fitting, fron 
the confideration that the doing of my pictus 
brought us no nearer together, made me 100 
grave 
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grave : But this I muſt own, that it was not 
without regret, that I remembered, that this 
counterfeit would be before me with the man 
that I ſo much deſired to be with, and could 
not tell him, how much I longed to put my - 
ſelf into his hands, and to have him in my 
ums. One thing pray let it mind you of, and 
when you look on it at any time, pray believe, 
that the colours of that face on the cloth are 
more fading and changeable than thoſe 
thoughts which will always repreſent you to 
my mind, as the moſt valuable perſon in the 
world, whoſe face I do not know, and one 
whoſe company is fo defirable to me, that I 
ſhall not be happy till Ido. Though I know 
how little fervice I am able to do, yet my 
conſcience will never reproach me for not 
wiſhing well to my country: By which I mean 
Ergl/bmen, and their interett every where. 
There has been, of late years, a manufacture 
of linen carried on in Ireland, if I miftake 
not: I would be glad to learn from you the 
condition it is in; and, if it thrives not, what 
are the rubs and hindrances that ſtop it. I 
{1ppole you have land very proper to produce 
flax and hemp; why could not there be 
enough, efpecially of the latter, produced 

| there 
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there to ſupply his majeſty's-navy ? I .o 
be obliged by your thoughts about it, and 
how it might be brought about. I have heard 
there is a la requiring a certain quantity Gf 
hemp to be ſworn every year; if it be lo, he w 
comes it to be neglected? I know you have 
the ſame public aims for the good of yu 
country that I have, and therefore, without 
any apology, I take this liberty with you. | 
received an account of your health, and you: 
remembrance of me, not long fince, by Mr 
Howard, for which I return you my thanks, 
I troubled you with a long leiter abun he 
beginning of the laſt month, and am, Sir, 
Your maſt aſtectianate 

and mal humble ſervant, 


Joux Lock! 


My. MoLYNEux to My. Locke. 


Dublin, Sept. 20, 1697 
Honoured deay Sir, 
Arrived here ſafely the 15th inſtant: 
And now that the ruffling and fatigne 0 
my journey is a little over, I fit down to 2 
taſk, which I muſt confeſs is the hardet | 
was ever under in my life; Imcan, exprefiin 
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my thanks to you ſuitable to the favours I 
received from you, and ſuitable to the inward 
ſenſe T have of them in my mind. Were it 
poſſible for me to do either, I ſhould in ſome 
meaſure be ſatisfied ; but my inability of pay- 
inz my debts makes me aſhamed to appear 
before my creditor. However, thus much 
with the ſtricteſt ſincerity I will venture to 
aſſert to you, that I cannot recolle&, through 
the whole courſe of my Jife, ſuch ſignal in- 
{tances of real friendſhip, as when I had the 
12ppineſs of your company for five weeks to- 
gether in London, Tis with the greateſt 
ſatisfaction imaginable, that I recollect what 
then paſſed between us, and I reckon it the 
happieſt ſcene of my whole life. That part 
thereof eſpecially, which I paſſed at Oates, 
has made ſuch an agreeable impreſhon on my 
mind, that nothing can be more pleaſing, 
To all in that excellent family, I beſeech you, 
re my moſt humble reſpects. Tis my duty 
'0 make my acknowledgments there in a par- 
ticular letter; but I beg of you to make my 
excuſe for omitting it at this time, becauſe I 
am 2 little preſs'd by ſome buſineſs that is 
'hrown upon me ſince my arrival: To which 
allo you are obliged tor not being troubled 
F at 
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at preſent with a more tedious letter from, 
dir, Your moſt obliged | 


aud entirely affeftionate 
Friend and ſervant, 


WILLIAM Morro. 


Mr. Lock to Mr, Mol vxyx. 

Dear Sir, London, Sept. 29. 1698, 

| OURS of the zoth has now diſcharged 
me from my daily employment of look. 

ing upon the weather-cock, and larkening 
how loud the wind hlowed. Though i 4 
not like thig diſtance, and ſuch a ditch b 
twixt us, yet J am glad to hear that you ar 
ſafe and ſound on tother fide the water. But 
pray you ſpeak nat in ſo magnificent and 
courtly a ſtyle of what you received from m: 
here, T lived with yaqu and treated yau as my 
friend, and thergfore uſed no ceremony, nur 
can receive any thanks but what I owe you 
doubly, both for your company, and the pain: 
ou were at to beſtow that happineſs on me, 
f you keep your word, and da me the ſame 
kindaeſs again next year, I ſhall have reaſon 
to think you value me more than you n, 
though you {ay more than I can with mo«-(ty 
read, I find you were beſct with bulinets 
Wc 
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when you writ your letter to me, and do not 
wonder at it ; but yet, for all that, I cannot 
forgive your ſilence concerning your health, 
and your ſon. My ſervice to him, your bro- 
ther, and Mr. Burridge: and do me the 
juſtice to believe that I am with a perfect 
affection, dear Sir, Your moſt bumble 
and mofl faithful ſervant, 
JoHN LOCKEs 


Mr. Lock to Mr. BURRIDGE. 


Sir, Oates, Oct. 27, 1698. 
OU gueſſed not amiſs, when you ſaid 
in the beginning of yours of the 13th 
inſtant, that you gave me the freuble of a 
letter : For I have received few letters in my 
life, the contents whereof have ſo much trou- 
bled and afflicted me, as that of yours. I 
parted with my excellent friend, when he 
went from England, with all the hopes and 
promites to myſelf of ſeeing him again, and 
enjoying him longer in the next ſpring. This 
was a ſatistaction that helped me to bear our 
{eparation 3 and the ſhort taſte I had of him 
1ere, in this our firſt interview, I hoped would 
he made up in a longer converſation, which 
ve promied me the next time: But it has 
F 2 ſcrred 
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ſerved only to give me a greater ſenſe of my 
Joſs, in an eternal farewel in this world. Your 
earlier acquaintance may have given you 2 
longer knowledge of his virtue and excellent 
endowments : A fuller fight, or greater eite-:n 
of them, you could not have than I. His 
worth and his friendſhip to me made him an 
ineſtimable treaſure : Which I mutt regret 
the loſs of, the little remainder of my lite, 
without any hopes of repairing it any way, 
I ſhould be glad, if what I owed the father, 
could enable me to do any ſervice to his ſon. 
He deſerves it for his own ſake, as well as tar 
his father's, I deſire you therefore to aſſure 
thoſe who have the care of him, that it there 
be any thing, wherein I at this diſtance may 
be any way ſerviceable to young Mr. Mig 
neux, they cannot do me a greater pleaſe 
than to give me the opportunity to ſhew thit 
my friendſhip died not with his father. Pray 
give my moſt humble ſervice to Dr. Molynes », 
and to his nephew. I am, Sir, 
Your moſt faithful 
and humble ſervant, 


Joux Locks. 
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Mr. Locke to ANTHONY CoLLixs, E/q; 


Sr, Oates, Sept. 20, 1703, 
YOURS of the 5th, which I juſt now 
received, is the only letter I have a 
long time wiſhed for, and the welcomeſt that 
could came; for I long'd to hear that you 
were well, that you were returned, and that 
I might have the opportunity to return you 
my thanks for the books you ſent me, which 
came ſafe, and to acknowledge my great ob- 
ligations to you, for one of the moſt villainous - 
books, that I think ever was printed . It is 
2 preſent that I highly value, I had heard 


tomething of it, when a young man in the 
uviverſity z but poſſibly ſhould never have 
e een this quinteſſence of railing, but for your 
it Kindneſs, It ought to be kept as the pattern 
y and ftandard of that fort 1 writing, as the 


an he ſpends it upon ought for that of good 
emper, and clear and ſtrong arguing. 
1 am, &c. 
" Chillin 


| gevorthi nowiſfma : or, the fickneſs, 
. cath, and burial of Villian Chillings 
wort 
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To the ſame. 
Sir, Oates, Now. 17, 1703. 


r books I received from you tonight, 
with the kind letter accompanying them, 
far more valuable than the books, give matter 
of enlarging myſelf this evening. The con- 
mon offices of friendſhip, that I conſtantly 
receive from you in a very obliging manner, 
give me ſcope enough, and afford me lage 
matter of acknowledgement. But when | 
think of you, I feel ſomething of nearer con- 
cernment that touches me; and that noble 
principle of the love of truth, which poſleſſes 
ou, makes me almoſt forget thoſe other ob- 
— which I ſhould be very thankful fo: 
to another. In good earneſt, Sir, you canno! 
think what a comfort it is to me, to have 
found out ſuch a man: And not only ſo, bt 
J have the ſatistaction that he is my frien/. 
This gives a guſto to all the good things yo 
ſay to me in your letter. For though I can- 
not attribute them to myſelf (for I know my 
own dete too well) yet Lam ready to pe. 
fuade myſelf you mean as you fay ; ant to 
confels the truth to you, I am almoſt loth t» 
undeceive you, ſo much do I value your $090 


Op4non, 


£ 
0 
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y mion. But to ſet it upon the right ground; 
ou mutt know that I am a poor ignorant man 
and if J have any thing to boaſt of, it is that 
incerely love and ſeek truth, with indifferency 
eon it pleaſes or diſpleaſes. I take you to 
he of the fame ſchool, and ſo embrace you. 
And if it pleaſe God to afford me ſo much life 
25 to ſee you again, I ſhall communicate to 
you ſome of my thoughts tending that way. 
You need not make any apology for any 
book that is not yet come. I thank you for 
thoſe you have ſent me: They are more, I 
wink, than I ſhall uſe ; for the indiſpoſition 
ot my health has beaten me almoſt quite out 
af the uſe of books; and the growing uneaſi- 
ne's of my diltemper * makes me good for 
nothing. Iam, Tc. 
To ihe ſame, 
Sr, Onter; Jan. 24, 1703-4. 
"ILL your confidence in my friendſhipg 
and freedom with me, can preſerve you 
from thinking you have need to make apolo- 
gies for your flence, whenever you omit a poſt 
or two, when in your kind way of reckoning 


* An afthma, 
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vou judge a letter to be due; you know te 
not ſo well, as I could wiſh; Nor am 1 
little burdenſome to you as I defire, 1 cod 
be pleaſed to hear from you every day; be- 
caule the very thoughts of you every day al- 
ford me pleaſure and fatisfaftion, But ! 
beſeech you to believe, that I meaſure 10! 
your kindneſs by your opportunities of n 
ing; nor do fuſpeft thatyour friendihip talte:s, 
whenever your pen lies a litile ſtill. The 
lincerity you profeſs, and I am convinced ci, 
has charms in it, againſt all the little phantoms 
of ceremony. If it be not fo, that true friend. 
ſhip ſets one free from a ſcrupulous obſervance 
of all thoſe little circuinſtances, I ſhall be ab 
to give but a very ill account of my ſelf to m 
friends; to whom when Ihave given polſc#ivn 
of my heart, I am leſs punctual of making ot 
legs, and kiſſing my hand, than to other pec- 
- ple, to whom that outſide civility is all that 
belongs. I received the three books you en. 
me. That which the author ſent me“ desc 
my acknowledgement more ways than one : 
And I muſt beg you to return it. His demon 
ſtrations are ſo plain, that if this were an age 


+ ® Reaſons againſt reſtraining the preſe, London, 


I in rite 
1704s mn that 
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hat followed treaſon, I ſhould not doubt but 
1s would prevail. But to be rational is {6 
/or10i1s a thing, that two legged creatures 
encrally content themſelves with the title; 
ut will not debaſe fo extellent a faculty, a- 
aut the conduct of fo trivial a thing, as they 
2ake themſelves. There never was a man 
etter fuired to your wiſhes, than I am; You 
ke a pleaſure in being troubled with my 
Jjnmthons; and I have ho other way of 
anmerce with you, but by ſuch importunities. 
can only fay, that, were the tables —_— 


| (1041, being ih your place, have the ſame 


13/atton z. and tMrefore confidently make 
© of voc kind offer. I therefote beg the 

aun of you to get me Mr. Le Clerc's Har- 
wy of the Evvangelifts, in Engliſh, bound 

y fively in calf; gilt and lettered on the 
ck, and gilt on the leaves; fo alſo I would 
ave Melier's works (of the beſt edition you 
in get them) bound. Theſe books are. for 
2 ladies; and therefore I wquld have them 
e; and the leaves gilt as well as the back. 


ucre of the Paris edition, Þ think, is the 


in it can be got in Landon in quires. You 


the liberty I take, I ſhould be glad you 


could 
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could find out ſomething for me to do {or vo, 


heie. I am perſegh, &, 
To the ſame. 
Dear Sir, Oates, May 19, 170% 


OTHING works fo ſteadily and ettec- 
tually as friendſhip. Had I hired am 
to have gone to town in my huſmeſs, and has 
him well, my commiſſions would no! (1; 
been ſo ſoon, nor ſo well diſpatched, as ln 
by yours of the 16th, they have been by you, 
You ſpeak of my affairs, and ad in then 
with ſuch an air of intereſt and ſatisfactn, 
that I can hardly avoid thinking, that bliz 
you with employing you in them. is 
tmall advantage to me, to have found tus 
friend, at the laſt ſcene of my life; wi: | 
am good for nothing, and am grown {© . 
leis, that I cannot but he ſure that in c 
good office you do me, you can projoic 9 
yourlelt no other, advantage, but the pic4.ur; 
of doing it, Every one here finds h. 
obliged, by your late good company, As 
myſelf, if you had not convinced me »y 4 
{cnlible experiment, I couid not have believed, 
I could hive had ſo many happy days 104cthel, 
I ſhall always pray, that vous may be _ 
may 
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plied, Could I in the leaſt contribute any 
thing thereto, I ſhould think myſelf happy in 
| this poor decaying ſtate of my health; which, 
though it affords me little in this world to 
enjoy, yet I find the charms of your company 
make me not feel the want of ſtrength, or 
breath, or any thing elſe. 

The Biſhop of Glouceſter came hither the 
day you went from hence, and in no very good 
fate of health. I find two groaning people 
make but an uncomfortable cohcert, He 
turned yeſterday, and went away in 
ſomewhat a better ſtate, I hope he got well 
{© town, 

Enjoy your health and youth whilſt you 
have it, to all the advantages and improve- 
ments of an innocent and pleaſant liſe; re- 
membering that mercileſs old-age is in pur- 
ſuit of you, and when it overtakes you, will 
not tail, ſome way or other, to impair the 
enjoyments both of body and mind. You 
know how apt I am to preach. I believe it is 
one ot the diſeaſes of old age. But my friends 
will forgive me, when I have nothing tu per- 
ſuade them to, but that they ſhould endeavour 
to he as happy, as it is poſſible for them to 
be: And to you I have no more to ſay, — 
that 


> 
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that you go on in the courſe you are in. I. 
flect often upon it, with a ſecret joy, that you 
promiled I ſhould in a ſhort time fee vor 2 | 
gain, You are very good, and I dare nc 
_ ou. But I cannot but remember how 


ell I paſſed my time, when you were here 
J am, &c. 


To the ſaint, directed thus : 


For ANTHONY COLLINS, E/; ta be delivered 
to him after my deccaſe. 
Dear Sir, 


Y my will you will fee that I had ſom: 
kindneſs for ***, And I knew tio bet. 

ter way to take care of him, than to put hun, 
and what I deſigned for him, into your hands 
and management: The knowledge I have © 
your virtue of all kinds, fecures the trutt, 
which, by your permiſſion, I have placed in 
you; and the peculiar eſteem and love, | have 
oblerved in the young man tor you, will di 
poſe him to be ruled and influenced by y- 1, 
fo that of that I need fay nothing. But there 
is one thing, which it is neceſſary for mc to 
recommend to your eſpecial care and me- 
mory ol wo ALA 


Nay 


-——+ — — _ 
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May you live long and happy, in the en- 
joyment of health, freedom, content, and all 
thole bleſſings, which providence has beſtow- 
ed on you, and your virtue intitles you to. 
know you loved me living; and will pre- 
ſerve my memory, now I am dead. All the 
uſe to be made of it is, that this life is a ſcene 
of vanity, that ſoon paſſes away ; and affords 
no ſolid ſatisfaction, but in the conſciouſneſs 
of doing well, and in the hopes of another 
life, This is what I can ſay, upon experience, 
and what you-'will find to be true, when you 
come to make up the account. Adieu: I 
cave my belt wiſhes with you. 

Joux Locke. 


Taru o ROCHESTER fo the Honourable 
HEXRY SAVILE, 


HARRY, | 
Y WY cannot ſhake off the ſtateſman en- 


tirely; for I perceiye, you have no 
opa of a letter, that is not almoſt aGazette; 
Now, to me, Who think the world as- giddy 
* mylelf, I care not which way it runs, and 
am fond of no news, but the proſperity of my 
inents, and the continuance of their kindneſs 
i 21%, which is the only ertor I wila to con- 
unue 


— — — 
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tinue in 'em: For my own part, I am n+ 
at all ſtung with my Lord M 's MEAN am- 
bition, but I afpire to my Lord s ge. 
nerous philoſophy : They who would be great 
in our little government, ſeem as r:diculous 
to me as ſchool-boys, who, with much en- 
deavour, and ſome danger, climb a crab-tre, 
and venture their necks for fruit, which (i 
pigs would diſclain, if they were not ſtarving, 
Theſe refiettions, how idle foever they ſeem 
to the buly, if taken into conſideration, wou!d 
fave you many a weary ſtep in the day, and 
help Gy to many an hour's fleep, which 
he wants m the night ; But G woul! be 
rich; and, by my troth, there is ſome ſenſe in 
that: Pray remember me to him, and ec 
him, I wiſh him many millions, that his foul 
may find reſt, Ypu write meg word, that | an 
out of fayour with a certain poet, whom | 
have ever admired, for the diſproportion i 
him and his attributes: He is a rarity which 
I cannot hut be fond of, as one would be of a 
hog that could fiddle, or a ſinging owl. If |: 
falls upon me at the blunt, whith is his very 

ood weapon in wit, I will forgive him, i 
you pleaſe, and leave the repartee to Flac 
Will, with a cudgel. And, now, my dest 


17 #7 


Hich 
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very 
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Harry, if it may agree with your affairs to 
thew yourſelf in the country this ſummer, 
contrive ſuch a crew ay uv as may not be 
ahamed of paſſing by Foodflack ; and if you 
can debauch Alderman G——y, we will make 
a ſhi{t to delight his gravity, I am forry for 
the declining D s, and would have vou 
be generous to her at this time: For that is 
true pride, and 1 delight in it. 
ROCHESTER. 


Earl of ROCHESTER to the Honourablg 
HENRY SAV1LE, 


Dear Savile, 
HIS day I received the unhappy news of 


my own death and burial, But, hearing 
what heirs and ſucceſſors were degreed me in 
my pl: ace, and chiefly m my 'odgings, it was 
no {:nail joy to me that thoſe tidings prove un- 
tue. M ly paſſion for living is ſo increaſed, 
that I omit no care of mylelf, which, before, 
| never thought life worth the trouble of tak 
ing. The! Ving. who knows me to he a — 
ul natured man, will not think it an ea V 
Matter for me to die, now 1 jive chiefly out 


of tp 20 Dear Mr. Sawile, afford me ſome 


vs iyom your land of the living : And 
though 


22 _ 
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though I have little curjolity to hear who't 
well, yet I would be glad my few friere ge 
ſo, of whom you are no more the le thay 
the leanelt, I have better compliments frr 
you, but that may not look ſo fincere 1s | 
would have you believe I am, when | pro 
myſelf, Your faithſul aſtechionate 
Ht humble ſervant, 
RocHyes Tr? 


Earl of ROCHESTER {90 Mrs, ——. 
Madam, | 
# rp 13 the firſt ſervice my hand has done 
me, Aince my being a cripple, and | 
would not employ it in a he ſo foon : There- 
fore pray believe me Gncere, when I aus 
you, that you are very dear to me; and 
ong as I hve, I will be kind to you. 
p. S. This is all my hand would write, but 
my heart thinks a great deal more. 
| To the ſame. 
Madam. | 
OTHING can ever be ſo dear to me 33 
you are; and Iam fo convinced of this, 
that I dare undertake to love you whillt ] live; 
Believe all 1 fay, for that is the kindeft thing 
imaginable, and when you can devite 2: y wi 
; nat 


— - 
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that may make me appear ſo to you, inſtruct 
me in it, for I need a better underſtanding 
tian my own, to ſhew my love, without 
wrong to it. | 


$17 W1ikLIiaM TEMPLE to Myr; SIDNEY. ' 


Sir, Hague, Dec. 13, N. 8. 1675. 
HOUGH I did not like the date of your 
laſt letter, yet I did all the reſt very 
well. I thought Lyons a little too far off for 
one I with always in my reach: But when I 
remembered it was a place of ſo great trade, 


and where you told me yours had been very 


cool in former times, I was contented, to 
thnx you ſpent your time to your own.advan- 
tage and f{ausfaction, though not to your 
fende, by keeping at ſuch a diſtance. I was 
very well pleaſed t other day with a viſit made 
ic by Captain Fre/hei-m, who was much in 
jour praiſes ; but T did not like that he ſhould 
make you kinder to him than to me: Yet L 
think he deſerves it of you, if all be true that 
he tells; for he pretends to think you le plus 
bel homme, & le plus honnete homme, and I 
know not what more, that never came into 
my head, as you know very well, However, 


1 was mighty glad to hear hun fay, you had 
G the 


— 


* 
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the beſt health that could be, and that ycu 
looked as if you would keep it ſo, if you did 
not grow too kind to the place and company 
you Fred in, or they to you. Yet, after what 
you tell me ot the French air ind Bourl::; 
waters, I 2m much apter to wiſh myſc if there, 
than you in theſe parts of the world ; ard 
though I hear news every day from all fd, 
yet I have not heard any fo good, ſince I can 
upon this icene, as what you fend me, of the 
effects I am like to feel by the change, whit 
ever I come upon that where you are. They 
will be greater and better than any 1 can 
expect by being the buſy man, thorg! » 
pourrois bien faire merveilles, with the « 
pany I am jowned to; and nobody know: 
what Sir Ellis may raiſe another am! hade, 
that has already raiſed one from the dead. 
They begin to talk now ot our going to NM. 
guen, as if it were nearer than I thought 1! 1 
month ago: When we are there, it will be 
time enough to tell you what I think of out 
coming away. Hitherto, I can only ſay, the: 
are ſo many ſplinters in the broken bune, th 
the patient muſt be very good, as we}! a 
ſurgeon, if it be a ſudden cure. And thouz! 
I believe, boch where you and I are, the di. 
| pouvls 


pw_ —  — — 
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poliions towards it are very well, yet L doubt 
of thoſe who are farther off on both ſides of 


. us, For aught any body knows, this great 
t dance may end as others uſe to do, every man 
1 coming to the place where they begun, or 
5 near it: Only, againſt all reaſon and cuſtom, 


4 | doubt the poor Swede, that never led the 
dance, is likelieſt to pay the fidlers. I hope 
you know what paſſes at home; at leaſt, tis 


he pity you ſhould not : but if you don't, 
M (hall not for me at this diſtance; and 
hen you talk of returning, the matter 1s not great. 
— In the mean time, pray let me know your 


motions and your health, ſince the want of 
your cypher keeps me from other things you 
lad you had a mind to tell me. I hear no- 
ting of the letter you ſay you have ſent me 
by ſo good a hand; ſo that all I can fay to 
at is, that by whatſoever it comes, any will 
b velcome that comes from youis; becauſe 
nobody loves you better than I, nor can be 
more than I am, 


Tours, &c. 


the du. | 8 2 
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Sir WILLIIAu TemyLE t Lord Alling 
TON. 


My Lord, Brufſel:, March 2, N. S. 1668. 
! A M forry his majeſty ſhould meet with 
any thing he did not look for at the open- 

ing of this ſeſſion of parliament ; but coutef, 
I do not fee why bis majeſty ſhould not only 
conſent to, but encourage any inquiries or 
* diſquifitions they defire to make into the mil. 
carriages of the late war, as well as he bes 
done already in the matter of accounts: For, 
if it be not neceſſary, it is a king's eale and 
happineſs to content his people. I doubt, 
men will never part willingly with thei 1 
nies, unleſs they be well perſuaded it will : 
employed directſy to thoſe ends for which (|: 
gave it; fo they will never be fatished wi: 
a government, unlefs they ſee men are cho 
into offices and employments by being © 0 
them ; continued, for — them well; 
rewarded for extraordinary merit; and pu 
niſhed for,remarkable fanlts. Beſides, in the 
_ caſes, his majeſty diſcharges the hardſhy 
and ſeverity of all puniſhments upon the pat: 
liament, and commits no force upon the gen. 


tleneſs of his own nature, While his ui 
iy 
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{re that no tenderneſs of their prince, nor cor- 
ruption of miniſters, can preſerve them long 
trom paying what they owe to any forfeits of 
their duty, Nor indeed can any prince do 
juſtice to thoſe that ſerve him well, without 
puniſhing thoſe that ſerve him ill; ſinee that 
is to make their conditions equal, whoſe de- 
ferts are different, I ſhould not fay this to 
any perſon but your Lordſhip, to whom I 
know part of that juſtice is due. But to ſay 
trath, the progreſs and end of the laſt war 
went 1o much to my heart, and I have heard 
% much lately from Monſieur de Wit, con- 
ccining the carriage of it on our ſide, eſpe- 
cially what fell under his eye while he was 
abroad in the fleet, that I cannot but think 
the parliament may be excuſed for their 
warmth in this purſuit. But your Lordſhip 
can beſt diſcern by the courſe of debates, 
whether this proceeds from a ſteady intention 
upon a general good, or from ſome accidental 
diſterapers, from which the greateſt and beſt 
aſſemblies of men are not always free, eſpe- 
cially when they have continued long toge- 
ther. I beg your Lordſhip's pardon for my 
liberty in theſe diſcourſes, to which you were 
pleaſed to encourage me, by hearing me fo 


3 obſigingly 
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obligingly thoſe few minutes I was allowe! 
for ſuch talk or thoughts at my laſt being with 
you, and from the ſenſe you then expreſ7..! ©! 
the abſolute neceſſity there was for his M. 
jetty to fall into a perfect intelligence with h 
parliament, 7 being engaged into an 
appearance of action abroad by the force of 
this preient conjuncture. 
1 am ever, &c. 


Sin WilLLiam TEMPLE to the Biſhop of 
| ROCHESTER, 
My Lord, Nimeguen, May 21, N. S. 1637. 
[| AM unacquainted with thanks or prailes, 
having ſo little deſerved any, that I mult 
judge of them rather by the report of others, 
than by any experience of my own, But if, 
by either, I underſtand any thing of them, 
all the charm or value they have ariſes from 
the eſteem a man has of the perſon that giver 
them, or the belief in ſome meaſure of bie 
own deſerving them. The firſt of theſe cir- 
cumſtances gave ſo great an advantage tot 
I had lately the honour of receiving on 
your Lordſhip in a letter delivered me by Mr. 
Delhen, that the want of the other was bu 
neceſſary to allay the vanity they might other. 


Wilt 
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wiſe have given me. But where a man can 
and no ground to flatter himſelf upon the 
tanks he receives, he begins to conſider 
whether they are praiſe or reproach : And ſo 
I am {ure I have reaſon to do in the acknow- 
lcugments your lordſhip is pleaſed to make 
me of any {ayours to your ſon, who has never 
yet been ſo kind to me, as to give me the leaſt 
occaſion of obliging him. I confeſs, I thould 
hive been glad to meet with any, though L 
to not remember ſo much as ever to have told 
him ſa; but if he has gueſſed it from my 
countenance or converſation, it 1s a teftimony 
of his obſerving much, and judging well; 
witch are qualities J have thought him guilty 
of, among thoſe others that allow me to do 
lum no favour but juſtice only in eſteeming 
kim, Tis his fortune to have been before- 
hand with me, by giving your lordſhip an 
occaſion to take notice of me, and thereby 
turn;ſhing me with a pretence of entering into 
your ſervice; which gives him a new title to 
any I can do him, and your lordſkip à very 
juſt one ro employ me upon all occaſions. 
Notwithſtanding your lordſhip's favourable 
opinion, I will aſſure vou, 'tis well for me, 
Uat our work here requires little ſkill, and 

64 that 


£8 Lerrzs on the moſl Common 


that we have no more but forms to deal with 
in this congreſs, while the treaty is truly in 
the held, where the conditions of it are yet 
to be determined. Fata viam imwenion: : 
Which is all I can ſay of it: Nor ſhall In- 
creaſe your lordſhip's preſent trouble, beyond 
the profeſſions of abi, | 
My Lord, 
your Lordſbip's moſt obedion! 
bumble ſervant, 


Dr. Gas Tn t AnTrowny HENLEY, Ef; 

incigſing a Poem, called, his Diſpeuſary. 

SIR, | 

4 Man of your character can no mere pre- 
A veu* a dedication, than he would encuu- 
rage ont: for merit, like a virgin's bluthes, 
is fill + oft diſcovered, when it lahours mot 
to he concealed, © *: 

Dis hard, to think well of you ſhout be 
tit juſtice, and to tell you fo ſhould be an 
nne: Thus, rather than violate your mo- 
gelt; I muſt be wanting to your other virtues ; 
to gratify one good quality, do wrong to 
2 thouſand. 

The world generally meaſures our efte-my 
by the ardour of our pretences; and * 


carr! 
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ſcarce believe that ſo much zeal in the heart 
can be conſiſtent with ſo much faintneſs in 
the expreſſion : But when they reflect on your 
eadineſs to do good, and your induſtry to 
hide it; on your paſſion to oblige, and your 
pain to hear it owned ; they will conclude 
hat acknowledgments would be ungrateful 
to a perſon, who even ſeems to receive the 
obligations he confers, But _ I ſhould 
p-r11ade myſelf to be filent upon ail occaſions, 
thole more polite arts, which, till of late, 
have languiſhed and decayed, would appear 
under their preſent advantages, and own you 
{or one of their generous reſtorers; inſomuch, 
that ſculpture now breathes, painting ſpeaks, 
muſic raviſnes; and as you help to refine our 
nite, you diftinguiſh your own. Your ap- 
probation of this poem is the only exception 
> the opinion the world has of your judg - 
rent, that ought to rehſh nothing fo much 
23 what you write yourſelf : But you are re- 
olye:! to forget to be a critic, by remembering 
en are a friend. To fay more, would he 
uren, to you; and to fay leſs, would be 
pj in, 


Your bumble fervent. 


To 
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To PHriLOTEs 


Should not have ſuffered ſo long an inter. 

val to interrupt our correlpondence, if my 
expedition to Euphronius had not Hy em. 
loyed me for theſe laſt ſix weeks, I had 
ong promiſed to {pend ſome time with him 
before he embarked with his regime: tor 
Flanders ; and as he is not one of tho'c II. 
dibraſtic heroes, who chuſe to run away ot 
day that they may live to fight another, wi 
unwilling to truſt the opportunity of Heng 
him, to the very precarious contingency d 
his return. The high enjoyments le leaves 
behind him, might indeed be a pledge to tis 
friends, that his caution would at Jeaſt by 
equal to his courage, if his notions of ho- 
nour were Jeſs exquiſitely delicate. But he 
will undoubtedly act as if he had nothing 
hazard; though at the ſame time, from tie 
generous ſenſibility of his temper, e feel 
every thing that his family can ſuffer in ther 
fears for his danger. I had an inſtance, hf 
I was in his houſe, how much Euphrona's 
apprehenſions for his ſafety are ready to take 
alarm upon every occaſion. She called ne 
one day into the gallery to look upon a pe. 


ture, 


* ' ny * 
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ture, which was juſt come out of the painter's 
hands ; but the moment ſhe carried me up to 
it, ſhe burſt out into a flood of tears. It was 
drawn at the requeſt, and after a deſign of 
her father's, and is a performance which does 
creat honour to the ingenious artiſt who exe- 
cited it, Eupbranius is repreſented under the 
character of Hector when he parts from An- 
gumache, who is perſonated in the piece by 
Eupbronia z as her ſiſter, who holds their lit. 
ve boy in her arms, is ſhadowed out under 
the 6£-ure of the beautiful nurſe with the 
young Aflyanax. I was ſo pleaſed with the 
delign in this uncommon family- piece, that T 
thonght it deſerved particular mention; as I 
could wiſh it were to become a general faſhion, 
to have all pictures of the ſame kind executed 
in ſome ſuch manner. If, inſtead of furniſh- 
ing a room With ſeparate portraits, a whole 
family were to be thus introduced into a fingle 
piece, and repreſented under ſome intereſting 
kitorical ſubject, ſuitable to their rank and 
character, portraits, which are now ſo gene- 
rally and fo deſervedly deſpiſed, might be- 
come of real value to the public. By this 
means hiſtory-painting Loop be encouraged 
amongſt us, and a ridiculous vanity turned 

to 
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to the improvement of one of the mot in. 
ſtructire, as well as the moſt pleaſing of the 
imitative arts. Thoſe who never contributes 
a ſingle benefit to their own age, no: wil 
ever be mentioned in any aſter-one, might | 

this means employ their pride and their ex. 
pence in a way which might render them eq. 
tertaining and uſeful both to the preſent auc 
future times. It would require, indeed, pita! 
judgment and addreſs in the painter, to chu 
and recommend ſubjects proper to the vaio: 
characters which would brefent themſelves 19 
his pencil; and undoubtedly we ſhould 4 
many enormous abſurdities committed, it this 
faſhion were umverfally to be follower, |: 
would certainly, however, afford a ge 
ſcope to genius, and, probably, ſupp'y us, in 
due time, with ſome productions which migh! 
be mentioned with thoſe of the moſt celchratel 
ſchools. I am perſuaded at leaſt, that gia! 
talents have been ſometimes loft to this att, 
by being confined to the dull, though preßt. 
table labour of ſenſeleſs portraits; as I ſhouid 
not doubt, if the method I was ſpeaking 9 
were to take effect, to ſee that very promiling 
genius, who, in conſequence of your ger? 
rous offices, is now forming his band . 
a obi 


_ 
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1hleſt models in Rome, prove a rival to thoſe 
-reat maſters whoſe work he is ſtudying. It 
cannot, I think, be denied, that the prevail- 
in; fondneſs ot having our perſons copied out 
for poſterity, is, in the pretent application of 
it, 2 molt abſurd and uſeleſs vanity : As, in 
veneral, nothing affords a more ridiculous 
ſcene, than thoſe groteſque figures which 
uſually line the manſions of a man, who is 
fond of diſplaying his canvas- anceſtry. 


God beaw'n! That ſots and knaves ſhould 
be ſo waing 

Ts wi/h their vile reſemblance may remain; 

And fland recorded, at their own requeſt, 

To future times a libel or a jeſt, DRYDEN, 


You muſt by no means, however, imagine 
that I abſolutely condemn this lower applica- 
uon of one of the nobleſt arts, It has cer- 
tainly a very juſt uſe, when employed in per- 
petuating the reſemblances of that part of 
our ſpecies, who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
elves in their reſpective generations. To be 
deſuous of an acquaintance with the perſons 
of thoſe who have recommended themſelves 
dy their writings or their actions to our eſteem 
zud applauſe, 28 a very natural and reaſonable 

curiolity, 
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curioſity, For myſelf, at leaſt, I have cficy 
found much ſatisfaction in contemp}atiug 4 
well-choſen collection of the portrait ind, 
and comparing the mind of a favourite cha- 
racter, as it was either expreſſed or concealed 
in its external lineaments. There is ſome. 
thing hkewiſe extremely animating in the{ 
lively repreſentations of celebrated met; 
and it was an obſervation of one of the Sai. 
pio, that he could never view the figures of 
his anceſtors without finding his boſam glow 
with the moſt ardent paſſion of imitating their 
deeds, However, as the days of exemplar; 
virtue are now no more, and we arc not, 
many of us, diſpdſed to tranſmit the moſt 
inflaming models to future times, it would be 
but prudence, methinks, if we are relolved 
to make poſterity acquainted with the perſons 
of the preſent age, that it ſhould be by view- 
ing them in the actions of the paſt, Adieu. 
Jan, &c. 


To the ſame. 


Tuabridge, Auguſt 4, 1748. 

Think I promiſed you a letter from this 
place; yet I have nothing more material 

to write than that I got ſafe hither, To any 
| | other 
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ce man 1 ſhould make an, apology for 
ig bling him with an information ſo trivial; 
511, among true friends there is nothing in- 
cha Arent, and what would ſeem of no con- 
caled euence to others, has, in intercourſes of 
on. es nature, its weight and value. A by- 
thele ander, unacquainted with play, may fancy, 
mt; haps, that the counters are of no more 
4. worth than they appear 3 but thoſe who 
'S of ie engaged in the game, know they are to 
low WF i conidered at a higher rate. You ſee I 
heir d my alluſions from the ſcene before me: 
ary \ propriety which the critics, I think, upon 
of, ome * recommend. I have often 
olt wondered what odd whim could firſt induce 
be healthy to follow the ſick into places of 
this ſort, and lay the ſcene of their diverſions 
's and the moſt wretched part of our ſpecies : 


one ſhould ĩmagine an hoſpital the laſt ſpot in 
dne world, to which thoſe who are in purſuit 
ot pteafure would think of reforting. How- 
ever, ſoit is; and by this means the com- 
pany here furniſh out a tragi-comedy of the 
not fingular kind. While fome are literally 
mg, others are expiring in metaphor z and 
in one ſcene you are preſented with the real, 
a4 in another with the fantaſtical pains of 
mankind. 
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mankind. Aa ignorant ſpectator might be 
apt to ſuſpect, that each party was ende a- 
vouring to qualify iUelt for acting in the 
op potite character: For the infirm cannot 
labour more earneſthy to recover the oo 
they have loft, than the robuſt to diſliners 
that which they poſſeſs. Thus the diſcaled 
Pais not more anxious nights in their beds, 
than the healthy at the hazard- tables; bo G 
frequently ſce a game at quadrnile occaſion +» 
leyere diſquietudes as a fit of the gout. As 
for myſelf, I perform a fort of middle part 
this motley drama, and am ſometime; di 

{ed to join with the invalids in envying th 
Fealthy, and ſometimes have ſpirits env 
to mix with the gay in pitying the ſplen | 

The truth is, 1 have found "ay benen 
by the waters 5 but I ſhall not be ſs {an-unt 
as to pronounce with certainty of their «fee! ; 
till I ſee how they enable me to pats tirouge 
the approaching winter, That ſeaſon you. 
know 1s the time of trial with me : * 1 
get over the next with more eaſe than the lat, 
1 ſhall think myſelf obliged to c debrat e the 
nymph of theſe ſpri ings in gr ateful ſonnc! 

But let time and ſeaſons operate as he; 
may, there is one part of me over 25 

ey 


—— 
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they will have no power; and in all the 
changes of this uncertain conſtitution, my 
heart will ever continue fixed and fumly 
yours. I am, &c. 


Toa CLEORA. 


Auguſt 11, 1738. 

H' it is but a few hours ſince I parted 
from my Clcora, yet I have already, 

you fee, taken up my pen to write to her : 
You mult not expect, however, in this, or 
in any of my future letters, that I fay fine 
things to you, lince I only intend to tell you 
true ones, My heart is too full to be regu- 
lar, and too ſincere to be ceremonious. I have 
anged the manner, not the ſtyle, of my 
former converſions: And I write to you, 
a+ [ wed to talk to you, without form or art. 
Te me then, with the fame undiflembled 
ſincerity, what effect this abſence has upon 
your ulual cheartulnels ? As I wil honeſtly 
mics, on my own part, that I am too in- 
terolted to with a circumftance, fo little con- 
tent with my own repoſe, ſhould be alto- 
gether reconciicable to yours. | have at- 
tempted however, to purſue your advice, and 
Gert myſell by the ſubject you recommend 
ts 
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to my thoughts: But it is impoſſible, I per- 


ceive, to turn off the mind at once from un 


object, which it has long dwelt upon with 


pleaſure. My heart, like a poor bird which 


is hunted from her neſt, is ſtill returning to 
the place of its affections, and after ſome van 
efforts to fly off, ſettles again where al ©: 
cares and all its tenderncis are centcred, 


Adieu. | 
To ORONTES. 


May 6, 735. 

E T others conſider you for thoſe api 

poſſeſſions you enjoy : Suffer me to lay, 

that it is your applicat'on of them alone 

which renders either them or you vatuallr in 

my ell1mation, Your ſplendid roots anch ele- 

rant accommodations I can view without tlie 

ſeal emotion of envy ; But when Ioan 
you in the full power of exerting the 


_puypoies of your exalted generonty, — 15 


* 


then, I confets, I am apt to reflect, with ſome 
regret, on the hymbler jupplies of my ovn 
more limited finances. MiH habet (to ipirk 
of you in the ſame language that the fit of 
orators addreſſed the greateſt of Empa) 


nia tua majus, quam ut paſis; ner nature 
| ell 
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melius, quam ut welis ſervare quam plurimos. 
To be able to ſoften the calamities of man- 
kind, and inſpire gladneſs into a heart op- 
preſſed with want, is indeed the nobleſt pri - 
vilege ot an enlarged fortune: But to exer- 
cile that privilege in all its generous refine- 
ments, is an inſtance of the moſt uncommon 
elegance, both of temper and underſtanding. 

In the ordinary diſpenſations of bounty, 
little addreſs is required: But when it is to 
he 2pphed to thoſe of a ſuperior rank and more 
elevated mind, there is as much charity diſ- 
covered in the manner as in the meaſure of 
one's benevolence. It is ſomething extremely 
morutymgito a well formed ſpirit, to fee it- 
ſeit conſidered as an object of compaſſion; 
as it is the part of improved humanity to hu- 
mour this honelt pride in our nature, and to 
relieve the neceſſities without offending the 
delicacy of the diſtreſſed. 

{ have ſeen charity (if charity it might be 
called) inſult with an air of pity, and wound 
at the ſame time that it healed. But I have 
ſeen too the highelt munificence diſpenſed with 
the molt refined tenderneſs, and a bounty con- 
terred with as much addreſs as the moſt artful 
would employ in ſolliciting one. Suffer me, 


2 Oroge:, 
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Orontes, upon this lingie occafion, to gratiſy 
my own inclinations in violence to yours, by 
pointing out the particular inftance I have 1 
my view; and allow me, at the ſame tine, 
to join my acknowledgments, with tho# 
the untortunate perſon I recommend to you 
protection, for the generous affiftance you 
lately afforded him. I am, &c. _ 


Mr. DRYDEN t Mr. DENvis. 


My dear Mr. Dennis, 

HEN I read a letter fo full of jy 
commendations as vour laſt, I cannot 

Hut conſider you as the maſter of a vaſt tea. 
ſure, who, having more than enough tor 
yourſelf, are forced to flow out upon your 
friends. You have indeed the beſt right to 
ive them, ſince you have them in propriety : 

| But they are yo more mine when I receiv 
| them, than the light of the moon can be 30. 
| Jowed to be her own, who ſhines but by: 
reflection of her hrother. Your own poet! 


is a more powerful example, to prove th. , 
the modern writers may enter into compariſon X 
with the ancients, than any which Ferran 1 
could produce in France; yet neither he, nc : 

— 


you, who are a better critic, can perſuade 
me 
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me that there is any room left for a ſohd 
commendation, ar this time of day at leaſt, 
for we. If I undertake the tranſlation of 
Virgil, the little which I can perform will 
ſhew at leaſt, that no man is fit to write after 
him, in a barbarous modern tongue: Neither 
will his machines be of any ſervice to a chriſ- 
tan poet. We lee how ineffettually they 
have been tried by Tafſo, and by Artofto. 
'I'is uſing them too dully, it we only make 
devils of his gods: As if, for example, I 
would raiſe a ftorm, and make uſe of Solus, 
with this only difference, of calling him Prince 
of the Air, what invention of mine would 
there be in this? Or who would not ſee Virgil 
ihrough me, only the ſame trick played over 
«gain by a bungling juggler ? Hoileau has well 
obſerved, that it is an eaſy matter, in a chriſ- 
ian poem, for God to bring the devil to rea» 
on, I think I have given a better hint for 
new machines in my preface to Juvenal, 
here J have particularly recommended two 
lubjefts, one of King Arthur's conqueſt of 
ile Saxons, and the other of the Black Prance, 
n his conqueſt of Spain. But the guardian 
angels of monarchies and kingdoms are not 
lv be touched by every hand. A man * 
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be deeply converſant in the Platonic philoſo- 
phy to deal with them: And therefore I may 
reaſonably expect, that no poet of our age 
will preſume to handle thote machines, for 
fear of diſcovering his own ignorance ; or, 
if he ſhould, he might, perhaps, be uncrate- 
ful enough, not to own me for his hencfactur, 
After I have confeſſed thus much of our 
modern heroic poetry, I cannot but conclude 
with Mr. Rym—, that our Engliſh comedy 1s 
far beyond any thing of the ancients. And, 
notwithſtanding our irregularities, ſo is ont 
* gu Shakeſpeare had a genius (or it; 
and we know, in ſpite of Mr, R=—, that 
genius alone is a greater virtue (if I may to 
call it) than all other qualifications put toge- 
ther. You ſee what ſucceſs this learned critic 
has found in the world, after his blaſpheming 
Shakeſpeare. Almoſt al! the faults which le 
has diſcovered are truly there; yet who wi'! 
read Mr. Kym, or not read Shakeſþea: ct 
For my own part, I reverence Mr. Rym——-': 
learning, but I deteſt his ill-nature and hs 
arrogance, I, indeed, and ſuch as I, have 
reaſon to be afraid of lum, but Shakeſpeare 
has not. There is another part of poetry in 
which the Eugliſb tand almoſt upon an equal 


footing 
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footing with the ancients; and "tis that which 
we call Pindarigue, introduced, but not per- 
felted, by our famous Mr. Convley : Ard of 
this, Sir, you are certainly one of the greateit 
maſters: You have the ſublimity of ſenſe as 
well as found, and know how far the bold- 
nes of a poet may lawfully extend. I could 
wil you would cultivate this kind of ode, 
ind reduce it either to the ſame meaſure 
which Pindar uſed, or give new meaſures of 
vour on. For, as it is, it looks like a vaſt 
tract of land newly diſcovered. The toil is 
wonderfully ſruittul, but unmanured ; over- 
tocked with inhabitants, but almoſt all ſa- 
vages, without laws, arts, arms, or policy, 
remember poor Nat. Lee, who was then 
pon the verge of madneſs, yet made a ſober 
nd witty anſwer to à bad poet, who told 
m, It was an eaſy thing to write like a 
madman, No, ſaid he, tis very difficult to 
write lite a madman ; but "tis a wery ea 
matter to aurite like a fool. Otway and he 
ie ſafe by death from all attacks, but we poor 
poets militant (to uſe Mr. Convley's expreſ- 
hon*) are at the mercy of wretched ſeribblers: 
And when they cannot faſten upon our verſes, 
'hey tall upon our morals, our principles of 

H 4 Kate, 
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ſtate, and religion. For my principles of fe- 
ligion, I will not juſtify them to you; I know 
yours are far different. For the {ame realon, 
I ſhall ſay nothing of my principles of Rate; 
I beheve you in yours follow the dictates uf 
your reaſon, as I in mine do thoſe of my con- 
icience. It I thought mylclt in an error 1 
would fetract it; I am fure that ] fiuficr tor 
them; and Mz{toa makes even the devil fay, 
That us creature is in le ve with pain. To 
my morals betwixt man and man, 1 am not 
to be my own judge ; I appeal to the world if 
I have deceived or defrauded any man: And 
for my private converlation, they who ſet me 
every day can be the belt witneſſes, whether 
or no it be blameleſs and inoffenſive. Bi- 
therto I have no realon to complain that nen 
of either party ſhun my company. I hate 
never been an lnpudent beggar at the duors 
of noblemen : My viſits have indeed been to9 

rare to be unacceptable, and but juſt enough 

to teſtiſy my gratitude for their bounty; which 

I have frequently received, but always un- 

aſked, as themſelves will witnels. I have 

written more than I needed to you on thus 

ſubject: For I dare ſay you jultify me to 

yourſelf. As for that which I firſt Ay = 

i" 
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for the principal ſubject of this letter, which 
is my friend's paſſion, and his deſign of mar- 
nage, on better conſideration I have changed 
my mind : For having had the honour to {ce 
my dear friend Wycherley's letter to him on 
that occaſion, I find nothing to be added or 
amended. But, as well as I love Mr. y- 
cherley, I confels I love myſelf fo well, that I 
will not ſhew how much I am interior to him 
in wit and judgment, by undertaking any 
thing after him. There is Meet and the pro- 
phets in his counſel. Jupiter and Juno, as 
the poets tell us, made Tireftas their umpire, 
na certain merry diſpute which fell out in 
even betwixt them: Tirefias, you know, 
nach been of both ſexes, and therefore was a 
proper judge. Our friend Mr. Wycherley is 
full a5 competent an arbitrator : He has been 
bachelor, and a married man, and is now 
a widower, Virgil ſays of Ceneus, 


—— Nunc vir nunc feemma Cæncus, 
Rurſus & in veterem fato reuoluta figuram, 
Yet, I ſuppoſe he will not give any lagge 
Immendations to his middle ſtate; nor, as 
g lailor ſaid, will be fond, after a ſhipwreck, 
o put to fea again. If my friend will ad- 
venture 
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venture after this, I can but wiſh him goo. 
wind, as being his; and, 
My dear Mr. Dennis, youre, 


A Character of Mr. WYCHERL:\, 
By the Honourable Mr. GRaxvilie. 


Of all our modern wits, none ſeems t 
Once to haue touch'd upon true comedy, 
But haſiy Shadwel, and flow Wycherlc, ) 
Shadwel's unfiniſb d abu, do yet impart, 
Great proof of nature's force, tho" non art; 
But Wycherley earns hard aubate e du, 
He wants no judgment, ond he ſpares 17 pins. 
Ear] of ROCHESTER, Fe. 
S I R, 

HIS is part of a character given of 

Mr. Wycherley, by one of the p reel 
wits our later ages have produced, | vert 
are ſome other lines, which I huve tene 
relating to the ſame purpoſe, but ther (cnic, 
as I remember, is this; that as Mr. /7 ;\6 0 
ley excels in the ſtrength and variety f 
— ſo is he guilty of the ſeweſt e 


He is not only the greateſt avi, but the moi! 

correct, or ſomewhat to that ſignification. 
This character, however jult in other . 

ſpects, yet injures Mr. Wycherley in one u. 


t: cular, 
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(cular, being repreſented as a laborious writer, 
which every one can contradict, who has the 
it perſonal knowledge of him. Thole in- 
{ed who form their judgment only by his 
writings, may be apt to imagine, that ſo many 
wmirable reſlections, ſuch diverſity of images 
aud characters, ſuch ſtrict enquiries into 
"ure, fo thorough an inſpection, and 
lach cloſe obſervations upon the ſeveral hu- 
mours, manners, ſentiments, and affections 
of men, and as it were, fo true and fo 
ect a difſeftion of human-kind, delivered 
wh ſo much pointed wit, and force of ex- 
preſſion, as appears in his comedies, could 
he no other than the work of extraordinary 
ur and application. Whereas others, 
o have the happineſs to be acquainted with 
author, as well as his works, are able to 
firm, that all theſe perfections are due to 
his genius, and natural penetration. We 
owe the pleaſure and advantage of having 
been { well entertained and inſtructed b 

um, to his facility of doing it; for it 

mitake him not extremely, had it been a 
tovble to him to write, he would have ſpared 
himlelf that trouble. What he has per- 
med would, indeed, have been —_— 
vor 
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for a genius of leſs force; but the cub, which 
a man of ordinary ſize could not Itt, wa: 1, 
more than a walking- ſtaff for Hr, 
Mr. Witherley, in his writmgs, is fene, 
and bold in his undertakings ; in his conver! 
tion, gentle, madeſt, inoffenſive. In his un. 
tings he ſeems without Merce; in his natust 
he is all tenderneſs. He makes utc of hu 
fatire, as a man truly brave of lis conroge, 
only upon public occaſions, and tor pub, 
good : He compaſſionates the wound he 1: 
under a neceſſity to probe; or like a goud- 
natured conqueror, gricves at the occ2livn 
that provokes him to make ſuch havock, 
There are ſome who object againſt his 
werſification ; but a diamond is not leg 1 
diamond for not being pol:ſhed. Jeg 1 
is in poetry, what ——— is in painting, 1 
beautiful ornament : But if the proportions 
are juſt, the poſture true, the figuie , and 
the reſemblance according to nature, though 
the colours happen to be rough, or carcelly 
laid on, yet the picture ſhall loſe nothing 4 
its eſteem. Such are many of the c mabe 
pieces of Raphaerl; whereas the fine! 
the niceſt colour that art can invent, but 


labour in vain, when the reſt is in digs] 
; ke 


* 1 
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like paint beſtowed on an ill face, whereby 
the deformity is rendered but ſo much the 
mor? conſpicuous and remarkable. It would 
not be unſeaſonable to make ſome obſervations 
pon this ſubject, by way of advice to many 
o! our preſent writers, who ſeem to lay the 
whole ſtreſs of their endeavours upon the 
harmony of words: Like eunuchs they ſacri- 
tice their manhood for 2 voice, and reduce 
our poetry to be like echo, nothing but ſound. 
In Mr. Wycherley every thing is maſculine ; 
s mule is not led forth as to a review, but 
7 to a hattle : Not adorned for parade, but 
er execution : He would be tried by the 
/earpreſs of his blade, and not by the fiery : 
L\ke your heroes of antiquity, he charges in 
on, and ſeems to deſpiſe all ornament, but 
ntrinie merit; and, like thoſe heroes, has 
therefore added another name to his own ; 
and by the unanimous aſſent of the world, is 
called, The Manly Mycherley. But in order 
to judge of his learning, genius, taſte, and 
abe difpofition, you ſhould be acquainted 
with him. Name your day, and I will bring 
you together. I ſhall have both your thanks. 
[-t it be at my lodgings, I can give you no 
tale rauen that has out- lived twenty conſul- 
ſhips, 
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ſuips, but I can promiſe you a bottle of ge 
old claret, that has ſeen two reigns : Hon. 
tian wit will not be wanting when you tv 
meet. He ſhall bring with him, if you with 
a young poet newly inſpired in the _ 
bourtood of Cooper's hill, whom he an 

have taken under their wing; bis nam 
Pepe; he is not above 17 or 18 years of a, 
and promiſes miracles ; If he gos on as |: 
has begun, in the paſtoral way, in which 
Virgil firit try'd his Rrength, we may hoße 
to ſee Englifh poetry vie with the Roman, and 
the Swan of Vindſor ting as ſweetly as th: 
Mantuan, I expect your anſwer. 

Dear HARRY adtev, &. 


Queen ANN BOLEYN's laſt Letter '5 Fig 
HexnRy VIII. 


SIR, 
OUR Grace's diſpleaſure and n:y n. 
priſonment ate things fo [ring 
me, as what to write, or what to x 
am aliogether ignorant: Whereas 144 
unto int (willing me to confeis a ruth, 
ſo obta'n y out favour) by ſuch a one, wh 
ou know to be mine antient profelied cnewy, 
1 no ſooner reccived tuis miellage by him, 2 
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I rightly conceived your meaning; and if, as 


| you lay, conteſſing a truth indeed may pro- 
: cure iy latety, I ſhall, with all willingneſs 
and duty, perform your command, But let 
, not your Grace ever imagine, that your poor 


wite will ever be brought to acknowledge a 
{1ult, where not ſo much as a thought thereof 
proceede |, And to ſpeak a truth, never prince 
L had wite more loyal in all duty, and im all 
| tre affection, than you have ever found in 
inn Boleyn; with which name and place I 
could willingly have contepted myſelf, if God 
ind your grace's pleaſure had been ſo pleaſed. 
Nether did T at any time ſo far torget myſelt 
in my exaltation, or received queenihip, but 
that I always looked for ſuch an alteration 
as [ now find ; for the ground of my pre- 
ferment being on no ſurer foundation than 
eur Grace's fancy, the leaſt alteration I knew 
was fit and ſuffictent to draw that fancy to 
eme other object. You have cholen me, 
am a lo eftate to he your queen and com- 
Nanon, far beyond my deſert or defire. If 
n you found me worthy of ſuch honour, 
oc your Grace let not any light fancy, or 
Id countel of mine enemies, Withdtaw your 
pucely fayour from me; neither let that 


ba | nad, 


is ao. 


— os. 
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ſtan, that unworthy Rain, of a diſtoya! heart 
towards your good Grace, ever caſt ſo fou: 
blot on your moſt dutiful wife, and the infant 
* ·˖'i your daughter. Try me, good King, 
ut let me have a lawful trial, for my truth 
Mall fear no open ſhame ; then ſhall you (re 
either mine innocence cleared, your (111-101 
and conſcience ſatisfied, the ignominy 214 
ſlander of the world ſtopped, or my 
openly declared. So that whatfoever Go 

ou muy determine of me, your Grace m. 
freed from an open cenſure, and mine of- 
fences being ſo lawially proved, your Grace 
is at liberty, both before God and nan, n0! 
only to execute worthy puniſhment one. 
an unlawful wiſe, but to follow your aftefiion, 
already ſettle4 on that party, for whole fake 
I am now as I am; whoſe name I couc, 
ſome good while ſince, have pointed unte, 
your Grace not being ignorant of my ful. 

cion therein, | 

But if you have already determined of re, 

| anc! that not only my death, but an ina. 
flander muſt bring you the enjoying of yo! 
deſired happmels; then I deſire of God, 
he will pardon your great fin therein, 40% 
lizewiſc mine enemies, the inſtruments cle: 


0:1 
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ef; and that he will not call you to a ſtrict 
account for your unprincely and cruel ulage 
of me, at his general judgment-ſeat, where 
both you and myſelf mult ſhortly appear, 
and in whoſe judgment I doubt not (hat- 
ſcever the world may think of me) mine in- 
nocence ſhall be openly known, and ſuffi- 
ciently cleared, 
My laſt and only requeſt ſhall be, that 
myiclf may only bear the bur en of your 
Grace's diſpleaſure, and that it may not 
touch the innocent ſouls of thoſe poor gen- 
temen, who (as I underſtand) are likewiſe 
trait impriſonment for my ſake. If ever 
have found favour in your light, if ever the 
name of Ann Boleyu hath been pleaſing in 
your cars, then let me obtain this requeſt 3 
and I will fo leave to trouble your Grace any 
farther, with mine earneit prayers to the 
Trinity to have your Grace in his good kecp- 
nz, and to direct you in all your aftions. 
From my doleful priſon in the Tower, this 
6:2) of May. 
Yaur loyal and ever faithful wife. 


AnxN BOLEYN, 


Fir 
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Sir WALTER RALEIGH 7% Prince Hin, 
Son of JAMES I. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 

HE following lines are addrefſ-4 5 

your Highneſs, from a man who vue 
his liberty, and a very (mall fortune in a 
mote part of this iſland, under the prefent 
conſtitution, above all the riches and honau:; 
that he could any where enjoy under any other 
eltabliſhment. You fee, Sir, the dodtring 
that are lately come into the world, a how 
far the pliraſe has obtained, of calling your 
royal father God's Vicegerent ; winch 1! 
men have turned both to the diſh-nv7 of 
God, and the impeachment of his Mzyetty's 
goodneſs. They adjoin Vicegerency to the 
idea of being all- po eriul, and not to that 
of being all good. His Mzjelty's wiſdom, 
it is o be hoped, will fave him from the hate 
that may lie under groſs adulations; but you! 
yeuth, and the thirſt of praiſe which I hove 
obſerved in you, may pothbly miſlead yo to 
hearken to theſe charmers, who would . 
duct your noble nature into tyranny. be 
careful, O my Prince! hear them not, % 


their deceits; you are in the ſucceſſion to 1 
| thron?, 
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throne, from whence no evi] can be imputed 
to you, but all good muſt be conveyed from 
tou. Your father is called the Vicegerent of 
veaven ; wiyle he is good, he is the Vice- 
gwent of heaven. Shall men have authority 
hom the fountain of good to do evil? No, 
my Prince; let mean and degenerate fpirits, 
«hich want benevolence, ſuppoſe your power 
pared by a diſability of doing injuries. If 
ut of power to do iil be an incapacity in a 
Funce, with reverence be it ipoken, it is an 
mcapacity he has in common with the deity. 


. Let me not doubt but all pleas which do not 
* in them the mutual happineſs of Prince 
8 ac people, will appear as ahlurd to your 
5 cat underſtanding, as diſagreeable to your 
poble nature. Exert yourſelf, O generous 

- Prince, againſt fuch ſycophants, in the glo- 
* nous cauſe of liberty ; and aſſume ſuch an 
. ambition worthy of you, to ſecure your fel- 
2 ws creatures from Ulavery ; from 2 condition 
J 3 much below that of brutes, as to act with- 

\ Wt 1calon is leſs miſerable than to act againſt 

= Preſerve to your future fu5j«Gts the divine 

* of being free agents ; and to your own 

„dee, the divine right of being their 


kwetictors, Believe me, my Prince, there 
2 7 
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is no other right can flow from God. Wh! 
your Highneſs is forming yourſe!t tor a 
throne, conſider the laws as ſo many common- 
places in your ſtudy of the ſcience of go- 
vernment; when you mean nothing but jul. 
tice, they are an eaſe and help to you. , 
way of thinking is what gave men the 2!0- 
rious appellations of deliverers and fathers ot 
their country; this made the fight of then 
rouſe their beholders into acclamations, u 
mankind incapable of bearing their 
ance, without applauding it as a benefit, 
Conſider the inexpreſſible advantages which 

will ever attend your Highneſs, while you 
make the power of rendering men happy the 
meaſure of your actions. While this s you 
impulſe, how eafily will that power be ex- 
tended ! The glance of your eye will give 
gladneſs, and your very ſentence have a force 
of bounty. Whatever ſome men would nt 
nuate, you have loft your ſubjects when you 
have loſt their inclinations. You are to pe- 
lide over the minds, not the bodies of men; 
the ſoul is the eſſence of the man, and you 
cannot have the true man againſt his inclins- 
tions, Chuſe therefore to be the Kinz, 0 
the conqueror of your people; it may be 
1990 
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ſuhmiſſion, but it cannot be obedience, that 
is paſſive, I am Sir, 
Your Highneſs s moſt faithful ſervant, 
WALTER KALEIGH. 
CHARLES I. 70 the Earl of STRAFFORD. 
STRAFFORD. 
HE misfortune that is fallen upon you 
by the ſtrange miftaking and conjunc- 
ture of theſe times being ſuch, that I mutt lay 
by the thought of employing you hereafter m 
my affairs; yet J cannot ſatisfy myſelf in 
honour or conſcience, without aſſuring you 
(now in the midſt of your troubles) that, 
on the word of a King, you ſhall not ſuffer 
mn life, honour, or fortune. This is but juſ- 
ice, and therefore a very mean reward from 
2 maſter to fo faithful and able a ſervant, as 
zu have ſhewed yourſelf to be; yet is as 
much, as I conceive the preſent times will 
p-rmit, though none ſhall hinder me from 
being, Your cenflant faithſul friend, 
CHARLES R. 
Earl of STRAFFORD to his Son. 
My deareſt WILL, 
HESE are the laſt lines that vou are to 
receive ſrom a father that tenderly loves 
T 3 you 
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you, I wiſh there were a greater leiſure tc 
mmpart my mind unto you; but our merce'y! 
God wil fapply all things by his grace, an 
guide and protect you in all your wiys; to 
whole infinite goodneſs I bequeath you ; nd 
therefore be not diſcouraged, but ſerve him, 
and truſt in him, and he will preterve aud 
proſper you in all things. Be ſure you give 
all reſpefts to my wife, that hath ever had a 
great love unto you, and therefore Wil be 
well becoming you. Never be wanting .: 
your love and care to your ſiſters, but le. 
them ever be moſt dear unto you: For tt 
will give others cauſe to eſteem and check 
ou for it, and is a duty that you oe gen 
in memory of your excellent mother a: my- 
ſelf : Therefore your care and afteciun t: 
them muſt be the very ſame that you et 
have of yourſelt ; and the like regard mil 
you have to your youngeſt ſiſer ; tor inder, 
you owe it her allo, both for her father ans 
mother's ſake. Sweet Will, be careful | 
take the advice of thoſe friends, which are 
by me deſired to adviſe you for your cdu 
tion. Serve God diligently mornin” 
evening, and recommend yourſeli unto 
and have him before your eyes in al! on 


Wa ” 
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ways. With patience hear the inſtructions 
of thoſe friends I leave with yon, and dili- 
cently follow their counſel. For, till you 
come by time to have experience in the world 
it will be far more fafe to truſt to their judg- 
ments than your own. Loſe not the !1me © 
our youth, but gather thoſe ſeeds of virtue 
21 knowle dge which may be of uſe to your- 
711 nd comfort to your triends, for the reſt 
your life. And that this may be the bet- 
ter dicted, attend thereto with patience, and 
be ure to re and refrain yourſelf from 
anger. Suffer not ſorrow to calt you down, 
wt with chrarfulneſs and good courage go 
on the race you have to run in all tobriety 
and truth, Be ſure with an hallowed care to 
have reſpect to all the commandments of 
4, and give not you ſelf to neglect them 
„ leaſt things, leſt hy degrees you come 
„0 'oret them in the greateſt; for the heart 
mon is decenttul above all things. And | in 
al ” ur dunes and devotions towards God, 
perform them joyfully than penſively, 
d loves a chæarful giver. For your re- 
on, Jet it be directed 2c cording. to that 
ich hall be taught by thoſe which are in 
vod's church, the proper teachers thereof, 
I 4 rather 
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rather than that you ever either fancy one tv 
urſelf, or be led by men that are gude. 
in their own opinion, and delight to go ways 


of their own finding out: For you will cer— 


tainly find ſoberneſs and truth in the one, and 
much unſteadineſs and vanity in the the, 
The King, I truſt, will deal graciouf wit! 
you; reltore you thoſe honours and that to- 
tune, which a diſtempered time hath deprive: 
you of, together with the life of your father; 
which I rather adviſe might he by a new g 
and creation from himſelf, than by any oth 
means, to the end you may pay ihe thanks 
to him without having obligations to any 
other. Be fure to avoid, as much as you can, 
to enquire after thoſe that have been (narp in 
their judgments towards me, and I charge 
you never to ſuffer thought of revenge to cu 
into your heart; but be careful to be 1nformes! 
who were my friends in this proſecution, 2 
to them apply yourſelf to make tiem you! 


friends alſo ; and on ſuch you may teu, 


beſtow much of your converſation a 
them. And God Almighty, of his fn 
goodneſs, bleſs you and your children sch 
dren ; and his ſame goodneſs bleſs your liſters 
in like manner, perfect you in every $9% 

volk, 
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work, and give you right underſtandings in 
all things. Amen. 
Your moſt lowing father. 
T.WENTWORTH, 


„ C@ARLES the Second”: Letter to the Duke 
of YoRK in his Exile. 


„ -VE already given you my reaſons at 
h e, why I think it ft that you ſhould 
den, yourlelt for ſome time beyond fea. As 
I am utterly ſorry for the occaſion, ſo you 
may c lure | ſhall never deſire it longer, than 
© will be abſolutely neceffary both for your 


cool and my ſei vice. In the mean time, I 
think it proper to grve you, under my hand, 


expect this compliance from you, and 
cht it may be as ſoon ss conveniently you 
can: You may eaſily believe with what trou- 
ble I write this to you, there being nothing I 
am more ſenſible of than the conſtant kindneſs 
ou have ever had for me; and 1 hope you 
ſo jult to me, as to be aſſured that no ab- 
'ence, or any thing elſe, can ever change me 
nom ever being truly and kindly yours, 
CHARLES REY, 


Queen 


* 
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Queen ANNE to the Duke of ManLron: L 
after the Vichory of Oudenarde. 


I WANT words to expreſs the joy I has 
that you are well after your glorious ſux. 
cels, for which, next to Almighty Gol, my 
thanks are due to you: And indeed He 
never ſay enough for I! the great and fas 
ſervices you have ever done ine. But |: 
juſt as to believe I am as truly ſenſible of them 
as a grateful heart can be, and ſhall be realy 
to ſhew it upon all occaſions. . I hope vou 
cannot doubt of my efteem and fricn hg 
for you, nor think, becauſe I differ with y- 
in ſome things, it is for want of either, No 
J do aſſure you, if you were here, I am 
ou would not think me ſo much in the wr; 
in ſome things, as I fear you do now. | 
afraid my letter ſhou'd come ioo 13% to La. 
don, and therefore dare lay no more, b 1 
I pray God Almighty to continue hits pro 
teftion over yon, and fend you fate e 
again: And be aſſured I ſhall ever be . 
ecrely, Cc. 


© ih 


Due 
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Dyke of MARLEOROUGH 40 Queen ANNE. 


Mabau, 
Y what I hear from London, I find your 
Majeſty is pleafed to think, that when I 
art reflected, I muſt be of opinion, that you 
ve in the right in giving Mr. Hill the Earl of 
Fſex's regiment. I beg your Majeſty will be 
© juſt to me, as not to think I can be ſo un- 
rea/onable as to be mortifed to the degree that 
lam, if it proceeded only from this one thing; 
for I ſhall always be ready and glad to do 
wery thing that is agreeable to you, after I 
are repreſented what may be a prejudice to 
your ſervice, But this 1s only one of a great 
ivy mortifications that I have met with. 
And as I may not have many opportunities of 
writing to you, let me beg of your Majeſty 
to reflect what your own people and the reſt 
the world muit think who have been wit- 
telles of the love, zeal and duty, with which 
have ſerved you, when they ſhall fee, that 
ter all L have done, it has not been able to 
motect me againſt the malice of a bed-chamber 
woman, Your Majeſty will allow me on 
us occahon, to remind you of what I writ 
o you the Jait campaign, of the certain know- 
| ledge 
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ledge I had of Mrs. Maſbam's having att 
Mr. Harley, that I ſhould receive ſuch con. 
ſtant mortifications, as ſhould make it impol. 
ſible for me to continue in your ſervice. Go! 
Almighty and the whole world are my w. 
neſſes, with what care and pains, Iba. 
ſerved you more than twenty vears ; ao | 
was rc!olved, if poſſible, to have fruge\cd 
with difficalties to the end of this wart, Gut 
the many inſtances IT heve had ot your . 
jeſty's great change to me, has ſo broke my 
jpirits, that I mult beg, as the greatelt and 
lat favour, that you will approve of my . 
tiring ; ſo that 1 may employ the little time! 
have to live, in making my juſt acknowleds. 
ments to God, for the protection He haus beer 
pleaſed to give me: And your Maj«lty ma 
be aſſured, that my zeal for you aud my 
country is fo great, that in my retirement! 
ſhall daily pray for your proſperity, and tha 
thoſe who ſhall ſerve you as faithfully 28 
have done, may never feel the hard return that 
I have met with, 
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From a Gentleman to his Friend, to comfort 

him under the Apprehenfions of Death. 


Ste, 


2 of your indiſpoſition with a great 
deal of regret. All your friends are ex- 
rremely concerned at your deſperate condition, 
but moſt of all, to find, this faſt ſcene of your 
te not only difſonant from, but a little un- 
worthy of the reſt. Tis a milery of nature 
o he neither exempt from pain, nor ealy 
under it; but your diſtemper has nothing in 
it but danger. I grant it is eſſential ny, by 
manity to dread a diſſolution; and that few 
xe tound ſo miſerable, but upon very indif- 
ferent terms would compound to live; but 
theſe are men abſolute ſlaves to the mechaniſm 
of their exiſtence, and who have not philo- 
phy enough to raiſe them above the cond1- 
von of animated clay. You, Sir, have taſted | 
all the blandiſhments that life affords, and | 
10nz 4go might have been thought tired with | 
e nauſeous revolution of the fame delights, | 
You were never imperions in authority, nor 1 
\upercihous to your inferiors; you drank | 
without quarrelling, and played without l 
ſwearing z 
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ſwearing; you repay'd what you borrowe:!, 
and lent ſometimes more than you coul gen- 
veniently ſpare z you laughed at no reh gun, 
though you never declared your own : Ex * 
one by this diſcretion thought you of wit be. 
cauſe your morality ſhewed you of the bet. 
you have not improved your eftate, you hay: 
ſpent it not ill, and have left enough to bury 
you. Methinks theſe reflections might make 
your mind more eaſy under your approachir 
diſunion. That you ſhuuld chute to live (if 
it were in your option) I don't wonder at, 
lince your life was a pleaſure to your fend, 
and never a trouble to yourſelf, But huge 
neceſſity ſcems to have determined you (ate 
the radical moiſture quite cxhauſted, an. hs 
glaſs, in fine, run out; why ſhould you | 
anxious at the cloſing of a period, you hay: 
ſo gloriouſly protracted to a good old af 
Why can't you calmly ſuffer what it 1s | 
pollible to avoid, and not by any regre ts oe 
reluctances ſeem too defirous of what wo 
not, cannot be? This were by one ac t 
tarniſh the glories of fifty odd years. TI can! 
ke a bleſſing on earth worth your ftavirg ir; 
the eternal viciſſitudes of things confun s you, 


« 


that they were made to be changed, and that 
I tle 
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the law of ſucceſſiun would be violated, if 
you did not in your turn make way for a 
pew part to be ated. Shew the world you 
believed what you practiſed: Since to die is 
the conſequence of being born, ler the ſcene 
be quietly ſhifted, and go calmly off the ſtage. 
Ayu lived bonoura ly, die fo, and then 

may expect to reſt happily, and leave a 
* name behind you. 


To Colonel R. in Spain. 


EFORE this can reach the beſt of 
huſbands and the fondeſt lover, thoſe 
cader names will be of no more concern to 

me. Ihe indiſpoſition in which you, to 
the dictates of your honour and duty, el 
me, has increaſed upon me; and I am ac- 
| zinted by my phyſicians I cannet live a 
week anger. At this time my ſpirits fail me; 
and it is the ardent love I have for you that 
curies me beyond my ttrength, and enables 
me to tel! you, the moſt painful thing in the 
proſpett of death is, that I mult part with 
ou; but let it be a comfort to you I have no 
gun hangs upon me, no unrepented tolly that 
[etards me; but I paſs away my laſt hours in 
kllecti ns upon the happineſs we have lived 
in 
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in together, and in ſorro that it is ſo {von tg 
have an end. This is a frailty, which, I hope, 
is ſo far from being crininaſ, that meth nks 
there is a kind of piety in being ſo unwillin, 
to be ſeparated from a ſtate which is th 
ſtitution of heaven, and in which we k ve 
lived according to its laws. As we know nc 
more of the next lite, but that it will be an 
happy one to the good, and miſerable to the 
wicked, whv way we not pleaſe ourlelves t! 
leaſt to alleviate the difficu! ty of religuing 
this being, in imagining that we ſhall have 4 
ſenſe of what paſſes below, and may g. it 
be employed in guiding the ſteps of tho 
with whom we walked with innocence e. 
mortal? Why may I not hope to go on 11 1 
uſual work, and, though unknown = 
be aſſiſtant in all the conflits of your 1141 
Give me leave to ſay to you, O beſt of mer þ 
"That I cannot figure to mvſelf a great ! 


— 


pineis than in ſuch an employment; + 
| preſ- nt at all the adventures to wenn cel 
1 life is expoled; to adminiſter ſlumber to th: 

fl eye-lids in the agonies of a tever to _ 
| | thy beloved face in the day ot battle; og oP 
if with thee a guardian angel, incapaiile © * 


wound or pain, where I have Junge: tc 


Ie 
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tend thee, when a weak, a fearful woman. 
Theſe, my dear, are the thoughts with which 
I warm my poor languid heart; but indeed I 
am not capable, under my .preſent weakneſs, 
of bearing the ſtrong agonies of mind J fall 
into, when IJ form to myſelf the grief you 
mult be in upon your fiſt hearing of my de- 
parture; I will not dwell upon this, becauſe 
your kind and generous heart will be but the 
more afflicted, the more the perſon for whom 
you lament offers you conſolation. My laſt 
breath will, if Jam myſelf, expirein a prayer 
for you, I ſhall never ſee thy face again. 
Farewel for ever. 


From Miſs *** to Mis PEMBERTON, giving her 

the melancholy Account of ber Siſter s Death, 

Dear Miſs PEMBERTON, 

UST as I was ſetting out for Morcefler- 
fire, in oder to follow my ſiſter, who, 
vou know, has been lame time there, I re- 
ceived a letter from my aunt, acquainting me, 
that ſhe was taken ill laſt Friday, and died in 
two days after. Yes, that lately fo much ad- 

mired, that ſplendid beauty is now reduce 
to 2 cold lump of clay for ever cloſed are 
thols once ſparkling eyes; huſhed is that 
F. voice 
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voice that once gave ſo much delight; the 
limbs, which art was ranſacked to doin, 
have now no other covering than a fimp!e 
ſhroud, and in a few days will be confined 
within the narrow compats of a tomb — Al 
what is life! — What all the gaudy pricle of 
youth, of pomp, of grandeur ! What the 
vain adoration of a flattering world -e. 
luſtwe pleaſures ; 32 fleeting nothings how 
unworthy are you of the attention 0 4 reg- 
fonable being! — You know the gay manne: 
m which we © have always lived, and will, ro 
. doubt be furgriſed to find exprefſions of th 
kind fall from my pen; — but, my dear Pe; 
terton, hitherto my lite has been a dream ; 
but I am now, thank Heaven, awake: — 
My tiſter's fate has rouizd me from my 
thargy of mind, made me fee the ci 
which [ was created, and reflect that t tere 15 
no time to e Joſt for their accomphſhment 
Who can aſſure me, that in an hour, . 
ment, I may not be as ſhe is? — And ut to, 
Oh! how unfit, how unprepared to inaxe my 
audit at the great tribunal! — In what 3 
ſtrange ſtupidity have I paſſed fourteen 01 fi- 
teen vears ! (for thoſe of my childhooi! 


not to be reckoned) I always knew that death 
Was 
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was the portion of the human race, yet never 
took the leaſt care to arm againſt the terrors 
of it. Whenever I went a little journey, I 
provided myſelf with all things neceſſary, yet 
have I got nothing ready for that long, laſt 
voyage, I muſt one day take into another 
— — What an infatuation to be anxious 
for the minuteſt requiſites for eaſe and pleaſure, - 
in a dwelling where I propoſed to ſtay a few 
weeks or months, . — yet wholiy re- 
gardleſs of what was wanting for making my 
telicity in an eternal hituation! Reaſon juſt 
kindled,; ſhudders at the recollection of that 
endleſs train of follies I have been guilty of: 
— Well might the poor Berintbia feel ail their 
force 3 — vain, gay, unthinking as myſelf, I 
'remble at the bare imagination of thoſe 1deas, 
which her laſt moments muſt inſpire; for I 
now faithfully believe with Mr. Waller, that, 


Leaving the old, both worlds at once they 
VIEW 


ö | 
W's fland upon the ti reſbold of the new. 

Whether it was the ſuddennel of her fate, 
or a letter ſhe wrote to me not two hours he- 
tore her death, I know not, that has made 
ibis alteration in me; but of this I am cer- 
? = tain, 
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tain, that I can never enough acknowledge 
the goodneſs of that divine power, -withon: 
whole aſſiſtance it could not have been brough! 
about. I ſhall make no apology for this me- 
lancholy epiſtle, becauſe I am very ſenſib/» 
that wharever concern you may fee! for my 
ſiſter, it will be greatly alleviated, by finding 
I am become at leaſt a reaſonable creature. 
Heaven has, I hope, accepted ber cont ion, 
and will enable me to be more early in mine, 
Jam, dear Mig, Yours, Kc. 


From the celebrated Mr. Rows, to the Right 
Hon. the Caunteſs of HER T#0RD, 
Written the Day before her Death. 

MaDaAmM, 
HIS is the laſt letter you Will eve e 
ceive from me, the laſt aſſurance I hal 
ive you on earth, of a ſincere and ite 
triendſhip ; but when we meet again, I hope 
it will be in the heights of immortal love 30d 
extaſy. Mine perhaps may be the glad ipirit 
to congratulate your ſafe arrival to the hy py 
ſhores. Heaven can witneſs how ſftacerc nv 
concern for your happineſs is: Thither [ hare 
ſent my ardent wiſhes, that you may be {- 
cured from the flattering -deluficns © th: 


LECT 
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wos ld ; and, after your pious example has 
been long. a bleſſing to mankind, may calmly 
gn your breath, and enter the confines of 
n moleſted joy.— I am now king my fare- 
wel of you here, but it is a ſhort adieu, with 
tu!! pertuaſion that we ſhall ſoon meet again. 
Bur ob! in what elecatian of happine's L 
—in what. enlargement of mind, and what 
perfection of every faculty) — What tranſport- 
ing roflections ſhall we make on the advan- 
ages of which. we {hail be eternally poſſeſſed? 
— To hn-that loved us in his blood ſhall we 
cribe immortal glory, dominion; and praiſe 
tor ever; This, is all my falvation, all my 
hope, That name in whom the Gentiles 
'rult, in whom all. the families of the ecartlr 
are hleſſed, is now my glorious, my unfail- 
ing confidence. In his worth alone I expect 
to ſand juſtified before infinite purity and 
His How poor are my hopes, it I de- 
pended: on thoſe works, which my vanity, or 
the gartiality of men have called good; and 
which, if examined by divine purity, would 
prove, perhaps, hut ſpecious fins! The beſt 
«tons of my life would be found defective, 
' brought tothe teſt of that unblemiſhed ho- 
nets, in whoſe fight the Heavens are not 

EK 3 clean. 
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clean, Where were my hopes, but for a re- 
deemer's merit and atonement ? How 
deſperate, how undone my condition — 
With the utmoſt advantages I could boait, 1 
ſhould ftep back and tremble at the thoughts 
of appearing before the unblemiſhed Ma- 
jeſty h Jesus! What harmony dwells 
in thy name! Celeſtial joy and immortal life 
are in the ſound ;—Let Angels ſet thee to 
their golden harps, let the ranſomed nations 
for ever magnity thee.— What a dream is 
mortal life! What ſhadows are all the obs 
of mortal fenſe ! All the glories of mortality 
(my much beloved friend) will be nothing in 
your view at the awful hour of death, her 
you muſt be ſeparated from this lower creation, 
and enter on the borders of the immo 
world. 

Something perſuades me this will be the 
laſt farewel in this world; Heaven forbid 1! 
ſhould be an everlaſting parting ! May that 
divine protection, whoſe care I 1mplore, keep 
you ſtedfaſt in the faith of chriſtianity, and 
guide your ſteps in the ſtricteſt paths of vive. 
Adieu, my moſt dear friend, until we meet 


in the Paradiſe of God, E. Rowe. 


4 
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To Miſs W adwijing ber to take Care of 
ber Houſe. 


S you are tenant at will in a very hand- 
ſome genteel houſe, aud are now capa- 
ble of furniſhing it in the politeſt manner, 
ming it by the ſtricteſt maxims of ceconomy 
and deco: um, permit à friend to give a few 
curſory hints in an affair of ſo much 1mpor- 
:1ace. Your building is compoſed of ſome of 
ue fineſt materials J ever lav, and is fo much 
the more liable o difcever the flaw and ſpot 
that may accidentally touch it.— Tis erected 
of a proper, height, a juſt ſize, reared on a 
regular plan, and finiſhed with the molt ac- 
curate proportion. On the top ſtands an 
eminent turret, furniſhed with a room of .a 
globular form, which I obſerve has two cryital 
windows in the front. Theſe are ſo con- 
lructed as to be exceedingly uſeful, as they 
command an extenfive proſpect, and, if al- 
ways kept clean and bright, will prove a. 
very great ornament to the houſe. I advile 
you not to look through them at every object 
that paſſes by; be ſure to ſhut them ſoon at 
night, and you may open them as early as 
jon pleaſe in the morning. On each fide 1 
| K 4 diſcover 
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diſcover a ſmall portal to receive company 
take care they don't always ſtand open, tn; 
then you will be cronded with viſitors, 2nd 
2 with many ſuch as you will not le; 
et them never be ſhut againſt the Arad 
parent, the adviſing friend, or the ſupylicting 
orphan. I took notice of one gate in the 
front, at which all your company goss gut; 
let that generally be barred cloſe ; be coutious 
what vihtors you let out publickly, left it any 
of ill character be teen coming from it, you 
«iraw 2 ſcandal upon your houte. It will be 
neceſſary therefore to lay d Rrict 1 1 of 
vigilance on your tw-o porters, who ſtauch cen. 
tinels in hreries of the deepeſt ſcarlet, uſt 
without the ivory pallifadovs, I have fern 
ſomt people paint the two pannels juſt below 
the windows, but I would adviſe you to the 
contrary, for your own natural coloms far 
excel all the — of art. This part of 
the edifice is ſupported by a pillar of Corrs 
thian marble, whole baſe is ornamented with 
two alabaſter ſemi-globes, over which 1s ge 
nerally drawn x fire lawn curtain of ae 
rable needle work. Beneath is the great 
hall; in which you have atmall cloſet of ex- 
quiſite AD 5 cn, 4 ſoppoſe, is the 


place 
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glace ot yonreſeeret retirement, open to none 
1: yourlelf,, or forme faithful intimate friend. 
} ziviſe you to keep this always clean, fur- 
ih it well, make it a little library ob the belt 
practica authors, and viſit it frequently, ef- 
recially hei you return home from chureh, 
eve 2 cirele of acquaintance, vhich ydu 
e met at the tea- table. Let the outhde of 
the halt not appear like an hearſe hung wund 
1th efcrttcheons,, nor like a coach of ſtate 
Mdnbed with gilt and: colouringsy but let 
plain, neat, and cltan, to convince the 
nh that it is kept more for uſe than oma» 
ment. You are ſenſible, Mils, time effaces 
bc beauty, and demoſithes the ſtrength of the 
elt ttruttare, and therefore will not be 
wrized to fink your little tenement ſubjec 
e fame change: Poutleſs, it has often 
moch repairs, though you have lived im it 
„ onger, which are plain intimations the 
ie will one day falt. Vou may be ſoon 
md out, the landtord may give yo 
ung. or may not; — this is unetrtain 
ve al ways ready to go when called upon, 
Athen you wilt not be afraid to leave it at 

horteft notice; One thing þ word ob- 
de 100, is, that wiren you quit the houſe, 
no 
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no other tenant will inhabit it, but till he 
waſte and in rnins ; yet the proprietor w. 
ſome time or other rebuild it for your to. 
ception in a more durable manner, with the 
ſame materials, but fo refined and modified 
that it will be liable to no accident nor decays; 
and as it is abſolutely neceſſary that your | 
bitation be new reared in ſome other place, [ 
heartily wiſh it may be in a finer country, 
under a milder climate, and wel! fuchs 
from all ſtorms 3 then will your fituntien ve 
happy and honourable, and your leale nt 
expire. Yours, &c. 


LAauURA fo: AURELIA, 

C OULD your importunity have prevailed 
with my brother to have left me in 1 

don, you had been free from the vex ation (hat 
I ſhall certainly give you, by making you the 
confidant of all my country advent1es ; and 
I hope you will relieve my chagrin, by telling 
me what the dear bewitching buſy world s 
doing, while I am idly fauntering away my 
time in rural ſhades. How happy ate you, 
my dear Aurelia! How I envy you the ett 
joyment of duſt, of crouds and noiſe, ? 


all the polite hurry of the Beau · mona. 
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My brother brought me hither to ſee a 
wnty-ſeat he has lately purchaſed; he would 
jn perſuade me it is finely ſituated, but I 
kould think it more finely fituated in the 
ſal, or even in Ch-apfide, than here. Indeed 
idly know where we are, only that it is at 
(readiul diſtance from the Theatre-Royal, 
en the Opera, from the Maſquerade, and 
ery thing in this world that is worth hring 
vr, I can ſcarce tell you whither to dir 
our letters; we are certainly at the ends of 
de earth, on the horders of the continent, 
he limits of the habitable globe; under the 
car ſtar, among wild people and ſavages, I 
hought we ſhould never have come to the 
1d of our pilgrimage ; nor could I forbear 
king my brother, if we were to travel by 
ry land to the Antipedes ; not a mile but 
ned ten, that carried me from London, the 
enter of all my joys. The country is my 
tren ; J hate trees and hedges, ſteep hills, 
» ent vallies : The — may laugh, 
put to me, 
Ereen fields, and ſhady groves, and cryſial 
frings, | 
Aud Larks, and Nightingales, are odious 
16 things.” 0 
I had 


e 


4 
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I had rather hear London eries, vH 516), 
of comches, than fit liſtening to the meh. 
choly murmur of purling brooks, or 3! the 
wild muſic of the woods; the {mel! of wo 
lers gives me the hyſtericles ; tfreſh-a1r murders 
me; my conſtitution is not robvit enough, (4 
bear it; the cooling zephyrs will fn me 194 
a oatarih; if Þ ſtay here much icnger. If 
theſe are the ſeats of the muſes, ler them un- 
envied _— ther glittermg whimbirs, and 
converſe with the viftonary beings of their 
own forming. IF have no fancy for dw 12 
and fuiries, no# the lenſt proudice to ms 
ſ6cicty j # mere earth beau, with an em- 
broidered coat, fuits my taſte better th 
aerral lover with his frommy rrefies and i. 
bow wings: | 

The ſober twilight, which has emplohel 
ſo many ſoft doſuriĩprions, ie with mes + very 
dal! period; nor dbes the Moon (on which 
the poets doat) with all her ſtarry tram, e. 
light me half for much as an affembly mem 
illuminated with wax candles I his 15 what 
I ſhonid prefer to the glaring Son 17 hie 
ridian ſplendor: Daylight makes me fk, !! 
has ſomething in it f common and volghr, 


that it ſeems fitter for peaſants fo malte dn, 
Ol 
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or country daſſos to ſpin hy, than tor the uſe 
people of diſtinction. Von pity me, I 
know dear Aurelia, in this deplorable ſtate; 
the whole creation is a blank to me, tis all 
1o7!efs and defolate. In whatever gay images 
e muſes have dreſſed theſe ruſtic abodes, I 
hive not penetration enoughto diſcover them: 
Not the flowery field, nor ſpangled ſky, the 
ly morn, nor balny evening, can reereate 
my thoughts : I am neither a religions nor 
poctical enthuſiaſt; and without either of 
theſe qualifications, What -ſhonld 1 doin filent 
reteats and penſive ſhades? I find myſelf lit- 
tle at eale in this abſence of the noiſy diver- 
hons of the town; tis hard for me to keep 
up my ſpirits in leiſute and retirement ; it 
maccs me anxiouſly inquiſitive what will 'be- 
dane of me when my breath flies away : 


: Death, that ghaſtly phantom, perpetually in- 
þ WI des on my ſolitude, and ſome doleful knell 
„ona neighbouring ſteeple often calls upon 
» Wh 0+ © ruminate on coffins and funerals, graves 

and gloomy ſepulehres. As theſe diſmal fub- 


ls put me in the vapours, and make me 
bart at my own ſhadow, the ſooner I come 
town the better; and I wiſh my dear Au- 

| relia, 
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relia, you would oblige me fo far as to lay 1 
ſcheme for my eſcape. -Adiev. 


The following Leiter was wrote by Mr. Ab. 
DISON, probably at Rome, 1% — Mos. 
TAGUF, E; 

Dear SIR, 
HOPE this will find you ſaſe at Genova; 
and that the adventure of the rivulet, winch 

ou have fo well celebrated in your alt, 88 

— the worſt you have met with in your 

journey thither, I can't but envy your bang 

among the Alpe, where you may lee froit and 
ſnow in the dog-days, We are ere qui 
burnt up, and are at leaſt ten degrees near! 
the ſun than when you left us. I an ver 
well ſatisfied *twas in Auguſt, that :r71l wrote 
his O quis me gelidis ſub monitibus lum, &, 
Our days at preſent, like thoie in the n 
chapter of Geneſis, conſiſt on of the even: 
ing and the morning; for the Komon noon! 
are as ſilent as the midnights of other coun- 
tries. But among all theſe inconveniencics, 
the greateſt I ſufter is from your departure, 
which 1s more afliQing to me than the cant 
eule. I ain furced, for want of better com: 

pauy, to converſe moſtly with pictures, . 

tue 


\ 0 


— 
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tues, and medals: For, you muſt know, I 
deal very much in ancient coins; and can 
count out a ſum in ſeſterces, with as much 
eaſe as in pounds ſterling. I am a great cri- 
tic in ruſt, and can tell you the age of it at 
firſt ſight. I am only in ſome _— of loſing 
ny acquaintance with our Engliſh money; 
for at preſent I am much more uled to the 
Reman. If yon glean up any of our country 
news, be ſo kind as forward it this way. 
Pray give Mr. Daſbwwood's and my very hum- 
ble ſervice to Sir Thomas Alflon, and accept of 
the fame yourlelf from, dear Sir, &c. 
Aug. 7. J. Adotsox. 
My Lord Bernard, &c. give their humble 


leryice, 
From Miſs * to Lady . 


HE firſt letter from an abſent friend is 

ſurely the moſt agreeable thing to muſe 
over in nature, Yours from Hateld revived 
ein thoſe pleaſing remembrances which not 
only eulen, but expand the heart; that 
very heart which, but the moment before felt 
„elf mightily ſhrunk and contracted at the 
thoughts of your departure. Lady H. Beau- 


cer par took of the pleaſure, The * 
| e 
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ſhe Jaw your hand, {ſhe craved aH And 
read it anoft complacently Over My ſhoulde 
Tis to no purpole to tell you, how inuch you 
were miſſed by every body thatftaved in town 
how often I caft my eyes up at your ̃ left 
room windows, or how many people ]'ve ry; 
over in contemplating your dining roun fy, 
ters: All I have to beg of you is, to wii 
to me very often ; to be mindtul of your 
health; and to order John, when | -0 t 
town again, to tye up the knockcr.— cou 
tell you many flories of the ſendble things, 
but of all the inſenſible ones upon th; cc. 
fron, vour lamp provoked me the mot. 
ſee that cu: catiye, when I've gone by in 
evening, burn Io pertly, and with do mich 
alacrity, has put me out of all p: ent ce. To 
hat purpoſe ſhould he light ws 1119 yÞ 
houſe now? Or who'd be obliged ro 11m d 
his paultry rays *— took a contempla\ 
turn or two in your dreſling room «© nce 0 
twice ; but 'twas ſo like ing over y. 
grave, that I could not bear to t- y. — Lady 
H. departed two days after you z an 1 [197 
I lived to ſee almoſt every body | love: £0 
before me. S0 lalt Saturday I made my ow 
exit, with equal decency and dignity ; ths 


: 
dy 
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is, with a thorough reſignation of the world 
I left, and an earneſt defire after that I am 
now enjoying with Lady Boxvyer, and Miſs 
Peggy Stonebouſe. I ſhall begin verging to- 
wards my la{t home, after having juſt touched 
upon the confines of Lady H. Bs world, there 
to ſublide and be at peace; where I ſhall have 
nothing farther to hope for hut to meet 
witli a letter from you. I have implored Se. 
Swithia in your behalf; but he either not 
hears me, or, to pay you a greater compli- 
mert, weeps plentifully for your abſence. I 
fear you've had a terrible journey, tor ſcarce 


+ (ay has paſſed that he has not ſhed many 
als. 


Miſs PAGET to Mijs VokES. 

Tic Deſcription of the dar Ball. A full and 
true Account of the Birth, Parentage and 
Fiucation, Life, Charatter and Behaviour 
of the Dancers. 

FT 1115S whole day do I dedicate (for my 
[ eVes are ſcarely quite open) to the plea- 

[oe it always gives me to write to my dear 

Canet. Your two kind letters deſerve all 

eng ledginent, It's all over now! and 

ah a ball, when it's over, only ſerves 
| do 


146 LeTtTrns on the moi Comm: 


to torment one, — and yet, whip it, there 15 
ſatis faction in reflecting on paſt happine 

tor what has been, you know, Cree, 
may be again.—So, Poker, you mult knyw, 


"that Mrs. IAip's coach (but no Mrs. Raney, 


thank Heaven, in it) called upon Mrs, Bar: 
{-tt, in order to go in company to Egerton. 
Green. Mis. Bartlett was dteſſed in 2 white 
Juteſtring gown and peiticoat, and looked 
charmingly;—and Suxey Paget had on hi 
[low and filver (never was hut once at Le- 
cefter House) and my filver tiſſue os, 2rd 
diamond buckles. Mamma, indeed, l-nt me 
all her jewels (the birth-nizht) and hos never 
ſince offered to take them again, a dear cr. 
ture. But ſhe hoped, ſhe aid, I I 
not be diſobliged if ſhe borrowed them of mc 
one day or other for herſelf. So, | 
poſe, ſhe has not altagether reduced Mer. . 
barnham to de{yair, though the tells me ag 
an again, and time after time, that (lc. 
never part vith her liberty any more :--L/- 
berty, my dear Votes, only think of that; 
for what is liberty, you know, but an indul 
gence of one's chaice? My good mother, | 
believe, is more afraid of my liberty than ker 


' 


own, but that you and 1 will take another 


opfer. 


a; well as Important Occas10ns. 147 


opportunity to talk of. Violent was the croud 
of coaches at Egerton; it was all another 
Renelagh, The bride was in a white lute- 
ſtring lack, pinked and full trimmed, and had 
four very neat diamond buckles to her jumps, 
white lilk mittens, and a ſattin ſhoe braided 
with tiver cord; but ſhe neither became the 
dete, nor the dreſs her: ſhe was the image 
v4 a genteel doll, and had about the ſame 
4-grce of motion, ſeeming (to uſe Mamma's 
exyrelhon) to have. loſt her liberty. The 
bridegroom had on a frightful ip laced 
with gold, the expre(s figure of the pulpit- 
cloth which my mamma gave Dr. Bargrove, 
and opened the ball with Lady Suſan Laau- 
, who is actually a fine woman, and if ſhe 
nad iefs affectation, would be more admired 
'or her beauty. Her Ladyſhip declining a 
iecond dance, Mr. Lawſon twirled the bride 
into a minuet, who moved as if ſhe had ab- 
lutely no joints, and in imitation of Lady 
Jian, calling yo other partner, Mr. Law - 
len ungled out red Lucy Benſon, with a dark 
pair of new cey2-brows, but nothing elſe re- 
nuKable, Her ſecond aukward partner was 
i foreigner, and was as foreign to the dance 
34 tw the nation, hopping about like a water- 
wag- 
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wagtail; I forgot his name, but it was ſom: 
What like the Siear Hugglebatch or C. 
batch, or ſome ſuch uncouth harſh bahn tg, 
as rough as a nutmeg-grater. Mr. G4 . 
batch ſhewe he had ſome taſte by taking out 
Mrs. Bartlett. Ine dear creature began once 
more to look like herſelf, danced fo cal, 5 
true to the muſic, fo politely graceſul ind 
ſerene, whilſt two parts in three of the con 
any were ready to burſt with liuzhing 4 
9 inimitable contraft, the gentleman wh 
the hard name. Sweet Nancy Bartlett (re. 
ſolving not to make her huſband jeajous of h-: 
choice) picked out a fearful figure, Mr. g. 
kirk, in Saxon blue; the man, Chariots, 
was really tipſy, tho' indeed every body 
he was never otherwiſe, and that was his ex- 
cuſe. Out the inſenſible creature finzled, who 
but Ferry Rozuland's nipped ſhort wailt lie 
a honey-pot, or a half penny milk-maid : 1! 
the gentleman had been really fober, he mig 
have ſeen other objects without ſpectacles, 2 
little her ſuperiors I can't but ſay. I could 
have told him a little tale of pedigree, 
might have contributed to his diſcernment © 
who and what. Who do you think the © 
jeft choſe next to give her lilly band to? Mr 


+4 1 
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Appeiby of all people upon earth, hoop, owl, 
hoop, hoop to thy brother, thought I; for 
nothing was ever better matched ſince danc- 
ing was created. But Hob fitted me for my 
contempt, by ſeizing upon me of all the 
birds in the au, and all the fiſhes in the ſea, 
to be his lawful prey. But I was ſecretly not 
diſplcaſed at it,-for I was ſenſible that 1 
ſhoul! appear to no diſadvantage after his 
former maux, and was under fone very dif- 
oyreeable apprehenfions that Miſs Ealch's ta- 
peſtry garment would have {wept the ground 
before me. Indeed, Charlotte, I entirely for- 
give him his choice, for 1 had now an oppor- 


tunity of commanding the hand of the iuvin- 
cible proud Ardelio ; Mr. Bartlett had deter- 
mined not to dance a minuet, and begged me 


not to think of him. Indeed I hall, ſays I, 
Mr. Bartlett, but faith I never intended 
it, for I hate of all things, Charlotte, to dance 
with a married man. Go with 'um to a 
play, or an opera, or let um wait on one to 
Vaux-tall, or Ranelagh, or ſo, but never 
clue um for a partner. One has no hopes 
 « married man, my dear, unleſs 'tis of 
getting nid of him. Sally Leeſon and Miſs 
Finch ey'd me moſt deliciouſly, for I love 

dearly 
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dearly to ſee folks burſting with envy.—They 
were in hopes of ſharing the handſome tp, 
but he is the moſt incomparable dancer, au- 
et, Chgrlotte, he knows it ſo perfectiy we!!, 

t how can any body be fo accompliſhe! 
without perceiving it themſelves ?—And y-! 
I hate him too irreconcileably, becauſe he 
danced country dances with Sally Leeſon, 
Her charms tho Charlotte, what mortal cou 
reſiſt, elegantly attired as ſhe was, in a , 

ttern-embroidered gown and petticoat, 
emblem of a worked bed, and a fri-httu! 
pair of ſhoes of the ſame, which, witho!t 
prejudice or partiality, was unfaſhionzble and 
bunting. 

But the bell rings, dear Charlotic, and 1 
myſt run. down to dinner. You and ! 
write like Clariſſa Hawlowe and Miſs Ha, 
only not totally in the fame ſtrain, —but in 
this, I believe, we all four agree, that next 
to the converſation of a friend is her corre! 


pondence, ; 


Mijs 
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Miſs Voxts to Miſs Pa Er. 


A fanciful Aunt.-- The Troubles of a depen- 
dent Niece. 


Harpfiead, Tueſday Morning, Noon, and 
Night, from perpetual interruptions, 


My dear Miſs PAGET, 


O living creature, but dear you, could 

have lo delighted I by myſelt I: really 
mJ truly your hiſtonica} deſcription of the 
}rrr10n-Green hop, has been a moſt reſtor- 
10g cordial to the ſpirits of a deplorable Char- 
tt? Volkes. 

This very hour am I wiſhing and wiſhing 
for tuch a companion as your dear ſolitary 
Mis. Bartlett, whilſt you, Suley, are ſighin 
lor Ranelagh and Vaux-hall, I am a Befel 
Haut perdu in the fi ont of the battle of 
detpair, Madam, my aunt Waliingford has 
had a return of her megrims, and no victim 
ray but miſerable me can appeaſe the fury 
of her evil genins, So ſhe has begged me of 
my mamma, as Nancy Preſton's rich ſauce- 
box of an humble ſervant did her, without 
looking upon the girl's own conſent as a 
thing requiſite to be ſolicited. Nancy, ma'am, 

4 was 
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was married yeſterday morning at the ſoy, 
Preſtan gave her but a dirty thouland ge. nds 
(O for eſtates of three thouſand a yea; ') and 
ſo ſhe is to look upon herſelf from er 
ding-day forth for evermore, obliged tor her 
pin-money to the generoſity of her hufhang, 
which ſhe's greatly to be envied for withont 
all doubt. But J forget myſelf ee. 
edly,---dear Mits Paget overlook my ablur- 
dities, I am as ſtupid as Mrs. Enfield, A 
yeſterday morning my aunt fancied herfelf : 
pea-hen. You may think it incredible, but 
upon my liſe and foul it is veritable act: 
Down ſhe ſat herſelf, S1, in an ealy chair, 
ſighing and coniplaining with infinite diteum 
23 beating the devil's tattoo with 1-1 
oat upon the frame of a table inceſſantly tor 
two hours, and aſking every creature abo'!t er 
if her horrid ſcreeming was not offenſive to 
the company. Dr. Eramflon is afraid it 
will turn to downright melancholy : 1 lie 
is but one ſymptom, he ſays, that oppoics 
ſuch a conjecture, and that is her exceilivo 
inclination to change the humour of her fun 
eitulneſs from one complaint to another. 
This morning at four o'clock ſhe called one 
of her ſiſters up, and bid her come very 
gentiy 


- > wy — — 
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verily to the bed for fear of waking her, 
Min, fays the nurſe, your Ladyſhip is 
pready awake. No, fool, lays ſhe, I was 
„ sound fleep but two moments ago, 
id deſigned to have continued fo the win- 
„am a poor, harmleſs, inoffenſive 
U monſe, but your eruelty will ſoon make 


end of me. and ſhedding a moſt plen - 


u ſhower of tears, ſhe began to be a 


e more compoſed, till the milk woman 


ed, whom ſhe miftook for poor puls, and 
w terrified into three quarters of a fit. Ypon 
ciel and honour the poor gentlewoman 
either more nor leſs than a couſin Betty, 
„e take neither plyfic nor advice, but has 
alt opinion of preventive remedies, and 
5 walked with a ſtick, God knows how 
g, for fear ſhe ſhould be lame. You that 
wer knew what it is to be low-ſpirited, if 
44 could get a few friends to talk to you, 
n have no idea of ſuch a whimſical deli- 
um. But the is really the object which T 
we repreſented her; and I do aſſure you, 
adam Sukey (if you chuſe for your con- 
non more inſtances than one) Dr. Bramftan 
w, that he knew a great ſtudent at the Uni- 
ity who fancied he was an egg, and was 


3 
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perpetually lolling in an eaſy chair like a lady 
tha: lies in, till- after ſome months of feats 
and languiſhings, and ready to die with ap. 
2 he heard his outſide ſhell (b. 
ortunately droll and windy accident) give 
a bouncing crack, which hatched him in 
himſelf again. I wiſh to the Lord I kues 
what happy cataſtrophe would have that effect 
upon my aunt Wallingford, for I verily. be- 
heve, it I'm to live with her ſeven tuccelhve 
days, I ſhall be as much out of my wits 23 


ſhe is. 
Pity my pain, ye gentle ſawain: | 


Ma'am, I ſuffer not only the diurnal teaze, 
teaze, teaze of my poor fanciful aunt, 
the moſt imaginably diſmal of imprifon- 
ments. The room we dormice are in ee! 
in (for we are all of a feather) is encuely t 
cloſe mourning, that is to ſay, Sukcy, 0 !z 
the middle tripe of the window flutter 15 
left a-jar, admitting one folitary ſtream © 
ſun-ſhine. Whirrr-r-r go the odious coach's 
to the Long-Room——cruel to refictt upon, 
and not a creature (I dare believe) m one 0 
them, but to be ſure cranes out her gloting 
head to tantalize my miſerable halt-tac* 2 

f the 
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the window-ſlip. Do, dear Miſs Paget, con- 
trive a contrivance for my relief, and your 
petitioner ſhall ever pray. f _—__ have gone 
to my uncle Trelawwney's in orceſterſbire, 
but that would have been out of the frying- 
pan into the fire, for he, poor man, has 
everlaſtingly the gout, and Bet Trelaguncy 
writes me word, that he never uſes a kinder 
exp: efſion than dn you, but generally he 
lays d n you all. Twenty times have 
I had it in my head to contrive how to be 
exchanged for filter Nora; but ſhe's an art- 
'nl hnſſey, and I'm afraid of the conſequence 
of ſuch a project. You muſt know, my 
dear Sukey, that my aunt is violently fond of 
me (whether Pea-Hen or Dormouſe) and ſays 
trequently that her houſe, and her gardens, 
ind her jewels, and God knows what beſides, 
is to be all her dear dear Charlotte's; and ten 
to one but upon a little provocation ſhe would 
take it into her whimſical noddle to call every 
inch of it her dear dear Nora's. O my pre- 
aging, pit-a-pating, fooliſh heart!--- What 
2 calamity it 18 to have other people's humours 
to deal with as tenderly as one's own ! Night, 
night, dear Miſs Paget, and if friendſhip 
ſhould caſually let ſlip the opportunity of 


writing 
- 
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writing me an immediate line of comer, 
let compaſſion be kindly intereſted in behalt 
of your poor Charlotte YVokes. 


Miſi EVELYN to Lady EVELYY, 
Troubles in High Life. 
Tunbridge, June 13 
Dear and homoured Madam, 


Enſorious remark continues to let you 
know, that the pride of Mis. Mackna- 
mara's happineſs has been diſcompo!-d by 
dull Engliſb form and infipidity. The while 
affair 1s no more than this; Mrs, Harley, and 
Mrs. Webſter, and Miſs Harrict Montagu, 
and Mrs, Ingram, and Mrs. Macknamara, 
met at Mrs. Powwlet's.--- Unfortunately Mrs, 
Powwlet (from a knowledge of the polite 
world) ordered tea firſt to Mrs. Har/cy, aud 
then to Miſs Harriet, and then to Mrs, 
Macknamara, upon which Mrs. Mac*nama- 
ra Choſe no tea. The company looked ut 
one another, and Mrs. Macknamara, with 
ſome confuſion, upon her fan : And when 
Mrs. Powwlet returned the viſit the next day, 
Mrs. Macknamara thought it expedicnt tp 
ſend a diſh of coffeg to Miſs RAugg i, — pre- 
Crence 
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ference to Mrs. Powlet, Mrs, Powlet had 
oo much good ſenſe either not to ſee Sukey's 
delign, or to reſent the affront before the com- 
yany : But their acquaintance is totally diſ- 
{olved upon it, and Mrs. Mactnamara ex- 
!rencly blamed for her behaviour, both at 
Mrs. Powlet's tea-table and her own, 
Great troubles ſucceed one another. This 
was only a previous ſtep to a more ſenſible 
mortifcation. Lady Mary Anderſon, Mrs. 
Powlet's neice, gave a grand entertainment 
at 'he Rocks ; Mrs. Morton and I had the 
honour of being invited to it, and Mrs. 
Mackzamara Come forgetfulneſs of Lady 
Mary !) was left out of the liſt. Sukey finding 
herſelf (lighted, diſguiſed her ſenſe of the 
aFront by feigning herſelf indiſpoſed, till ſhe 
had the triumphal ſatisfaction of reſenting it, 
by making a ſplendid ball for all the people 
ot quality that are here, except Mrs. Powlet 
and Lady Mary.---Theſe are the momentous 
accidents in life, which make up the lot of 
that complaint, withont which the more 
di!t!inguiſhed part of mankind would be gene- 
rally but too fortunate---Some griefs, Mrs. 
Marton ſays, are imaginary, and ſome are 
real. Other people feem to be of her PP, 

2 * 1 an 
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and the propoſition looks eaſy to be believed. 
But I would fain be informed how to diſtin. 
guiſh rightly the one ſort from the other: Fo: 
as all happineſs is confeſſedly the reſult of 
opinion, if trifles can make you think your. 
ſelf miſerable, you are more effeually and 
really wretched than the poor creatures wig 
depend upon your daily _— for ſub- 
ſiſtence. My couſin Morton defies all due 
compliments with, dear Madam, 
Your dutiful daughter's, &c. 


M EvVELYN to Lady EVELY x. 


(Mrs. Paget's Reconciliation with her dog) 
ter.) 


RS. Paget, mamma, is a very angel. 

She accepted our mediation, ich 
was humanely and eloquently entorced by 
good Dr. Arlington and Mrs. Olſon. She con. 
ſented to fee poor Sukey, and ordered her 
coach yeſterday morning to Tunbriage 
to take her from a ſet of witneſſes to bel 
misfortunes, whoſe pity is as cruel as tir 
contempt. Mrs, Morton and I went in vu 
coach to meet her a few miles from the pak. 
Sukey did not even ſuffer her maid to com! 
with her; in which, I think, ſhe acted with 


Cilcrts 
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diſcretion : for who knows but that ſhe might 
he a creature in the intereſt of Mr. Mackna- 
nana“ And we have ſome reaſons for ſuſ- 
pecting that ſhe was. The croud, Sukey ſays, 
that aſſembled to ſee her get into the coach, 
was innumerable, and ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
acver have ſupported herſelf under the weight 
i {0 much public obſervation and remark ; 
but ſhe conſidered that ſhe was going to the 
embraces of an affectionate parent, and that 
was a relief to her. Mrs. Criſp, had the 
1111an'ty to accempany her as far as Rocheſter, 
bude bad aſked that favour of Mrs. Lemore 
where ſhe lodged ;---but Mrs, Lemſon, in a 
v*ry formal manner, begged to be excuſed, 
lie land, from interfering between man and 
„ite Only think, mamma, of being reduced 
'0 the extremity bf making ſuch a requeſt to 
ſuch a perion, and being denied in ſuch a 
provoking manner. Poor Sukey was over- 
joy] to ſee us coming out to meet her, and 
getting out of her mamma's coach, begged we 
would pive her leave io accompany us; tor that 
ſie was terrified with her own reflections to a 
v*ry great degree; and whilſt we were going to 
Tage Bury, recited to us her anxieties.--- At 
our return Mrs. Faget was in her dreſſing _ 
an 


* 
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and the window-curtains being let down, cor- 
reſponded with the me!ancholy ſcene, Th: {ear 
good woman had ordered all her people, u Ul 
2in of her dilp! eaſure, not to ſtir out of the 
ſervants hall, that their inquifitive pretace 
might not add to her poor — s cout 
fron. Sukey had ſearcely ſpirits enough 
walk up the great ſtair-caſe, and Mrs. 
ton and I were almoſt equally — 1 
wis never before ſo much ſhock'd ſinte | »v 
born. Mrs. Mortor opened the dreſſin g. 
door, and Sukzy ran in ſcreaming and c 
in a moſt melancholy manner, and (4 
down on her knees embraced her ami 
mother, whoſe tears and fighs from the v: 
* prevented her capacity of {pc: 
Sukey ſtill intreating her for God's lake to 
look upon her with compaſſion, and 
that ſhe forgave her, for ſhe was the m it mi. 
ſerable creature upon earth. My dear ch 
ſays Mrs. Paget, as ſoon as ſhe had ; p 
expreſs herſelf, it is impoſſible not to (404 
upon ther with compaſſion. Indeed I to for 
give thee, Sulcy! And clafping ber Na.) 
round her necx, as ſhe kneeled befor - 
their kiſſes mingled with tears, were accy: 
panied with 4 | thouſand mutual tenderne! 
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and inexpreſſible teſtimonies of affeKion and 
ſorrow. Indeed, my dear Mamma, there 
was ſomething in this 8 inter- 
view more ſingularly affecting than the fineſt 
tragedy in the world. From what we have 
ſince obſerved of their behaviour, Mrs. Paget 
is more devoted to her, if it be poſſible, than 
ever, Nav, ſhe ſaid to Mrs. Morton (ſpeak - 
ing of Satzy) that ſhe was loft and is found. 
We hope, after a long abſence, and a very 
ſever” one, to come to kiſs my dear Papa and 
Mamma's hands, at fartheft on Saturday, in 
_ four in the afternoon will be the lateſt 
our, 

Many tokens of love are ſent Papa and 
you: None more ſincere, I have the happi- 
neſs of being perſuaded, than thoſe of, dear 
Madam, your dutiful daughter. 


From Mr. WYCHERLEY 70 Mr. Pork. 
[ Should believe myſelf happy in your good 


opinion, but that you treat me ſo much in 

2 ſtile of compliment. It hath been obſerved 
of women, that they are more ſubje& in 
their youth to be touched with vanity than 
men, on account of their being generally 
ucated this way; but the weakeſt women are 
M no 
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not more weak than that claſs of men, 1c 
are thought. to pique themſelves upon tba 
wit. The world is never wanting, When a 
coxcomb is accompliſhing himſc lf, to help io 
give him the finiſhing ſtroke, Every man is 
apt to think his neighbour overſtock'd wih 
vanity, yet I cannot but fancy there are ccr- 
tain times, when moſt people are in a ditpo- 
ſu ion of being informed; and tis inctedible 
what a vaſt good a little truth might do, 
ipoken in ſuch ſeaſons. A finall alma will Jo 
2 great kindneſs to people in extreme neceſlitx. 
could name an acquaintance of yours, who 
would at this time think himſelf more ch. 
liged to you for the information of his {avis 
than the conformation ot his follies. It vou 
would make thoſe the ſubject ot a letter, 
might be as long as I could wilt your lte 
always were. I do not wonder you hate 
hitherto found ſame difficulty (as you are 
pleaſcd to ſay) in writing to me, fince you 
have always choſen the taſk of commending 
me: Take but the other way, and, I date 
engage, you will find none at all. As 
wv verſes which you praiſe, fo much, 1 may 
truly ſay they have never been the cane ot 


any vanity in me, except what they gas Ne; 
; hen 


— 
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when they firſt oc caſioned my  acquantance, 
with you. But I have ſeveral times ſince been 
in danger of chis vice; as often, I mean, as. 
I received any letters from you. Tis certain, 
the greateſt magnifying glaſſes in the world 
ue a man's own eyes, when they look upon 
his own perſon. yet even in thoſe I cannot 
fancy myſelf ſo extremely like Alexander the 
Greaty-as you would perſuade me. If I muſt 
be like him, tis you will make me ſo by com- 
plimenting me into a better opinion of my- 
iclt than I deſerve; They him think he 
was the fon of Jupiter, and you aſſure me L 
am a man of parts, But is this all you can 
lay, tomy Honour? You ſaid ten times as 
much more, when you call'd me your friend. 
Alter having made me believe I poſſeſſed a 
le in yoor affections, to treat me with com- 
puments and ſweet ſayings, is like the — 
Fedings with poor Sancho Pancha: They 
perſuaded him that he enjoyed a great domi- 
mon, and then gave him nothing to ſubſiſt 
upon but wafers and marmalade. In our 
days the greateſt obligation you can lay upon 
a wit, is to make a fool of him. For as 
when mad-men are found incur able, wiſe 
wen give them their way, and pleaſe 1 
19 wet 
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well as they can; fo when thoſe incorrigible 
things, poets, are once irrecoverably be · muſed, 
the beſt way both to quiet them, and ſecure 
yourſelf from the effeëts of their phrenzy, is 
to feed their _—y which indeed, for the 
moſt part, is all that is fed in a poet. You 
may believe me, I could be heartily glad that 
all you ſay were as true applied to me as it 
would be to yourſelf, for ſeveral weighty 
reaſons; but for none ſo much as that 1 
might be to you what you deſerve; whereas 
I can» now be no more than is conſiſtent with 
the ſmall, though utmoſt capacity of, Cc. 


From Mr. WALSH to My. Por. 


A T my return from the North I received 
the favour of your letter, which had 
lain there till then. Having been abſent about 
fix weeks, I read over your paſtorals 2gain 
with a great deal of pleaſure, and, to judge 
the better, read Virgil's Eclogues, and Sper- 
ſer's Calendar, at the ſame time; and I 
aſſure you I continue the ſame opinion I had 
always of them. By the little hints you take 
upon all occaſions to improve them, tis pro. 
bable you will make them yet better agunlt 


winter z though there is a mean to be kep! 
even 
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even in that too, and a man may correct his 
verſes till he takes away the true ſpirit of 
them; eſpecially if he ſubmits to the correction 
of ſome who pals for great critics by mecha- 
nical rules, and never enter into the true 
deſign and genius of an author. I have ſeen 
ſome of theſe that would hardly allow any 
one good ode in Horace, who cry Virgil wants 
fancy, and that Homer is very incorrect. 
While they talk at this rate, one would think 
them above the common race of mortals: But 
generally they are great admirers of Ovid and 
{ucan; and when they write themſelves, we 
find out all the myftery. They ſcan their 
verſes upon their fingers; run conceits 
and glaring thoughts; their poems are all 
made up of couplets, of which the fuſt may 
be laſt, or laſt firſt, without any prejudice to 
their works; in which there is no deſign or 
method, or any thing natural or juſt. For 
you are certainly in the right, that in all 
writings whatſoever (not poetry only) nature 
is to be followed, and we ſhould- be jealous 
of ——_— * being —4 of 8. 
ceits, and what t call, ſayin things. 
When we were In the — af Lord 
Viarion ſhew'd me a letter he bad received 

M from 
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from a certain General in Spain: I told him 
I would by all means have that General te- 
calld, and ſet to writing here at home, for it 
was impoſſible that a man with fo much wit as 
he ſnew'd, could be fit to command an army, 
or do any other buſineſs . As for what you 
ay of expreſſion, tis indeed the ſame thing 
to wit, as drets is to beauty: I have fecn 
many women overdreſs'd, and ſeveral look 
better in à careleſs night-gown, with their 
hair about their ears, than Mademoiſclle 
Spanbeim dreſs d for a ball. I do not detign 
to be in London till towards the parliament ; 
then I ſhall certainly be there, and hope by 
that time you will — finiſhed your paſto- 
rals as you would have them appear in the 
world, and particularly the third, of Autumn, 
-which 1 have not ſeen. Your laſt Eclogue 
being upon the ſame ſubject as that of mine 
"on Mrs. Tempeff's death, I ſhould take it very 
kind in you to give it a little turn, as it it 
were to the memory of the ſame Lady, if 


were not written for ſome particular woman 


Mr. Walf's remark will be thought very 
Innocent, when the reader is inform'd' that it was 
made on the Earl of Peterborough juſt before the 
 gforious campaigns of Barceina and — 
ache W196 
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whom you would make immortal. You may 
take occaſion to ſhew the difference between 
ports miſtreffes and other men's. I only hint 
this, which you may either do, or let alone, 
juſt as you think fir. I ſhall be very much 
plæaſed to fee you again in town, and to hear 
trom you in the' mean time, I am, with very 
moch eſteem, yours, Et. i 


Nr. Pork to Mr. caonwel k. 


Believe it was with me when I left the 
town, as it is with a great many men when 
they leave the world, whoſe lals itſelf they do 
not ſo much regret as that of their friends 
whom they leave behind in it. For I do not 
know one thing for which I can envy London, 
but for your continuing there, Yet I gueſs 
you will expect me to recant this expreſſion, 
when I tell you, Sappho (by which heatheniſn 
name you have chriſtened a very orthodox 
Lady) did not accompany me into the coun- 
try, Well, you have your Lady inthe town 
ſtill, and I have my heart in the country fill, 
which being wholly unemployed as yet, has 
the more room in it for my friends, and does 
not want a corner at your ſervice. You have 
extremely obliged me by your frankneſs and 
M 4 kinds 
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Kindneſs; and if I have abus'd it by too much 
freedom on my part, I hope you will attribute 
It to the natural openneſs of my temper, which 
knows how to ſhew reſpe& where it feels af- 
ſection. I would love my friend as my miſ. 
treſs, without ceremony ; and hope a little 
rough uſage ſometimes may not be more dil. 
pleaſing to the one, than it is to the other. 

If yon have any _— to know in what 
manner I live, or rather loſe a life, Martial 
will inform you in one line. 


Prandeo, poto, cano, ludo, lego, ccno, quieſco. 
Every day with me is literally another yeſter- 
day, for it is exactly the ſame: It has the 
ſame buſineſs, which is poetry; and the ſame 

teaſure, which is idleneſs. A man might 
indeed paſs his time much better, but I 

ueſtion if any man could paſs it much eafier, 
Ii you will viſit our ſhades this ſpring, which 
I very much deſire, you may perhaps inſtruct 
me to manage my game more wiſely : But at 
preſent I am ſatisfied to trifle away my time 
any way, rather than let it flick, by me; as 
ſhopkeepers are glad to be rid of thoſe goods 
at any rate, which would otherwiſe always be 
Iying upon their hands. Sir, if you will fayour 
a | mie 
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me ſometimes with your letters, it will be a 
great ſatisfaction to me on ſeveral accounts; 
and on this in particular, that it will ſhew 
me (to my — that even a wiſe man, is 
ſometimes very idle; for ſo you muſt needs 


be when you can find leiſure to write to, 
Tours, &e. 


My. Pop to My. CROMWELL, 


1 nothing to ſay to you in this letter, 
but I was reſolved to write to tell you fo, 
Why ſhould I not content myſelf with fo 
many great examples of deep divines, pro- 
Hund caſuiſts, grave philoſophers, who have 
written, not letters only, but whole tomes and 
roluminous treatiſes about nothing? Why 
ſhould a fellow like me, who all his life does 
nothing, be aſhamed to write nothing ? and 
that to one who has nothing to do but to read 
It? but perhaps you'll ſay, the whole world 
has ſomething to do, ſomething to talk of, 
ſomething to wiſh for, ſomething to be em- 
ployed about; but pray, Sir, caſt up the ac- 
count, put all theſe ſomethings together, and 
what is the ſum total but juſt nothing? I have 
ro more to ſay, but to deſire you to give my 
ſervice (that is nothing) to your friends, and 

ta 
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to believe that I am nothing more than; 
Ec. | 


From Mr. Por 76 4 Lady. 


"JF A M not at all concern'd to think that this 
letter may be Jeſs entertaining than tome 
I have ſent : I know you are a friend that wi! 
think a kind letter as good as a diveiting 07 
He that gives you his mirth, makes © m1. 
Teſs preſent than he that gives you his heart; 
and true friends would rather fee fuch thong 
as they communicate only io one another, n 
what they ſquander about to all the word. e 
They who can ſet a right value upon V Ml 
thing, will prize one tender, well meant wor, Ml *! 
above all that ever made them laugh in thr IM * 
lives. If I did not think fo of you, I fh, 
never have taken much pains to endeavour to Ml |! 
pleaſe you by writing, or any thing ehe. Wn T 
I am ſure I want; at leaſt in the deci ce he i © 
I ſee others have it, who would at all cafe, 
alike be entertaining: but L would wilhingh 9 
have ſome qualities that may be (at {ome bes- 
fons) of more comfort to myſelf, and of more Wl ef 
ſervice to my friends; I would cut off my on 
head, if it had nothing better than wit in !; 
and toar out my own heart, if it had no bent 
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difpoſitions than to love only myſelf, and 
langh at all my neighbours. I know you'll 
unk it an agreeable thing to hear that I have 
done a great deal of Homer; if it be tolerable, 
the world may thank vou for, it: For if T could 
have ſeen yd every day, and imagined my 
company could have every day pleated you, 1 
ſhould ſcarce have thought it worth my while 
to pleaſe the world. How many verſes could 


I gladly have left unfiniſhed, for people to 
fy what they would of; had I been permitted 
to paſs all thoſe hours more pleafingly ? What- 
erer fome may think, fame is a thing I am 
much lefs covetous of than your friendftyp, for 


that, I hope, will laſt all mylife: The othe! 
{ cannot anfwer for. What if they ſhould 
both grow greater after my death? Alas! 
They would both be of no advantage to me! 
Therefore think upon it, and love me as well 
33 ever you can while I livre. 

Now 1 tals of fame, I ſend you my Temple 
fame, 'which" is juſt come out: But my 
entiments about it you will fee better by this 
epigram: 

What's fame 'agith men, by cuſiom of the 

natmn, 

I call d in women only reputation: 

About 
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About them both why keep we ſuch a 1 ; 
Part you with one, and Ill renounce the oller. 


Sir WILLIAM TRUMBULL to Mr. Pops, 


SIR, 

Return you the book you were pleaſed 1 

ſend me, and with it your obliging leiter, 
which deſerves my particular acknowledy- 
ment ; for, next to the pleaſure of enjoying 
the company of ſo DT a friend, the wel- 
comeſt thing to me is to hear from him. Lex. 
pected to find, what I have met with, an ad- 
mirable genius in thoſe poems, not only be. 
cauſe they were Milton's or were approved by 
Sir Henry Wooton, but becauſe you had cem- 
mended them ; and give me leave to tell you, 
that I know nobody ſo like to equal him, ever 
at the age he wrote moſt of them, as your- 
ſelf. Only do not afford more cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt you, that you ſuffer nothing o! 
yours to come abroad; which in this age, 
wherein wit and true ſenſe is more ſcarce than 
money, is a piece of ſuch cruelty as your bett 
friends can hardly pardon, I hope you will 
repent and amend ; I could offer many reaſons 
to this purpoſe, and ſuch as you cannot an. 


iwer with any ſincerity ; but that I dare v0. 
x enlarge, 


. . A ac. ao 
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enlarge, for fear of engaging in a ſtile of 
compliment, which has been fo abuſed by 
fools and knaves, that it is become almoſt 
ſcandalous, I conclude therefore with an 
aſſurance, which ſhall never vary, of my 
being ever, Cc. 


Sir WILLI TRUMBULL to Mr. Porr. 


1 — a haſty ſcribble ſhews more what 
flows from the heart, than a letter after 
Balzac's manner in ſtudied phraſes ; there- 
fore I will tell you, as faſt as I can, that I have 
received your favour of the 26th paſt, with 
your kind preſent of The Rape of the Lock. 
You have given me the trueſt ſatisfaction ima- 
ginable, not only in making good the juſt 
opinion I have ever had of your reach of 
thought, and my idea of your comprehenſive 
genius; but likewiſe in that pleaſure I take 
2s an Engliſhman, to ſee the French, even 
Buuleau himſelf, in his Lutrin, out- done in 
your poem: For you deſcend, lewiore plectro, 
to ail the nicer touches, that your own obſer. 
vations and wit furniſh, on ſuch a ſubject as 
requires the fineſt ſtrokes and the livelieſt ima- 
* But I muſt ſay no more (though 

could à great deal) on what pleaſes me fo 
much ; 
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much: And henceforth, I hope, you will 
never condemn me of partiality, lince Len. 
ſwim/with.the ſtream, and approve of what 
all men of good tafte (notwithſtanding the 
jarring of the parties) muſt, and do, uniyer- 
ially applaud. I now come to what 1s of yal 
moment, I mean the preſervation of your 
health, and I beg of you to get out ©: ll 
tavern-company,' and fly away 1@nqua!" x 
incendio. What a miſery is it for you tot 
deſtioyed by the fooliſh kindneſs (tis all on! 
whether real or pretended) of - thoſe who are 
able to bear the poiſon of bad wine, and tv 
engage youu in fo unequal a combat? As to 
Homer, by all I can learn, your bulinefs 1; 
done: Therefore come away, and take a little 
time to breatbe in the country. I beg now 
for my own fake, but much more for you:: ; 


methinks Mr, —— has ſaid to you mote than 
once, ; 


Heu fuge, nate Dea, teque bis, ait, rift 


Hanus, 


I am your, &c, 


Ar, 
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Mr. Pop to [ord LaxSDowN. 

| Binffeld, Jun. 10, 1715. 
3 yon for having given my poem of 

Windfor- Foreft its grrateſt ornament, that 
of bearing your name in the front of it. is 
one thing, when a perſon of true merit per- 
mits us to have the honour of drawing him, 
as like as we can; and another, when we 
make a fine thing at random, and perſuade the 
next vain creature we can find that 'tis his 
own likeneſs ; which is the caſe every day of 
"11 fellow-ſcriblers. Yet, my Lord, this 
honour has given me no more pride than your 
nongurs have given you; but it affords me a 
great deal of pleaſure, which is much better 
than a great deal of pride; and it indeed 
would give me ſome pain, if I was not ſure 
of one advantage: That whereas others ate 
ofiended it they have not more than juſtice 
done them, you would be diſpleaſed if you 
had ſo much: Therefore I may ſafely do you 
uch injury in my words, as you do your - 
ell in your ohn thoughts, I am fo vain as 
ty think I have ſhewn you a favour in ſparing 
your modeſty, and you cannot but make me 
tome return for my prejudicing the truth to 


gratify 
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gratify you: This I beg may be the free cor. 
region of theſe verſes, which will have tew 
beauties, but what may be made by your 
hlots. I am in the circumſtance of an ordi- 
nary painter drawing Sir Godfrey Knelley, 
who, by a few touches of his own, could 
make the piece very valuable. T might then 
hope, that many years hence the world might 
read, in conjunction with your narae, that of 
your Lordſhip's, Sc. 


Mr. Pops to Mr. STEELE. 
O U formerly obſerved to me, tht 


nothing made a more ridiculous furs 


in a man's lite, than the diſparity we often 
find in him fick and well: Thus one of an 
unfortunate conſtitution is perpetually *. 
biting a miſerable example of the weaknc of 
his mind, and of his body, in their turns, [ 
have had 8 opportunities of late to 


conſider myſelf in theſe different views, 509, 
I hope, have received ſome advantage by !t 
if what Waller ſays be true, that 


The ſoul't dark cottage, batter d and decay d, 


Lets in new light thro chinks that time "a 
made, ' | 


T pen 
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Then ſurely ſickneſs, contributing no leſs 
than old age to the ſhaking down this ſcaf- 
folding of the body, may diſcover the inward 
ſtructure more plainly. Sickneſs is a ſort of 
early old age; it teaches us a difhdence in our 
earthly ſtate, an inſpires us with the thoughts 
of a — better than a thouſand volumes 
of philoſophers and divines. It gives fo 
warning a concuſſion to thoſe props of our 
vanity, our ſtrength and youth, that we think 
of fortitying ourſelves within, when there is 
o little dependence upon our out-works. 
Youth at the very beſt is but a betrayer of 
human life in a gentler and ſmoother manner 
than age: Tis like a ſtream that nouriſhes a 
piant upon a bank, and caules it to flouriſh and 
bloſſom to the fight, but at the ſame time is 
undermining it at the root in ſecret. My 
youth has ate more fairly and openly with 
me; it has afforded ſeveral proſpects of my 
danger, and given me an advantage not very 
common to young men, that the attractions 
of the world have not dazzled me very much: 
And I begin, where molt people end, with a 
full conviction of the emptineſs of all foits 
o! ambition, and the unſatisfactory nature of 
2 human pleaſures. When a ſmait fit of 
beknefs 
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fickneſs tells me, this ſcurvy tenement of ny 
body will fall in a little time, I am e'en as ur 
concerned as wax that honeſt Hibernian, who 
being in bed in the great ſtorm ſome years ago, 
and told the houſe would tumble over his head, 
made anſwer, What care I for the bouſe 5 | 
am only a lodger. I fancy tis the beit tim: 
to die when one is in the belt humour; and 
fo exceſſively weak as I now am, I may 1- 
with conſcience, that I am not at all n:.ca;y 
at the thought, that many men, whom Inge. 
had any etteem for, are likely to envoy th: 
world after me. When I reflect what an 
conſiderable little atom every fingle wan ts, 
with reſpect to the whole creation, methinks, 
"tis a ſhame to be concerned at the remove?! of 
ſuch a trivial animal as I am, The mann, 
after my exit, the ſun will riſe as bright 4 
ever, the flowers ſmell as ſweet, the pant 
ſpring as green, the world will proceed en 
old courſe, people will laugh as hrartly, 40. 
marry as faſt, as they were uſed to do. 
memory of man (as it is elegantly expretiei! i» 
the book of unden) paſſett aui, . 
, remembrance - 4 a geg that tarrieth but: 
day. There are reaſons enough, inthe fort. 


| ehapter of the fume book, to make any vu 
Mall 
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man contented with the proſpect of death, 
For honourable age is not that which ſtand- 
« eth in length of time, or is meaſured 
number of years. But wiſdom is the 
« hair to men, and an unſpotted lite is old 
« age, He was taken away ſpeedily, left 
« wickedneſs ſhould alter his underſtanding, 
or deceit beguile his foul, &c.” 

Jam, Wc. 


Re, Dean BERKLEY to Mr. Pork. 


Naples, Of. 22, 1715. 

1 Have long had it in my N to trouble 
you with a letter, but was diſcouraged for 
want of ſomething that I could think worth 
ſending fifteen hundred miles. Jtaly is ſuch 
an exhauſted ſubject, that, I dare fay, you'd 
cally forgive my ſaying nothing of it; and 
the unagination of a -poet is a thing ſo nice 
and delicate, that it is no ealy matter to hnd 
out images capable of giving pleaſure to one 
of the few, who (in any age) have come up 
'0 that character. ] am nevertheleſs lately 
1: urned from an iſland, where I paſſed three 
or four months; which, were it ſet out in 
113 true colours, might, methinks, amuſe you 
ec ably enough tor a minute or two, The 
2 iſland 


= 
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iſland Inarime is an epitome of the whole 
earth, containing, within the compaſs of eig). 
teen miles, a wonderful variety of hills, vales, 
ed rocks, fruitful plains, and barren 
mountains, all thrown together in a moſ :5- 
mantic confuſion. The air is, in the hotel 
ſeaſon, conſtantly refreſhed by cool breezes 
from the ſea. The vales produce excellent 
wheat and Indian corn, but are moſtly covered 
with vineyards, intermixed with fruit-trees, 
Beſides the common kinds, as cherries, apf. 
cots, peaches, Cc. they produce orang:+, 
limes, almonds, pomegranates, figs, wate:- 
melons, and many other fruits unknown to 
our climate, which lie every where open to the 
aſſenger. The hills are the greater part co- 
— to the top with vines, ſome with ch-ſn1! 
groves, and others with thickets of myrtlz 
and lentiſcus. The fields in the northern ſide 
are divided by hedge-rows of myrtle. Sere- 
ral fountains and rivulets add to the beau'y 
of this landſcape, which is likewiſe ſet off) 
the —_ of ſome barren ſpots and nate 
rocks. But that which crowns the ſcens 1* 1 
large mountain, riſing out of the midd * 
the iſland (once a terrible vulcano, by the 


tients Mons Epopeus.) Its lower py are 
: SGOL1 + 


a: dell as Imfortant Occagions. 184 


adorned with vines and other fruits ; the mid- 
dle affords paſture to flocks of goats and ſheep: 
And the top is a ſandy pointed rock, from 
which you have the fineſt proſpect in the 
world, ſurveying at one view, beſides ſeveral 
pleaſant iſlands lying at your fect, a tract of 
['aly about 30 miles in length, from the pro- 
montory of Antium to the cape of Palinurus 3 
the greater part of which hath been ſung by 
Homer and Virgil, as making a conſiderable 
bart of the travels and adventures of their 
two heroes. The iſlands Caprea, Prochytay . 
and Parthenope, together with Cajeta, Cuma, 
Monte Mijeno, the inhabitants of Circe, the 
rent, and the Leftrigones, the bay of Na- 
ples, the promentory of Minerva, and the 
whole Compania Felice, make but a part of 
this noble landſcape ; which would demand 
an imagination as warm, and numbers as 
Blowing as your own, to deſcribe it. The 
iuhabitants of this delicious iſle, as they are 
without riches and honours, ſo are they with» 
0ut the vices and follies that attend them; and 
were they but as much ſtrangers to revenge, 
as they are to avarice and ambition, they 
might in fact anſwer the poetieal notions of 
the golden age, But they, have got, as an 

N 3 alloy 


182 LertTens on the moft Common 


alloy to their happineſs, an ill habit of mur. 
dering one another on flight offences. W: 
had an inftance of this the ſecond night after 
our arrival, a youth of eighteen being ſhot 
dead by our door: And yet, by the ſole ſecret 
of minding our own buſineſs, we found a 
means of living ſecurely among theſe dange- 
'rous people. Would you know how we paſs 
the time at Naples? Our chief entertainment 
is the devotion of our neighbours : Beſides 
the gaiety of their churches (were folks to go 
fee what they call una bella Devotione, i. e. 
ſort of religious opera) they make fire work: 
almoſt every week out of devotion : The 
ftreets are often hung with arras out of devo- 
tion; and (what is ſtill more ſtrange) the La. 
dies invite Gentlemen to their houſes, aud 
treat them with muſic and ſweetmeats, o of 
devotion ; in a word, were it not for this de- 
votion of its inhabitants, Naples would have 
Tittle elſe to recommend it, betides the air and 
fituation. Learning is in no very thriving 
ſtate here, as indeed no where elſe in I 
however, among many pretenders, ſome men 
of taſte are to be met with. A friend of mine 
told me, not long fince, that being to viſt 


Salvina at Plerence, he found him reading 
yout 
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your Homer; he liked the notes extremely, 
und could find no other fault with the verſion, 
but that he thought it approached too near A 
paraphraſe z which ſhews him not to be ſuf» 
ficiently acquainted with our language. I 
with you health to go on with that noble 
work, and when you have that, I need not 
wilh you ſucceſs. You will do me the juſtice 
to believe, that whatever relates to your wel - 
ture is ſincerely wiſhed by your, &c. 


The Karl OxroRD to Mr: Pope. 
Sia, Brampton-· Caſile, Now. 6, 1721. 
| Received your packet, which could not but 
ztve me great pleaſure, to ſee you preſerve 
an old friend in your memory z for it muſt 
needs be very agreeable to be remembered b 
hoe we highly value. But then how muc 
thaihe did it cauſe me, when I read your very 
dne verſes incloſed? My mind reproached 
me how far ſhort I came of what your great 
triendſhip and delicate pen would Po 
celcribe me. You aſk my conſent to publi 
it: To what ſtraits doth this reduce me? 
ook back indeed to thoſe evenings I have 
v{ctully and pleaſantly fpent with Mt. Pope, 
Mr. Parnelle, Dean Swift, the Doctor, Cc. 
N 4 I ſhould ' 


5 


me to your friendſhip ; and ſince your attec 
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I ſhould be glad the world knew you admitted 


tion is too hard for your judgment, Jam con 
tented to let the world know how well Vic, 
Pope can write upon a barren ſubje&t. | re- 
turn you an exact copy of the verſes, that [ 
may keep the original as a teſtimony of the 
only error you have been guilty of. I hope 
very ſpredily to- embrace you in Londor, u 
to aſſure you of the particular eſteem and 
friendſhip wherewith I am your, &c. 


From Mr. BLOUNT to My. Pops. 
Nov. 11, 171. 


II 13 an agreement of long date between * 


you and me, that you ſhould do with my 
letters juſt as you pleaſed, and anſwer them at 
your leiſure; and that is as ſoon as I ſhall 
think you ought. I have ſo true a taſte of 
the ſubſtantial part of your friendſhip, that I 
wave all ceremonials ; and am ſure to make 


| you as many viſits as I can, and leave you to 


return them whenever you pleaſe, afſunng 
you they ſhall at all times be heartily welcom* 
to me. The many alarms we have from your 
parts have no effect upon the genius that 


reigns in our country, which is happily turned 
(9 


d 
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0 pre(erve peace and quiet among us. What 
: anmal ſcene has there been opened in the 
eth What ruin have thoſe unfortunate raſh 
ceniiemen drawn upon themſelves and their 
1.14cable followers? And perchance upon 
many others too, who upon no account would 
be their followers, However, it may look 
unzenerous to reproach people in diſtreſs. I 
don't remember you and I ever uſed to trouble 
ourie]ves about politics; but when any matter 
happened to fall into our diſcourſe, we uſed 
to condemn all undertakings that tended to- 
ads diſturbing the peace and quiet of our 
wuntty, as contrary to the notions we had of 
morality and religion, which oblige us on no 
pretence whatſoever to violate the laws of cha- 
tity. How many lives have there been loſt in 
hot blood, and how many more are there like 
to be taken off in cold ! If the broils of the na- 
uon affect you, come down to me, and though 
ve are farmers, you know Eumæus made his 
lends welcome. You ſhall here worſhip 
the echo at your eaſe ; indeed we are forced 
iv do ſo, becauſe we can't hear the firſt report, 
and therefore are obliged to liſten to the ſe- 
cond ʒ which for ſecurity ſake I ds not always 
believe neither, 

"Tis 
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'Tis a great many years ſince I fell in Joy 
with the character of Ponmponius Atticus: 
long'd to imitate him a little, and hast con. 
trived hitherto to be, like him, engaged in 
no party, but to be a faithful friend to for: 
in both: I find myſelf very well in this way 
hitherto, and live in a certain peace of mind 
by it, which, I am perſuaded, brings a min 
more content than all the perquiſites of w 
ambition. I with pleaſure join with you in 
wiſhing, nay, I am not aſhamed to fay, :n 
praying for the welfare, temporal and eto 
of all mankind. How much more afte&tion:'e- 


ly then ſhall I do fo for you, fince I am in 1 
moſt particular manner, and with all ſinc 
iity, your, Sc. 


From the ſame. 


Nov. 2-, 17517, 

J:£ E queſtion you propoſed to me is wi24t, 
at preſent, I am the moſt_unfit man 

the world to anſwer, by my loſs of one of te 
beſt of fathers. He had lived in ſuch a cou! 
of temperance as was enough to make th: 
longeſt life agreeable to him, and in fucl 1 
courſe of piety as ſufficed to make the moſt 
ſudden death fo alſo. Sudden indeed it was: 
| Hows 


* 


—— 


as abell ds Important Occasrons. 197 


However, I heartily beg of God to give me 
{ach a one, provided I can lead ſuch a life. I 
are him to the mercy of God, and to the 
yiety of à religion that extends beyond the 
rave ; Si gua eft ea cura, &c, He has left 
me o the tickliſh managenient of ſo narrow 
1 fortune, that any one falſe ſtep would be 
fatal, My mother is in that difpichted ſtate of 
rehgnation, which is the effect of long life, 
and the loſs of what is dear to us. We are 
r:ally each of us in want of a friend, of ſuch 
in humane turn as yourfelf, to make almoſt 
wy thing deſirable to us. I feel your abſence 
more than ever, at the ſame time I can leſs ex- 
tres my regards to you than ever; and I ſhall 
make this, which is the moſt ſincere letter ever 
writ to you, the ſhorteſt and fainteſt perhaps 
ot any you ever received. Tis enough if 
ou reflect, that barely to remember any per- 
an when one's mind is taken up with a ſen- 
ble ſorrow, is a great degree of friendſhip. 
can ſay no more but that L love you, and all 
hat are yours; and that I wiſh it may be 
very long before any of yours ſhall feel for 
jeu what I now feel for my father. Adieu. 


M.. 
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Mr. Por E to EDWARD BLouNT, % 


June 2, 1724. 

N ſhew yourſelf a juſt man and a 
friend in thoſe gueſſes and ſuppoſitions 

you make at the poſhble reaſons of my ſilence; 
every one of which is a true one. As to for. 
getfulneſs of you, or yours, I affure you, the 
promiſcuous converſations of the town lerve 
only to put me in mind of better and mos 
quiet to be had in a corner of the world (un- 
diſturbed, innocent, ſerene, and ſenſible) with 
ſuch as you. Let no acceſs of any diltult 
make you think of me differently in a clo; 


day from what you do in the moſt ſun-ſhiuy 
weather, Let the young ladies be affur:d ! 
make nothing new in my gardens, with! 
wiſhing to ſee the print of their fairy fleps iu 
every part of them. I have put the laſt hand 
to my works of this kind, in happily finith- 
ing the ſubterraneous wy and grotto : I ther: 
e 


found a ſpring of the cleareſt water, which 
falls in a perpetual rill, that echoes through 
the cavern day and night, From the e 
Thames you ſee thro' my arch up a walk af 
the wilderneſs, to a kind of open temple, 
wholly compoſed of ſhells in the ruſtic mad 

* 


- — 
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ger; and from that diſtance under the temple 
you look down through a ſloping arcade of 
of trees, and ſee the fails on the river paſſing 
{:4denly and vaniſhing, as through a per- 
ſpective glaſs, When you ſhut the doors of 
this grotto, it becomes on the inſtant, from 
a luminous room, a Camera Obſcura ; on the 
walls of which all objects of the river, hills, 
woods and boats, are forming a moving pic- 
une in their viſible radiations : And when 
ou have a mind to light it up, it Affords you 
very different ſcene ; it is finiſhed with ſhells 
interſperſed with pieces of looking-glaſs in 
angular forms; and in the cieling is a ſtar of 
the lame material, at which, when a lamp (of 
an orbicular figure of thin alabaſter) is hung 
in the middle, a thouſand pointed rays glitter, 
and are reflected over the place. There are 
connected to this grotto, by a narrow paſſage, 
t porches, one towards the river, of ſmooth 
tones, full of light, and open; the other 
towards the garden, ſhadowed with trees, 
rough with ſhells, flints, and iron ore. The 
bottom is paved with ſimple pebble, as is alſo 
the adjoining walk up the wilderneſs to the 
temple, in the natural taſte, agreeing not ill 
with the little dripping murmur, and the 
aquatic 
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aquatic idea of the whole place. It wan; 
nothing to complete it but a good ſtatue witl 
an inſcription, like that beautiful antique one 
which you know I am ſo fond of: 


Hujus nympha loci, ſacri cuſſedis fontis, 
Dormio dum blande ſentio murmur aque. 
Parce meum, quiſquis tangis cava marmyra, 

fommum © 
Rumpere ; five bibas, fie lawere ta. 


Nymph of the grot, this ſacred ſpring I k»c, 
And to the inurmur of theſe waters leep : 
Oh! ſpare my ſlumbers, gently tread the cant 
And drink in ſilence, or in ſilence lave 


You'll think IT have been very poetical in this 
deſcription, but it is pretty near the truth. 
wiſh you were here to bear teſtimony how Ii 
it owes to art, either the place itſelf, or the 
image I give of it. I am, Sc. 


Mr. PorE to the Biſbop Rocursrux. 
May 1723. 
NC E mere I write to you, as I pro- 
myſed, and this once, I fear, Wie 
the laſt The curtain will ſoon be drawn be- 
teen my fried and me, and notlung left bu: 
| to 
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to wiſh you a long good night. May 0 
enjoy a ſtate of repoſe in this life, not unlike 
that ſleep of the ſou] which (ome have believed 
1s to ſucceed it, where we lip utterly forgetful 
of that world from which we are gone, and 
:ipening for that to which we are to go. It 
vou retain any memory of the paſt, let it only 
nage to you what has pleaſed you beſt ; ſome- 
times preſent a dream of an abſent friend, or 
bring you back an agreeable converſation. 
But upon the whole, I hope you will think 
eis of the time paſ} than of the future; as 
de former has been leſs kind to you than the 
latter infallibly will be. Do not envy the 
world your ſtudies ; they will tend to the be- 
f men againſt whom you can have no 
c:mplaint, I mean of all poſterity ; and per- 
haps, at your time of life, nothing elſe is 
worth your care, What is every year of a 
wiſe man's life, but a cenſure or critic on the 
paſt ? Thoſe, whoſe date is the ſhorteſt, liye 
long enough to laugh at one half of it : The 
boy deſpiſes the infant, the man the boy; the 
plofopher both, and the chriſtian all. Yaqu 
wa now begin to think your manhood was 
too much a puerility, and you'll never ſuffer 
your age to be but a lecond infancy. The om 
an 


net o 
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and baubles of your childhood are hardly now 
more below you, than thoſe toys of our riper 
and of our declining years, the drums an! 
rattles of ambition, and the dirt and bubbles 
of avarice. At this time, when you are cu! 
off from a little ſociety, and made a cit gen 
of the world at large, you ſhonld bend you 
talents not to ſerve a party, or a few, but || 
mankind, Your genius ſhould mount abov: 
that mitt in which its participation and ncigh- 
bourhood with earth long involved it; to (hin! 
abroad and to heaven, ought to be the buline!s 
and the glory of your preſent ſituation. K. 
member it was at ſuch a time, that the great. 
lights of antiquity dazzled and blazed t': 
moſt, in their retreat, in their exile, or in 
their death: But why do I talk of dazzling 
or blazing ? It was then that they did gocd, 
that they gave light, and that they became 
guides to mankind. Thoſe aims alone ate 
worthy of ſpirits truly great, and ſuch I theic- 
fore hope will be yours. Reſentment indte 
may remain, perhaps cannot be quite c 
tinguiſhed, in the nobleſt minds; but revenge 
never will harhour there: Higher principle“ 
than thoſe of the firſt, and betier prince 


than thoſe of the latter, will infallibly influe=c* 
me 
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men, whoſe thoughts and whoſe hearts are 
enlarged, and cauſe them to prefer the whole 
to any part of mankind, eſpecially to fo ſmall 
a part as one's ſingle ſelf. Believe me, my 
Lord, I look upon you as a ſpirit entered into 
another life, as one juſt upon the edge of im- 
mortality; where the paſſions and affections 
muſt be much more exalted, and where you 
ought to deſpiſe all little views and all mean 
r-1roſpects, Nothing is worth your looking 
back; and therefore look forward, and make 
(as you can) the world look after you : But 
take care that it be not with pity, but with 
eſteem and admiration. ( 

am with he greateſt ſincerity and paſſion 
tor your fame, as well as happinels, your, Cc. 


From the ip ROCHESTER to My, Pope, 
on the Death of bis Daughter. . 


- Montpelier, Now. 20, 1729. 

12 not yet maſter enough of myſelf, 
after the late wound I have received, to 
open my very heart to you, and am not con- 
tent with lels than that whenever I converſe 
with you. My thoughts are at preſent vainly, 
out plcalingly employed, on what I have lot, 
and can never recover. Iknow well I ought, 
(#) for 
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for that reaſon, to call them off to other 
jects, but hitherto J have not been able to do 
it. By giving them the rein a little, and iu. 
fering them to ſpend their force, I hope in 
ſome time to check and ſubdue them. Mz; 
fortune wulneribus perculſus, huic uni me im- 
parem ſenſi, & pene ſuccubui: This is werk- 
neſs, not wildom, Ion; and on that account 
fitter to be truſted to the boſom of a friend, 
where I may ſafely lodge all my infirmities. 
As ſoon as my mind is in ſome meatue or- 
rected and calm'd, I will endeavour to follow 
your advice, and turn it to ſomething of ute 
and moment; it J have ſtill lite enough leti 
to do any ching that is worth reading aud 
preſerving. In the mean time I ihall be 
leaſed to hear that you proceed in what you 
intend, without any ſuch melancholy inter- 
ruption as I have met with. Your nund is at 
yet unbroken by age and ill accidents, you! 
knowledge and judgment are at the height : 
Uſe them in writing ſome what that may teach 
the preſent and future times, and if not gain 
equally the applauſe of both, may yet ae 
the envy of the one, and ſecure the admiration 
of the other. Employ not your precious 
moments and great talents on little _—_ 
iu? 
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little things; but chule a ſubject every way 
worthy of yon, and handle it, as you can, 
in a manner which no body elſe can equal or 
imitate. As for me, my abilities, if I ever 
had any, are not what they were, and yet I 
will endeavour to recollect and employ them. 


wmnn—_clidus tardante ſenecta 
Sanguis hebet, frigentque eff@&to in corpore 
WIYES. 


However I ſhould be ungrateful to this place, 
if I did not own that I have gained upon the 
gout in the ſouth of France much more than 
I did at Paris; though even there I ſenſibly 
improved, I believe my cure had been per- 
fected, but the earneſt deſire of meeting one 
I dearly loved, called me abruptly to Mont- 
pelier, where, after continuing two months, 
under the cruel torture of a lad and fruitleſs 
expectation, I was forced at laſt to take a 
long journey to Toulouſe : And even there I 
had miſs'd the perſon I fought, had ſhe not, 
with great ſpirit and courage, ventured all 
night up the Garonne to lee me, which ſhe 
above all things delired to do before ſhe died, 
By that means ſhe was brought where I was, 
between ſeven and eight in the morning, aud 

O 2 lived 
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lived twenty hours afterwards, which time 
was not loſt on either ſide, but paſſed in ſuch 
a manner as gave great ſatisfaction to both, 
and ſuch as, on her part, every way became 
her circumſtances and character: For the had 
her ſenſes to the very laſt gaſp, and exerted 
them to give me, in thoſe — hours, greater 
marks of duty and love than ſhe had done in 
all her life-time, though ſhe had never been 
wanting in either. The laſt words ſhe (aid 
to me were the kindeſt of all; a reflection on 
the goodneſs of God, which had allowed us 
in this manner to meet once more, before we 

rted for ever. Not many minutes after that, 
ſhe laid herſelf on her pillow in a fleeping 


poſture, 
Placidaque ibi demum morte quiewvit. 

Judge you, Sir, what I felt, and ſtill fee! 
on this occaſion, and ſpare me the trouble of 
deſcribing it. At my age, under my infir- 
mities, among utter ſtrangers, how ſhall J 
find out proper reliefs and ſupports ? I can 
have none, but thoſe with which reaſon and 
religion furniſh me, and thoſe I lay hold on, 
and graſp at as faſt as I can. I hope that he, 


who laid the burthen upon me (for wiſe and 
good 
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good purpoſes no doubt) will enable me to 
bear it, in like manner as I have borne others, 
with ſome degree of fortitude and firmneſs. 
You ſee how ready I am to relapſe into an ar- 
gument which I had quitted once before in 
this letter; I ſhall probably again commit the 
ſame fault, if T continne to write; and there- 
{ure J ftopdhort here, and with all ſincerity, 
affection, and eſteem, bid you adieu! Till 
we meet either in this world, if God pleaſes, 
or elſe in another. I am, &c. 
Frem Mr. Gar 1% Mr. F. 
Stanton-Harcourt, Aug. 9, 1718. 
HF only news that you can expect to 
have from me here, 18 news from Hea- 
ven, for I am quite out of the world ; and 
there is ſcarce any thing that can reach me 
except the noiſe of thunder, which undoubted- 
vou have heard too. We have read in old 
authors of high towers levelled by it to the 
ground, while the humble vallies have ef- 
caped : The only thing that is proof againit 
id is the laurel, which, however, I take to 
be no great ſecurity to the brains of modern 
authors, But to let you ſee that the contrary 
to this often happens, I muſt acquaint you, 
O 3 that 


989 
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that the higheſt and moſt extravagant heap of 
towers in the univerſe, which is in this neigh. 

bourhood, ftand ſtill undefaced, while a coc“ 

of barley in our next field has been conſumed 

to alhes. Would to God that this heap of 
barley had been all that had periſhed ! For 
unhappily beneath this little ſhelter late two 
much more conſtant lovers than ever were 
found in romance under the ſhade of a beech 
tree. John Henawet was a well ſet man of 
about five and twenty; Sarah Drenv might 
be rather called comely than beautiful, and 
was about the ſame age. They had paſſed 
through the various labours of the year to- 
gether with the greateſt ſatisfaction. If ſhe 
milked, it was his morning and evening ca 
to bring the cows to her hand. It was but 
Iaſt fair that he bought her a preſent of green 
filk for her ſtraw-hat, and the poſy on her 
ſilver ring was of his chuſing. Their love 
was the talk of the whole neighbourhood ; 
for ſcandal never affirmed that he had any 
other views than the lawful poſſeſſion of her 
in marriage. It was that very morning that 
he had obtained the conſent of her paiy/ts, 
and it was but till the next week that they 


were to wait to be happy. Perhaps in the in- 
terv2cs 
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tervals of their work they were now talking of 
the wedding-cloaths, and John was ſuiting 
'-veral ſorts of poppies and field flowers 9 
her complexion, to chuſe her a knot tor her 
wedding-day, While they were thus buſted 
(it was on the laſt of July between two and 
tree in the afternoon) the clouds grew black, 
and fuch a ſtorm of lightning and thunder 
enſued, that all the labourers made the bett of 
their wav to what ſhelter the trees and hedges 
afforded, 

| Sarah was frighted, and fell down in 2 
von ON a heap of barley. John, who never 
wparated from her, ſat down by her fide, 
having raked together two or three heaps, the 
eiter to ſecure her from the ſtorm. , Imme- 
iately there was heard ſo loud a crack, as if 
Haven had ſplit aſunder; every one was now 

lolic:1tous for the ſafety of his r:eighbour, and 

called to one another throughout the field: 

No anſwer being returned to thoſe who called 

to our lovers, they ſtept to the place where 

they lay; they perceived the barley all in a 

imoak, and they ſpied this faithful pair, John 

with one arm about Sarah's neck, and the 

other held over, as to ſcreen her from the 

bgktning, They were firuck dead, and 


04 ſtiffned 
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ſtiffned in this tender poſture. Sara ett 
eye-brow was ſinged, and there appeare:. 2 
black ſpot on her breaſt ; Her lover wa 
over black, but not the leaſt ſigns of life were 
found in either. Attended by their . n. 
choly companions they were conveyed t« t 
town, and the next day were interr'd :! 
Stanton-Harcour! church yard. My Lor“ 
Harcourt, at Mr. Pope's and my requeſt, 38 
cauſed a ſtone to be placed over them, vpn; 
condition that we furniſſied the epitaph, whict 
is as follows: 


When eaflern lovers feed the fun ral fire, 


On the jame file the faithjul pair expire : 
Here pity ing Heaven that virtue mutual 1nd, 
And blafted both, that it might neither 019414, 
Hearts ſo fincere ib Almighty ſaau well pl. ard, 
Sent bis onun lightning, and the wnittims jets d. 
But my Lord is apprehenſive the country peo- 

le will not underſtand this, and Nr. Je 
fays he'll make one with ſomething ot 
ſcripture in it, and with as little of poetry 25 
Hepkrins and Sternbold *. Your, &c. 

# The epitaph was: 

Near this place lie the bodies of 
Jabn Hewe: and Sarab Drew, 
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an induſtrious young man 
and virtuous maiden of this pariſh, 
who being at harveſt work 
(with ſeveral others) 
were in one inſtant killed by lightning 
the laſt of July 1718, 


Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of PETERBOROUGH, 


My LORD, 

Never knew or heard of any perſon ſo vo- 

latile, and fo fixed as your Lordſhip : You, 
wile your imagination is carrying you through 
every corner of the world, where you have or 
ac not been, can at the ſame time re- 
nber to do offices of favour and kindneſs 
0 ihe meaneſt of your friends; and in all the 
cenes you have paſſed, have not been able to 
2ttain, that one quality peculiar to a great 
man, of forgetting every thing but injuries, 
(0! (his Jam a living witneſs againſt you; for 
bing the moſt inſignificant of all your hum- 
ble tervants, you were ſo cruel as never to 
give me time to aſk a favour, but prevented 
me in doing whatever you thought I deſired, 
or :ould be for my credit or advantage. 

have often admired at the capriciouſneſs of 


lortuns in regard to your Lordſhip. — 
| | ce 


22 ͤ er ———id 
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forced courts to act againſt their oldeſt + 
molt conſtant maxims; to make you a 3 'Ge 
neral, becauſe you had courage and co. 
— in the intereſt of Eu abe; 3 an an 
Admiral, on account of your ſkill in ma; 
time N Whereas according to the uu. 
method of court proceedings, "1 (how have 
been at the head of the army, and yon of th: 
church, or rather a curate under the Dean of 
of St. Patrick's. The Archbiſhop of Dub 
lin laments that he did not lee your Lordihin 
till he was juſt upon the point of lea the 
Bath: I pray God you may have feu he- 
ceis in that | journey, elſe I ſhall continue to 
think that there is a fatality in all your Lord - 
ſhip's undertakings, which only terminate n 
your own honour, and the good of the hem, 
withour the leaſt advantage to your health or 
fortune. I remember, Lord Oxford' s minitry 
uſed to tell me, that not knowing where 
write to you, they were forced to writ: at 
you, It is (6 with me, for you are in on? 
thing an evangelical man, that you know 1! 
where to lay your head, and, I think, you 
have no houſe, Pray, my Lord, write to nc, 
that I may have the pleaſure in this country 
cf 
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if going about, and ſhewing my depending 
prlous a letter from the Earl of Peterborough. 
I am, Ec. 


From the Earl of PETERBOROUGH fe Mr. 
PoPE. | 


W Henever you apply as a good Papiſt 


to your temale mediatrix, you are 
fire of ſucceſs ; but there is not a full aſſurance 
of your entire ſubmiſſion to mother church, 
nd that abates a little of your authority. 
However, if you will accept of country 
letters, ſhe will correſpond from the hay- 
cock, and I will write to you upon the ſide of 
my whzelbarrow: Surely ſuch letters might 
cap examination. 
our idea of the golden age is, that every 
| pherd might pipe where he pleaſed, | AslI 
we lived longer, I am more moderate in my 
wiihe 55 and would be content with the liberty 
not piping where I am not pleaſed, 
„how I wiſh to myſelf and my friends, 
a freedom which fate ſellom allows, and 
which we often refuſe ourſelves! Why is our 
hepherdeſs in voluntary ſlavery? Why muſt 
dur Dean ſubmit to the colour of his — 
, an 


204 Lrrrres on the moſl Common 


and live abſent from us? And why n 
confined to what you cannot relieve? 

T ſeldom venture to give accounts eo my 
journies beforchand, becauſe I take (4/1. 
tions of going to London, and ket p e 
better than quarrelling lovers do the 5, E. 
the de'Il will drive me thither about the m1 
dle of next month, and I will cal! upon you, 
to be fprinkled with holy water, burr ] 
enter the place of corruption. Your er. 


Lord BoLINGBROKE to Dr. S. 
[| Am not ſo lazy as Pope, and therefore 
muſt not expect from me the ſame ind 
ence to lazineſs; in defending his own cau'e 1:7 
leads yours, and becomes your advocate wile 
he appealsto you as his judge: You will do! 


fame on your mat. and I, and the en © 
I 


your common friends, ſhall have great ju!t'-: 
to expect from two ſuch righteous trib 
You reſemble perfectly the two ale- han, 
keepers in Holland, who were at the fame 1:1 
burgomaſters of the town, and taxed © 
another's bills alternately. I declare butore- 
hand I will not ſtand to the award; my tile 
to your friendſhip is good, and wants neither 
deeds nor writings to confirm it; but anm"al 
| ; | aCknuws 
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iknowledgments at leaſt are neceſſary to pre- 
ne it: And I begin to ſuſpect, by your de- 
tauding me of them, that you hope in time 
to diſpute it, and to urge preſcription againſt 
me. I would not ſay one word to you about 
myſelf (fince it is a ſubject on which you ap- 
zear to have no curioſity) was it not to try 
tow far the contraſt between Pope's fortune 
ind manner of lite and mine, may be carried. 
hate been then infinitely more uniform and 
e diflipated, than when you knew me and 
cared for me. That love which I uſed to 
latter with ſome profuſion among the female 
kind, has been theſe many years devoted to 
one object. A great many misfortunes (for 
{they are called, though ſometimes very im- 
properly) and a retirement from the world, 
wave made that juſt and nice diſcrimĩination 
between my acquaintance and my friends, 
which we have ſeldom ſagacity enough to 
mace for ourſelves ; thoſe inſccts of various 
bues which uſed to hum and buz about me 
vile I ſtood in the ſunſhine, have diſappeared 
ce I lived in the ſhade, No man comes to 
i bermitage but for the ſake of the hermit 3 
ae philoſophical friends come often to mine, 
ind they are ſuch as you would be ge 

1e 
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live with, if a dull climate, and duller cc. 
pany, have not altered you, extreme!y tan 
what you was nine years ago, The bose 
voice of party was never heard in this quit 
place; gazettes and pamphlets are barihed 
from it, and if the Jucubrations of Ig 
Bickerflaff be admitted, this diſtinctior i; 
owing to ſome ftrokes by which it is judgad 
that this illuſtrious philoſopher had (like the 
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagora:, tr 
Perſian Zoroafter, and others his precurſors 
among the Zabians, Magians, and the EA 
tian ters) both his outward and his invest 
doctrine, and that he was of no ſide at the 
bottom. When 1 am there, I forget Jet 
was of any party myſelf; nay, I am: often fo 
happily abſorbed by the abitracted rea1vn of 
things, that I am ready to imagine there never 
was any ſuch monſter as party. Alas, I an 
ſoon awakened from that pleaſing dream by 
the Greek and Roman hiſtorians, by CA. 
dine, by Mach:avel, and Thu anus: For I ave 
yowed to read no hiſtory of our own conte), 
till that body of it, which you promile to 
finiſh, appears. I am under no appretiention 
that a glut of ſtudy and retirement ſhov!d cal 
me back into the hurry of the world; ont 
con. 


* 
5 —- 
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contrary, the ſingle regret which I ever feel 
i, that I fell fo late into this courſe of life; 
my philoſophy grows confirmed by habit, and 
if vou and I meet again, I will extort this 
pprobation from you: Jam non conſilio bonus, 
ſel more eo produttus, ut non tantum recte fa- 
core pofſum, ſed niſi recte facere non paſlim. 
The little incivilities I have met with from 
oppoſite fets of people, have been fo far trom 
rendering me violent or four to any, that I 
think myſelf obliged to them all; ſome have 
cured me of my fears, by ſhewing me bow 
impotent the malice of the world is; others 
have cured me of my hopes, by ſhewing how 
precarious popular friendſhips are; all have 
cured me of ſurprize: In driving me out of 
purity, they have driven me out of curſed 
company, and in ſtripping me of titles and 
tank, and eſtate, and ſuch tnnkets, which 
every man that will may ſpare, they have gi- 
ven me that which no man can be happy 
without. Reflection and habit have rendered 
the world fo indifferent to me, that I am nei- 
ther aflifted por rejviced, angry nor pleaſed, 
at what happens in it, any farther than per- 
lonal triendſhips intereſt me in the affairs of 
it, and this ptiuciple extends my cares om — 
ut 
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little way. Perfe& tranquility is the gener:| 
tenour of my life; good digeſtion, {ercne 
weather, and ſome other mechanic ipiings, 
wind me above it now and then, but Incest 
fall below it; I am ſometimes gay, but never 
ſad, I have gained new friends, and lv: 
loſt ſome old ones; my acquiſitions of th 
kind give me a good deal of pleaſure, becaulz 
they have not been made lightly: 1 know n 
vows ſo lolemn as thoſe of friendſhip, and 
therefore a pretty long noviciate of acquaia- 
tance ſhould, methinks, precede them: My 
lofles of this kind give me but little trouble, 
I contribute nothing to them, and a friend 
who breaks with me unjuſtly, is not worth 
preſerving. As ſoon as I leave this town 
(which will be in a few days) I fhail fall back 
into that courſe of life, which keeps naves 
and fools ata great diſtance from me : } have 
an averhon to them both, but in the ordinaiy 
courſe of life I think I can bear the (enlible 
knave better than the fool. One muſt indeed 
with the former be in ſome or other of the 
attitudes of thoſe wooden men whom | have 
ſeen before a ſ word. cuiler s ſhop,in Germany ; 
but even in theſe conſtrained poſtures the w:t- 


ty raſcal will divert me; and he that diverts 
Tn 
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me does me a great deal of good, and lays 
me under an obligation to him, which I am 
not obliged to pay in another coin: The tool 
obliges me to be almoſt as much upon my 
guard as the knave: And he makes me no 
amends ; he numbs me like the torpor, or he 
teazes me like a fly, This is the picture of 
an old friend, and more like him than that 
will be which you once aſked, and which he 
will ſend you if you continue ſtil] to deſire 
u. — Adieu, dear Sift, with all thy faults 
I love thee intirely ; make an effoct, and love 
me on with all mine. 


Dy. SWIET fo Lord BOLINGBROKE, 


Dublin, April 5, 1729. 

Do not think it could be poſſible tor me to 
hear better news than that of your getting 
over your ſcurvy fort, which always hung as 
a dead weight on my heart; I hated it in all 
is circumſtances, as it affected your fortune 
and quiet, and in a ſituation of life that muſt 
make it every way vexatious. And as I am 
inhnitely obliged to you for the juſtice you do 
me? 1 luppoſing your affairs do at leaſt con- 
den me as much as my own, fo I would ne- 
„have pardoned your omitting it. But be- 
. forg 
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fore I go on, I cannot forbear mentioning 
what I read laſt fummer in a news- paper, that 
you were writing the hiſtory. of your own 
times. I ſuppoſe ſuch 2 report might arife 
from what was not a ſecret among your friend 
of your intention to write another kind of 
hiſtory, which you often promiſed Mr. Pp 
and me to do; I know he deſires it ver, 
pwch, and I am ſure I deſire nothing mort, 
for the honour and love I bear you, and the 
perteft knowledge I have of your public vir- 
tue. My Lord, I have no other notion of 
cexconomy than that it is the parent of liberty 
and eaſe, and I am not the only friend you 
have who hath chid you in his heart for the 
negle& of it, though not with his mouth 25 
T have done. For there is a filly error in the 
world, even among friends otherwiſe very 

ood, not to intermeddle with mens affairs in 
Fich nice matters. And, my Lord, I have 
made a maxim, that ſhoujd be writ in letters 
of diamonds, that a wiſe man ought to have 
money in his head, but not in his heart. Pray, 
my Lord, enquire whether your prototype, 
my Lord Digty, after the reſtoration, when 
he was at Briftal, did not take ſome care of 


his totune, notwithſtanding that quotation | 
once 
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once ſent you out of his ſpeech to the Houſe of 
Commons? In my conlcience, I believe for 
tune, like other drabs, values a man gradu- 
ally leſs for every year he lives. I have de- 
monſtration for it; becauſe if I play at piquet 
for ſix-pence with a man or a woman two 
years younger than mylelf, I always loſe ; 
and there is a young gil of twenty, who ne- 
ver fails of winning my money at back-gam- 
mon, though the is a bungler, and the game 
be eccleſiaſtic. As to the public, I conteſs 
nothing could cure my itch of meddling with 
it but theſe frequent returns of deafneſs, which 
have hindered me from paſſing lait winter in 
don 5 vet I cannot but conſider the perfi- 
diouſneſs of ſome people, who, I thought 
when I was laſt there, upon a change that 
happened, were the moſt impudent in forget- 
ting their profeſſions that I have ever known. 
Pray, will you pleaſe to take your pen, and 
blot me out that political maxim from what- 
ever hook it 1s in, that Res nolunt diu male 
ce 1:mmifirari; the commonneſs makes me not 
now who is the author, but ſure he muſt be 

ene modern. 
am ſorry for Lady Bolingbrole's ill health; 
I | proteſt I never knew a very deſerving, 
2 perſon 
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perſon of that ſex, who had not too much 
reaſon to complain of ill health. I never 
wake without finding liſe a more inſigniſicant 
thing than it was the day before: Which 
is one great advantage I get by living in this 
country, where there is nothing I ſhall be 
ſorry to loſe. But my greateſt miſery is re. 
collecting the ſcene of twenty years pait, and 
then all on a ſudden dropping into the pre- 
ſent. I remember, when I was alittle boy, 
I felt a great fiſh at the end of my line, which 
I drew up almoſt on the ground, but it drop! 
in, and the diſappointment vexes me to this 
very day, and I believe it was the type of all 
my future diſappointments, I ſhould be 
aſhamed to ſay this to you, if you had not a 
ſpirit fitter to bear your own misfortunes, than 
I have to think of them. Is there paticncs 
left to reflect by what qualities wealth and 
reatneſs are got, and by what qualities they 
are loſt ? I have read my friend Congreve + 
verles to Lord Cobham, which end with a 
and falſe moral, and I remember 1s not in 
Horace to Tihullus, which he imitates, © thit 
* all times are equally virtuous and vicious; 
wherein he differs from all poets, philotophicre; 
and chriſtians that ever wit, It is moi pro- 


bable, 


as well as Important Occasions, 213 


bable, that there may be an equal quantity 
of virtues always in the world, but {ometimes 
there may be a peck of it in Afia, and hardly 
a thimble full of it in Ezrope. But if there 
be no virtue, there is abundance of fincerity 3 
for I will venture all I am worth, that there 
is not one human creature in power, who will 
not be modeſt enough to confeſs that he pro- 
ceeds wholly upon a principle of corruption. 
! ſay this, becauſe I have a ſcheme in ſpite of 
your notions, to govern England upon the 
principles of virtue, and when the nation is 
ripe for it, I deſire you will ſend for me. I 
have learned this by living like a hermit, by 
which I am got backwards about 1900 years 
in the era of the world, and begin to wonder 
at the wickedneſs of men. I dine alone upon 
halt a diſh of meat, mix water with my wine, 
walk ten miles a day, and read Baronius. 


From Mr. Pore to Dr. SWIFT. 


Now hold the pen tor my Lord Bolingbroke, 
who is reading your — between two 
hay-cocks; but his intention is ſomewhat 
diverted by caſting his eyes on the clouds, 
rot in admiration of what you fay, but for 
icar of a ſhower, He is pleaſed with your 
P 3 placing 
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placing him 1n the triumvirate between your- 
telf and me; though he ſays, that he doubts 
he ſhall fare like Lepidus, while one of u, 
runs away with all the power like Aug«/tu,, 
and another with all the pleaſures like A 

thony. It is upon a foreſight of this that h. 
has fitted up his farm, and you will age, 
that this ſcheme of retreat at lealt is 10! 
tounded upon weak appearances. Upon his 
return from the Bath, all peccant humon:s, 
he finds, are purged out of him; andes 
great temperance and ceconomy are fo bg, 
that the firſt is fit for my conſtitution, and the 
latter will enable you to lay up ſo much mo- 
ney as to buy a biſhoprick in England, As 
to the return of his health and vigour, were 
you here, you might enquire of his hay- 
makers; but as to his temperance, I can an- 
ſwer that (for one whole day) we have 
nothing for dinner but mutton-broth, bean, 
and bacon, and a barn-door fowl. Now lis 
Lordſhip is run after his cart, I have a mo- 
ment left to myſelf to tell you, that |! over- 
heard him yeſterday agree with a painter tor 
200 f. to paint his country-hall with troplues 
of rakes, ſpades, prongs, &c. and other or- 


* 


naments, merely to countenance his callng 
this 
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this place a farm, No turn over a new leafs 
--He bids me atture you, he ſhould be ſorr 
not to have more {chemes of kindneſs for his 
friends, than of ambition for himſelf: There, 
though his ſchemes may be weak, the motives 
at leaſt are ſtrong; and he ſays further, if 
you could hear as great a fall aid decreaſe of 
your revenues, as he knows by experience he 
dan, you would not live in Ireland an hour. 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all 
pomp, with the inſcription, which makes me 
proudeſt, Tt will be attended with Proeme, 
Prolegomena, Teflimania Scriptorum, Index 
Huthorum, and notes wariorum., As to the 
latter, I defire you to read over the text, and 
make a few in any way you like beſt, whether 
dry raillery, upon the ſtyle and way of com- 
menting of trivial critics : or humorous, upon 
te authors in the poem; or hiſtorical, of 
perſons, places, times; or explanatory; or 
collefting the parallel paſſages of the antients. 
Adieu. I am pretty well, my mother not 
„ Dr.- Arbut hnot vex'd with his fever by in- 
terrals; I am afraid he declines, 21nd we ſhall 
loſe a worthy man : I am troubled about him 
very much, I am, &c. 


P 4 From 
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From Lord BoLNGBROKE to Dy. Sur. 
I Did not take the pen out of Pope's hand 


but ſince he will not fill the remainder of 
the page, I think I may without offence: | 
ſeek no epiſtolary fame, but am a good dea 
pleaſed to think that it will be known te- 
after, that you and I lived in the moſt friendly 
intimacy tugether,Pliny writ his letters tc: 
the public, ſo did Sexeca, ſo did Bolzac, 
Vorture, &c, Tully did not, and therefore 
tlieſe give us more pleaſure than any Which 
bave come down to us from antiquity. When 
we read them, we pry into a ſecret which was 
intended to have been kept from us. That i 
a pleaſure we ſee Cato, and Brutus, and 
Pompey, and others, ſuch as they really were, 
and not ſuch as the gaping multitude of thei 
own age took them to be, or as hiſtorians and 

ets have repreſented them to ours. That 
is another pleaſure, I remember to have icen 
a proceſſion at Aix-la-Chapelle, wherein an 
image of Charlemagne is carried on the 
ſhoulders of a man, who is hid by the long 
robe of the imperial Saint, Follow hum into 
the veſtry, you lee the bearer ſlip from under 


the robe, and the gigantic figure dwindles 
ing 
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to an image of the ordinary ſize, and is ſet 
by among other lumber.— I agree much with 
Pipe, that our climate is rather better than 
that you are in, and perhaps your public ſpirit 
would be leis grieved, or oftner comforted, 
here than there, Come to us therefore on a 
viſit at leaſt. It will not be the fault of ſeveral 
p*r/ons here, if you do not come to hve with 
us. But great goodwill and little power 
produce fuch flow and feeble effects as can be 
acceptable to Heaven alone, and heavenly 
men. I know you will be angry with me, 
it [ fay nothing to you of a poor woman, 
who is ſtill on the other fide of the water in 
a moſt languiſning ftate of health, If ſhe 
regains ſtrength enough to come over, (and 
ke is better within a few weeks) I ſhall nurſe 
her in this tarm with all the care and tender- 
neſs poſſible. Tf ſhe does not, I muſt pay 
her the laſt duty of friendſhip wherever ſhe 
13, though I break through the whole plan of 
lite which I have formed in my mind. Adieu. 
J am, &c. 


Dr. Swirr to Mr. Gay. 
VER ſince I received your letter, I have 
been upon à ballance about go to 

"z 
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England, and landing at Briſſol to pals 1 
month at Ame/bury, as the Duchels has viven 
me leave. But many difficulties have inter- 
fered ; firſt, I thought I had done with mv 
law-ſuit, and fo did all my lawyers : But ny 
adverſary, after being in appearance a pro- 
teſtant theſe twenty years, hath decayed he 
was always a papiſt, and conſequent!y ly tit 
law here cannot buy, nor (I think) e; 5 
that I am at fea again, for almoſt all [ a 
worth. But I have ſtill a worte evil; tor thi 
giddineſs I was ſubject to, inſtead of comin” 
ſeldom and violent, now conſtantly attend: 
me more or leſs, though in a more peaceable 
manner, yet fuch as will not quality me tv 
live among the young and healthy: And the 
Duchets, in all her youth, ſpirit and grand-ur, 
will make a very il nurſe, and her woman 
not much better. Valetudinarians. mult live 
where they can command and fcold ; I mult 
have horſes to ride, I mult go to bed and 
when I pleaſe, and live where all mortals are 
ſubſervient to me. I muſt talk nonſenſe when 
I pleaſe, and all who are preſent muſt com- 
mend it. I muſt ride thrice a week, and walk 
three or four miles beſides, every day. I al- 


ways told you Mr. was good for nottun,; 
but 


a: "well as Important Occastons. 215 


ut to be a rank courtier, I care not whether 
ke ever writes to me or no. Heand you may 
ic! this to the Ducheſs, and J hate to fee you 
ly charitable, and {ſuch a cully ; And yet TI 
ne you for it, becanſe I am one myſelf. 
ou are the ſillieſt lover in chriſtenduom. If 
ten like Mrs. —, why do you not command 
ente take you ? It ſhe does not, the is not 
vorth purſuing ; you do her too much ho- 
wur; the hath neither ſenſe nor taite, it ſhe 
les to refuſe you, though ſhe had 10,0000. 
do nat remember to have told you of thanks 
hit you have not given, nor do I underſtand 
2 meaning, and Jam ſure I had never the 
Ut thonzhts of myſelf. If Tam your friend, 
tor 1y OWn reputation, and from a prin- 
ple of teli-love; and I do ſometimes re- 
;roac.i you for not honouring me by letting 
he world know we are friends. 

| ſee very well how matters go with the 
Ducheſs in regard to me. I heard her ſay, 
Mr. Cay, fill your letter to the Dean, that 
there may be no room for me, the frolic 1s 
gone far enough, I have writ thrice, I will do 
10 more; if the man has a mind to come, let 
im come; what a clutter is here? Poſitively 
| will not write a ſyllable more; She is an 
ungrateful 
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ungrateful Ducheſs, conſidering how many 
adorers I have procured her here, over ar 
above the thouſands ſhe had before.—lI canno 
allow you rich enough till you are werth 
7000 J. which will bring you 400 fer owns 
and this will maintain you, with the perqut 
lite of ſpunging while you are youn 


g And 


when you are old, will afford you a pn. 

port at night, two ſervants, and an old mai, 
a little garden, and pen and ink,---provided 
you live in the country.——Have you no ſchen- 
either in verſe or proſe ? The Ducheſ fu d 
keep you at hard meat, and by that ime: 
force you to write z and fo I have done with 


you. 
A Poſtſcript to the Ducheſs of QEEN SEER 
MaDam, 

Since I begin to grow old, I have found il! 
Ladies become inconſtant, without any rt 
proach from their conſcience, If I wait on 
you, I declare that one of your women (whicl, 
ever it is that has deſigns upon a ch:plan) 
muſt be my nurſe, if I happen to be ick or 
peeviſh at your houſe, and in that cafe you 
mult ſuſpend your domineering-claim ©! | 
recover. Your omitting the utual appendix 


to Mr, Gay's letters hath done me bre 
ice 
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miſchief here; for while you continued them, 
(04 would wonder how civil the ladies here 
were to me, and how much they have altered 
ince. I dare not confeſs that J havedeſcended 
© low as to write to your Grace, after the 
wominable neglect you have been guilty of; 
jor if they but ſuipected it, I ſhould loſe them 
Al. One of them, who had an inklin of the 
matter (your Grace will hardly believe it) re- 
fuſed to beg my pardon upon her knees, for 
once neglecting to make my rice-milk.—Pray 
conſider this, and do your duty, or dread the 
conſequence, I promiſe you ſhall have your 
ſx minutes every hour at Ameſbury, and ſeven 
in London, while I am in health; but if 1 
happen to he ſick, I muſt govern to a ſecond. 
Yet, properly ſpeaking, there is no man alive 
with ſo much truth and reſpedt, 

Your Grace moſt obedient ſervant. 


From Mr. SwifT to Mr. Gar. 


Know not what to ſay to the account of 

your ſtewardſhip, and it is monſtrous to 
me that the South-Sea ſhould pay half their 
dents at one clap. But | will ſend the mo- 
ney when you put me into the way, for I ſhall 
vant ein here, my affairs being in a bad con- 
dition 
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dition by the miſeries of the kingdom, 94 
my own private fortune being Woll em 
broiled, and worſe than ever; fo that I ſhall 
ſoon petition the Ducheſs, as an obj ©: 
charity, to lend me 3 or 4000 J. to ” 
my dignity. My 100 f. will buy me in 
hogſheads of wine, which will ſupport me 2 
year; prowiſæ frugis in annum cia. Hi 
race detired no more: For I will conſttee 
frugis to be wine, Yon are voung en. ough 
to get ſome ſuckly hint, which "muſk come 5 
chance, and it ſhall be a thing of impor! ance, 
uod & bunc in annum vivat & in | 
and you ſhall not finiſh it in hatlte, and » 
ſhall be diverting, and uſefully ſatirical, en 
the Ducheſs thall be your critic ; and b. 
you and me, I do not find the will gro 
weary of you till this time ſeven years. 
had lately an offer to change for an Jag“ 
living, which is juſt too ſhort by 500 * | 
2 and that muſt be made up ou,˙ο 
ucheſs's pin- money before I can cone 
want to be miniſter of Ameſbury, Das 
Twwnckenham, Riſtins, and prebendary «© 
Weflminfler, elſe J will not (hr 2 wk! bur 
content myſelf with making the Duct 
ſerable three months next ſummer. But 1 


Veen 
% * 


1 
"_ 
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keep ill company; I mean the Ducheſs and 
tou, who are both out of favour, and fo ! 
end am I, by a few verſes wherein Pops 
and you have your parts. You hear Dr, 
D——y has got a wife with 16001. a year; 
1, who am his governor, cannot take one 
under 2000; I with you would enquire of 
uch a one in your neighbourhood. See what 
it is to write god!y books! I profeſs I envy 
vou above all men in England; you want 
nothing — — {. more to keep you in plenty 
when your friends. grow weary of you. To 
revent which laſt, while at Ameſoury, you 
learn to domineer and be peeviſh, to find 
aut with their victuals and drink, to chide 
and died the (ervants, with ſome other leſſons 
ehich [ ſhall teach yon, and always practiſed 
myſelf with ſucceſs. I believe I formerly de- 
iced to know whether the Vicar of Ameſbury 
un play at back-gammon ? Pray aſk him che 
quchion, and give him my ſervice, * 


A Poſtſcript to the Dutcheſs of QUz 815BERRY, 


MADAM, | 

| was the moſt unwary creature in the world, 
when, againit my old maxims, I writ firſt to 
jou upon your retutn to Tunbridge. I beg 
that 
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that this condeſcenſion of mine may go no 
farther, and that you will not pretend to make 
a precedent of it. I never knew any men 
cured of any inattention, although the p:e- 
tended cauſes were removed, When 1 was 
with Mr. Gay laſt in London, talking with 
him on ſome poetical ſuhjetts, * Well, I am 
determined not to accept the employmer: 
& of Gentleman-Uſher;“ and of the (ame 
diſpoſition were all my poetical friends, and 
if you cannot cure him I utterly deſpair, — 
As to yourſelf, I will ſay to you (though 
compariions be odious) what I faid to th: 

„that your quality ſhould be neve! 
any motive of eſteem to me: My com- 
ment was then loſt, but it will not be (© 0 
you, For I know you more by any one »! 
your letters, than I could by fix months con- 
verſing. Your pen is always more natura, 
and ſincere, and unaffected, than your tong e; 
in writing you are too lazy to give your!-ii 
the trouble of acting a part, and have inde 
atted ſo indiſcreetly that I have you at mercy: 
And although you ſhould arrive to tuch a 
height of immorality as to deny your han, 
yet, whenever I produce it, the world wi 
unite in ſwearing this muſt come from 


SITTE. 
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only. I will anſwer your queſtion. Mr. 
Gay is not diſcreet enough to live alone, but 
le is too diſcreet to live alone: And yet (un- 
leſs you mend him) he will live alone even in 
your Grace's company. Your quarrelling 
with each other upon the ſubject of. bread 
20d butter, is the moſt uſual thing in the 
world; parhaments, courts, cities, and king- 
loms, quarrel for no other cauſe ; from hence, 
and from hence only, ariſe all the quarrels 
between whig and tory z between thoſe who 
ire in the miniſtry, and thoſe who are out z 
between all pretenders to employment in the 
church, the law, and the army : Even the 
common proverb teaches you this, when we 
lay, It is none of my bread and butter,” 
meaning it is no buſineſs of mine. There- 
ſoze I deſpair of any reconcilement between 
you till the affair of bread and butter be 
:djuited, wherein I would gladly be a me- 
dator. If Mabomet ſhouid come to the moun- 
tun, ow happy would an excellent Lady 
de, who lives a few miles from this town ? 
As | was telling of Mr. Gay's way of living 
at Ameſoury, the offered 15 guineas to have 
on both at her houſe for one hour over à 
„ide of Burgundy, which we were then 


Q drinking, 
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 edribking. To your queſtion I anſwer, bas 
your Grace ſhould pull me by the fleexe till 
you tore it off; and when you ſaid you weir 
weary of me, I would pretend to be deat, 
and think (according to another proverb) that 
you tore my cloaths to keep me from 
going. I newer will believe one word you! (a1 
of my Lord Duke, unleſs I fee three or jour 
lines in his own hand at the bottom of you: s, 

I have a concern in the whole family, 9 
Mr. Gay mult give me a particular account 
every branch, for I am not aſhamed of you 
though you be Duke and Duchels, thoug!: 
J have been of others who are, &c. and 1 
do not doubt but even your own ſervants love 
you, even down to the poſtihions; and when 

I come to Ameſbury, before I fee your Grace, 
Iwill have an hour's converſation with the 
Vicar, who will tell me how familiarly you 
talk ro goody Dobjon and all the neighbours, 
as if you were their equal, and that vou 
were god mother to her fon Fackey, I am, 


and mall be ever, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Your Grace moſt obedient, &c. 


To 


— 3 — — 4 wee, ; 
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To the Hon. Mr. BERNARD GRANVILLE. 


Sig, Mar, near Doncaſter, O#. 6, 1683. 
Y OUR having no proſpect of obtaining 
a commiſſion for me, can no way alter 

o cool my dehre at this important juncture, 


to venture my life in ſome manner or other, 


for my Kang and country. 

I cannot bear hving under the reproach of 
lying obſcure and idle in a country retize- 
ment, when every man, who has the leaſt 


ſenſe of honour, ſhould be preparing for the 


held. 

You may remember, Sir, with what te- 
uctance I ſubmitted to your commands upon 
Monmouth's rebellion, when no importunity 
could prevail with you to permit me to leave 
ihe academy; 1 was too young to be hazarded ; 
But give me leave to ſay, it is glorious at any 
ge to die for one's country, and the ſooner 
the nobler the ſacrifice, 

Jam now older by three years. My uncle 
Bathe was not fo old when he was left among 
the flain at the battle of Newbury : Nor you 
yourſelf, Sir, when, you made your eſcape from. 
your tutors to join your brother at the defence 
of Scilly. 

The ſame cauſe is now come round again 


Q 2 The 
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The King has been miſled, let thoſe who ha 
miſled him be anſwerable for it : No body can 
deny but he is ſacred in his own perſon, and 
it is every honeſt man's duty to defend it. 

You are pleaſed to ſay, it is yet doubtful if 
the Hollanders are raſh enough to make ſich 
an attempt: But be that as it will, I beg leave 
to inſiſt upon it, that I may be preſented to his 
majeſty as one whoſe utmoſt ambition it is 0 
devote his life to his ſervice and my country's, 
after the example of all my anceſtors. 

The gentry aſſembled at York to agree upon 
the choice of repreſentatives for the county, 
have prepared an addreſs, to aſſure his Ma- 
jeſty they are ready to ſacrifice their lives and 
fortunes for him upon this and all other occa- 
fions ; but at the ſame time they humbly be. 
ſ-ech him to give them ſuch magiſtrates as may 
be agreeable to the laws of the land, for at 
preſent there is no authority to which they can 
le ally ſubmit. 

They have been beating for voluntcers at 
York, and the towns adjacent, to ſupply the 
regiments at Hull, but no body will lift. 

By what I can hear, every body wiſhes well 
to the King, but they would be glad his mi- 


niſters were hahged, . 5 
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The winds continue lo contrary, that no 
landing can be ſo ſoon as was apprehended 
therefore I may hope with your Jouve and aſ- 
litance, to be in readine(s before any action 
can begin. I beleech you, Sir, moſt humbly 
and moſt earneſtly, to add this one act of in- 
dulgęnce more, to ſo many other teſtimonies 
which I have conſtantly received gf your good- 
nels, and be pleaſed to believe me always, 
with the 801 duty and ſubmiſſion, Sir, 

our moſt dutiful ſon, 
 GeorGE GRANVILLE. 


To» WiLLIaM HENRY, Earl of Bathe, &c. 
at the Camp in Flanders, Sept. 4, 1711. 


My dear Loa p, 

WI ILS T you are purſuing honour 
in the field, in the earlieſt time of your 
lite, after the example of your anceſtors, I 
am commanded by the Queen to let you know, 
ſhe has declared you her Lord-Lieutenant of 
he county of Cornavall; the Earl of Rocheſter 

to att for you till you are of age. 
You will do well to write your moſt humble 
thanks to her Majeſty, for fo graciouſly re- 
wen bering you, unſolicited, in your ablence : 
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You ſhould likewiſe do the ſame to my Land 
Rochefler, for accepting the trouble. 

This, my dear Lord, is a preparative to 
bring you upon the (tage with ſome luſtie nt 
your firſt appearance in the world. You ate 
placed at the head of a body of gentry, cu. 
tirely diſpoſed in affection to you and your 
family: You are born poſſeſſed of all thoie 
amiable qualities which cannot fail of fix ing 
their hearts: You have no other examp'* to 
follow, but to tread in the ſteps of your an- 
ceſtors: It is all that is hoped or deſired lo 
you. 

You are upon an uncommon foundation in 
that part of the world; your anceſtors, 1 
at leaſt goo years, never made any alliance, 
male or female, out of the weſtern counties: 
Thus there is hardly a gentleman, cither in 
Cornwall or Devon, but has ſome of you! 
blood, or you ſome of theirs. Iremember the ri! 
time I accompanied your grandfather into 
Weſt, upon holding his parhament of tinners, 
as warden of the Stannaries, when there Was 
the moſt num-rous appearance of gentry of 
both counties that had ever been remembered 
together ; I obſerved there was hardly avy 


one but whom he called coutn, and I cou'd 
wot 


as avell as Important Occastons. 231 


not but obſerve at the ſame time how well they 
were pleaſed with it. Let this be a leſſon for 
you when it comes to your turn to appear 
amongſt them. Nothing is more obliging 
than to ſeem to retain the memory ef kindred 
nd alliances, tho' never ſo remote; and by 
conſequence, nothing more diſobliging than 
« turgetfulnets of them, which is always im- 
pute:! to an affected, diſdainſul ſuperiority 
and pride, 

Thee is another particular in my opinion, 
ti no {mall conſequence to the upport of your 
mereft, which I would recommend to your 
tation; and that , to make Sfozw? your 
principal reſidence. I kave heard your grand- 
aher Hay, it ever he lived to be poſſeſſed of 
New Hall, he would pull it down, that your 
ſather might have no temptation to withdraw 
dom the ancient ſeat of his family. From 
the conqueſt to the reſtauration, your anceſtors 
conttantly rvehded amongſt their coumtrymen, 
except when the puhlic- ſervice called upon 
then to ſacrifice their lives for it. 

Stowe, in your grandfather's time, till the 
civil wars broke out, was a kind of academy 
for all young men of family in the country; 
he provided himſelf with the beſt maſters, of 


2 all 
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all kinds, for education; and the child:cn et 
his neighbours and friends ſhared the advan. 
tage with his own, Thus he, in 2 manner, 
became the father of his country, and not 
only engaged the affection of the preſent ge- 
neration, but laid a foundation of friendſſ ) 
for poſterity, which is not worn out at this da. 

Upon this foundation, my Lord, you in- 
herit friends without the trouble of making 
them, and have only to preſerve them An 
eaſy taſk for you, to whom nature has been 
ſo liberal of every quality neceſſary to ati: 
affection and gain the heart. 

I muſt tell you, the generality of our conn- 
trymen have been always Royalifts ; you in- 
herit too much loyal blood to like thein the 
worſe ; there is an old ſaying amongſt them, 
That a Godolphin was never known 10 win! 
« wit; a Trelawney courage; or, a Gag 
4 wulle loyalty.” Wit and courage are not 
to be miſtaken ; and to give thoſe families their 
due, they ſtill keep up their character; Þut it 
is the misfortune of loyalty not to he fo clearly 
underſtood, or defined, In a country ſubject 
to revolutions, what paſſes for loyalty to day, 
may be treaſon to-morrow : But I make great 


difference between real and nominal treaſon. 
In 


— 
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In the quarrel of the houſes of York and Lan- 
caſter, both tides were proclaimed traitors, as 
he other prevailed ; Even under CromwelPs 
Ulurpation, all who adhered to the King 
were proclaimed traitors, and ſuffered as ſuch: 
But this makes no alteration in the thing itſelf; 
it may be enacted ticafon to call black, black; 

„ aohite, aubite; but black will de black, 
and white will be white, in ſpite of all the 
lez:flators in the world. 

There can be no doubt about allegiance, 
unleſs Princes become tyrants, and then they 
ceaſe to be kings: They will no longer be 
relpefted as God's vicegerents, who violate 
the laws they were ſworn to protect. The 
preacher may tell us of paſſive obedience ; 
that tyrents are to be patientiy ſuffered - 
ſchurges in the hands of a righteous God, 
<a te a ſinful nation; and to be ſubmitte- it "I 
ke plagues, famines, and ſuch-like jndg- 
ments from above, Such dectrires, were it 
te, could only ferve wv miflead ill judging 
Princes into a falſe ſecurity 3; men are not tg 
o r-aloned gut of their lenſes: Human na- 
twe and ſelf- preſervation will eternally arm 
2gamkt ſlavery and oppreſſion. 

is therefore not to be ſuppoſed, that * 
the 
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the weakeſt Prince would run that hazard, 

unleſs ſeduced by advice wickec|y pal ite 

by evil counſellors. Nero himſelt, under the 
influence of a good miniſtry, was the mdeh, 

the moſt gracious, and beſt beloyed of thr 
Emperors; the moſt ſanguinary, the wol 
n and the moſt abhorred under a bad | 
one. A Prince may be deceived, or miſtal 1, | 
in the choice of his favourites; but he has j 
this advantage; he is ſure to hear of it frm 

the voice of the public: If then he is dent, 

ſeems to take upon himſelf the blame a" 
odium of thoſe actions, which were chargea!., 
before but upon his adviſers, 


Idle murmurs, groundleſs difcontents. and { 
pretended jealouſies and fears, the. c e 
private prejudice and reſentments, have en, 9 
and will ever be, under the wileſt amin. 0 
tions: We are peſtered with them even now, vw 
when we have a Queen, who is known to have 1 
nothing ſo much at heart as the content ment th 
of her people: "Theſe are tranſtory vapours, i 
which ſcatter at the firſt appearance oi 11g\t ; v0 
the infection ſpreads no farther than a be 
cular ſet of ſour, ſplenetic enthuſiaits in po- hi 


litics, not worth minding or correcting. Uni- 
vertu 
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verſal diſcontent can never happen but from 
ſo ic provocations. 

Many well meaning perſons, however, 
abounding in zeal, have been often unwarily 
caught by popular pretences, and not unde- 
ceived, till 'twas too late. Have a care, my 
dear couſin, of ſplitting upon that rock ; there 
have been falſe patriots, as well as falſe 
prophets. 

To fear Gon, and honour the KIN a, were 
ajunctions ſo cloſely tacked together, that they 
em to make but one and the ſame command: 
A man may as well pretend to be a good 
Criſtian, without fearing GoD, as a good 
ſahject without honouring the KING. 

Do, Par RIA, AMICIS, was your great 
rrandfather, Sir BEviL's motto: In three 
words he has added to his example a rule, 
which, in following, you can never err in any 
duty of life. The brighteſt courage, and 
the gentleſt diſpoſition, is part of the Lord 
CUarendon's character of him: So much of him 
you have begun to ſhew us already ; and the 
belt wiſh T-can make for you, is, to reſemble 
lum as much in all but his untimely fate. 

I am, my Lord, for ever, &c, 


Second 
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Second Letter i the ſame. Sept. 22. 


Ein living creature, my dear Ln), 
is entitled to offices of humanity : The 
diſtiefs, even of an enemy, ſhould recou-! 
us to him: If he thirfts, give him drink ; ©: 
he hungers, give him food ; overcome evil 
with good. It is with this diſpoſition I woul! 
have you enter into the exerciſe, of that 
thority, with which her Majeſty has honouted 
you over your countrymen. Let no body ir. 
ſpire you with party prejudices and reient- 
ments. Let it be your buſineſs to reconcile 
difterences and heal divihons, and to reſtore, 
if poſſible, harmony and good neighbourhood 
amongſt them. If then there ſhou'd be any 
left to with you ill, make them aſhamed ani 
confounded with your goodneſs and mode 
ration: Not that I would ever adviſe you tv 
ſacrifice one hair of the head of an old friend 
to your family, to gain fifty new ones ; but 
if you can increaſe the number, by couzte!/ 
14 moderation, it may be worth the trial. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, humanity and 
generolity make the beſt foundation to build a 
character upon: A man may have birth, and 
riches, and power, wit, learning, FOurpg: | 


* 
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but without generoſity, it is impoſſible to be 
a great man. Whatever the rich and power- 
'ul may think of themſelves; whatever value 
Hey may Tet upon their abundance and gran - 


(eur, they will find themſelbes but the more 
bated and deſpiſed for the ill uſe oy make of 


it, You ſhould look upon yourſelves but as 


tewards and truſtees for the diftrelſed : Your 
over-abundance is but a depoſit for the uſe 
and relief of the unhappy : You are anſwer- 


{ich diſtinctions among men, ſuch une ual 
(:{frihutzons, but that they might endear 
themſelves to one another, by mutual helps 
ind obligations. Gratitude is the ſureſt ce- 
ment of love, friendſhip, and ſociety. 


nd meaſures to be kept in the diſtribution of 
tavours : We know who have both the power 
and inclination to do good, but for want of 
judgment in the diretio 
good- natured fools, inſtead o 
nefattors, 

My Lord-——will grudge a guinea to an 
honelt gentleman in diſtreſs, but readily give 
twenty to a common ſtrumpet. Another ſhall 
refuſe 


generous be- 


ible for all ſuperfluities miſpent, It 15 not to 
e ſuppoſed, that providence would have made 


There are, indeed, rules to be obſerved, 


ion "7 paſs only for 


— — ” 
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refuſe to lend g l. to his beſt friend with"! 
ſufficient ſecurity. ; and the next moment et 
his whole fortune upon a card, or a dy: ; 3 
chance for which he can have no ſecurity. y 
Lord is to be ſeen every day at a toy- 
hop, ſquandering away his money in trinkets 
and baubles ; and at the fame time leaves his 
brothers and ſiſters without common z 
ries. 

Generoſity does not conſiſt in a contempt 
of money, in throwing it away at random, 
without judgment or diſtinction; (tho' tha: 
indeed is better than locking it up, for nw. 
titudes have the benefit of it,) but in a right 
diſtribution to proper objects, in proportion to 
the merit, the circumſtances, the rank, 2 
condition of thoſe who ftand in need of ou 
ſervice. 

PRINCES are more expoſed than any others 
to the miſplacing their favours ; Merit is ever 
modeſt, and keeps its diſtance : The forward 
and importunate ſtand always nearett in hebt, 
and are not to be put out of countenance, nos 
thruſt out of the way. I remember to have 
heard a ſaying of the late King James, at 
he never knew a modefl man make his 4.6 1 


a court, David Floyd, whom, you know, 
| being 
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being then in waiting at his Majeſty elbow, 
replied bluntly, Pray, Sir, whoſe fault's that? 
The King ſtood corrected, and was ſilent. 

If Princes could. ſee with their own eyes, 
and hear with their own ears, what a happy 
ſituation it would be both for themfelves and 
their ſubjets ! To reward merit, to redreſs 
the injured, to relieve the oppreſſed, to raiſe 
the modeſt, to humble the infolent : What a 
godlike prerogative | were a right uſe made 
ot it, 

How happy are you, my dear Lord, who 
are born with ſuch generous inclinations, with 
j1dgment to direct them, and the means to 
indulge them. Of all men moſt miſerable, is 
he who has the inclination without the means. 
To meet with a deſerving object of compai- 
lion, without having the power to give relief, 
of all the circumftances in life is the moſt diſ- 
acreeable: To have the power is the greateſt 
pleaſure; Methinks I {re you ready to cry 
dot — © Good Couſin, why this diſcourſe to 
* me ? What cccaſion have I for theſe lec- 
« tures ?”* None at all, my dear Lord; I am 
only making my court to you, by letting you 
lee I think as you do. But one word more, 
and I have done. In truſt, intimacy, and 

con- 
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confidence, be as particular as you pleaſe : In 
humanity, charity, and benevolence, univerla}, 
1 am for ever, &c. 


To Mr. BEvit GRANVILLE Aon his ente, 
into Holy Orders. 


HEN I look upon the date of your ff 
letter, I muſt own myſelf blamenble 
5 not having ſooner returned you my thank: 

it. 

1 approve very well of your reſolution of 
dedicating yourlelf to the ſervice of God ; 
you — not chuſe a better maſter, provide a 
you have fo ſufficiently ſearched your heart, as 
to be perſuaded you can ſerve him well: In 
ſo doing, you may ſecure to yourſelf many 
bleſſings in this world, as well as à ſure ex- 
pectation in the next. 

There is one thing which I percieve you 
have not yet thoroughly purged yourſelf from, 
which is flattery: You have beſtowed lo much 
of that upon me in your letter, that 1 hope 
you have no more left, and that you meant it 
only to take your leave of ſuch flights ot 
fancy, which however well meant, oitner 
t a man out of countenance than oblige him. 


You are now become a ſearcher aſter ** 
1 ſha 
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{ ſhall hereafter take it more kindly to be juſtly 
reproved by you, than to be undeſervedly 
complimented, 

I would not have you underſtand me as if 
I recommended to you a ſour ſeverity, that is 
yet more to be avoided. Advice, like phyſic, 
ſhould be ſo ſweetened and prepared as to be 
made palatable, or nature may be apt to re- 
volt againſt it: Be always ſincere, but at the 
lame time always polite : Be humble, without 
deſcending from your character; reprove and 
correct without offending good manners; to 
be a Cynic is as bad as tobe a ſycophant. You 
are not to lay aſide the gentleman with your 
(word, nor to put on the gown to hide your 
buth and good breeding, but to adorn it. 

Such has been the malice of the world from 
the beginning, that pride, avarice, and am- 
bition, have been charged upon the prieſthood 
in all ages, in all countries, and 1n all reh- 
g1ons; what they are moſt obliged to com- 
bat againſt in their pulpits, they are moſt ac - 
culed of encouraging in their conduct. It 
behoves you — to be more upon your 
guard in this, than in any other profeſhon : 
Let your example confirm your doctrine, and 
let no man ever have it in his power to ra- 


proach 
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proach you with practiſing contrary to Wa 
you preach. | 

You had an uncle, Dr. Dennis Grann':, 

Dean of Durham, whole memory I ſhall c 
revere, make him your example. Sancti, 
fat ſo eaſy, ſo unaftected, and ſo graceful upon 
him, that in him we beheld the very beauty 
of holineſs : He was as chearful, as fannliar, 
and condeſcending in his converſation, as he 
was ſtrict, regular, and exemplary in his 
piety : As well bred and accomplithed s 
courtier; as reverend and venerable as an 
apoſtle ; he was jnd-ed in every thing apotto- 
lical, for he abandoned all to follow his Lord 
and Maſter, 

May you reſemble him! May he revive in 
you ! may his ſpirit deſcend upon you as 
Elijab's upon Lia And may the great Gro 
of Heaven in guiding, dinecting, and ſtrength 
ening your pious re.chutions, pour down his 
beſt and choiceſt bleſhngs upon you! You 
ſhall ever find me, dear nephew, 

Your afeftionate wndcle, LAN.cDWNE, 


* 
«+ 


— 
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The Marchioneſs de SEVIGNE, to Madame de 
GRIGNAN. 


Vitre, Sunday 13 Auguft 1671. 
HAT, my dear child, you have been 
like to be burnt, and you would not 
have me be frightened ! You are reſolved to 
lie-in at Grignan, aud you would not have 
me be uneaſy at it! Defire me at the ſame 
time, not to have a love for you; but be aſ- 
ſured, that while you are what you are to my 
heart, that 1s, while E have life, I cannot look 
with indifference on any evil that is likely to 
hefal you. I begged Dewille to take his rounds 
every night, to prevent theſe accidents from 
fre. Had not M. de Grignan fortunately 
roſe before day light, only confider what a 
ſituation you would have been in, and what 
would have become of your houſe ? I am per- 
ſuaded you did notomit returning God thanks 
for your deliverance, As for me, I was too 
much concerned to omit it on my fide, 

Monſ. de Lawardin gives himſelf a few 
love-airs to a little Madame here : I think it 
ſtands him in as good ſtead as a fan, I told 
Mad, de Coulanges the compliments you ſent 
her: She rxeccived them in ſuch a manner, 
| R 2 returned 


— — 
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returned them ſo heartily, that I am perſuadud 
ſhe would be glad to have you for her Lic 
. even at the ex pence of Mola. 
and Lavardin. Theſe are the only good 
poets ; the King's Lieutenants are not worth y 
to carry your train. I am here ſtill, M. and 
Mad. de Chaulues do their belt > keep we 
with them. Theſe kind diſtinctions mate 
me admire the ladies of this country ; and 
but for theſe, you may very well think, 1 
ſhould hardly ſtay at Yitre, where I have no 
kind of buſineſs. The players have amu' 4 
us, the dancers have Grete us, and our 
walks have ſupplied the place of the Rock 
But all this will not hinder me from going 
there to-morrow, where I (hall be happy to 

no more feaſts, and to be a little to my ſeiſ. 
1 periſh with hunger in the midſt of all then 
dainties ; and I propoſed to Pomenars to order 
a leg of mutton to be drefſed for us at be 
tower of S/w1gne againit midnight, when we 
left Mad. de Chaulnes, Tn ſhort, whether t 
be from neceſlity or inclinatian, I die to . 
once more in my own Mall, from * 


* Lieutenants-general to the Prevince & 
Pritiar y. 


- 
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mall not ſtir theſe eight or ten days. Our 
Abbe, la Mouſſe and Marphiſe, are in great 
want of my preſence; the two firſt indeed 
come and dine with us ſometimes. The Go- 
verneſs of Prowence is often talked of; for 
you muſt know, it is by this title that M. de 
Chaulnes always begins your health. They 
were ſaying at table laſt night, that the other 


day at Paris, Arlequin came in with a great 


{tone under his little cloak, and, upon being 
aſked what he waz going to do with that 
ſtone z Oh, faid he, it is the pattern of a 
houſe that I want to ſell. This ſtory made 
melaugh; and I vowed I would let you know 
it in my next letter. So if you like the in- 
vention, my dear, you may make uſe of it to 
{ell your lands by. What think you of the 
marriage of Monſieur ? This is a firoke of 
the Palatine's ; it is a niece of his, and the 
Princeſs of Tarente. You may judge how 
great is the joy of Monſieur to be married by 
proxy, and how charmed he muſt be to have a 
wife that cannot ſpeak a word of French. 
Mad. de la Fayette tells me ſhe was going 


The Princeſs Flizaberb, Charlor, Palatine of 
the Rhine, 


R 3 to 
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to write to you, but that ſhe was hindered by 
the head ach. I do not know whether one 
had not better be without Paſcal's “ great 
underſtanding, then to be ſubject to the tame 
inconveniencies. I am glad I can be ſute of 
another houſe at Lyons, befides. that of the 
Intendant's. For as much as any one can be 
ſure of any thing in this world, I am fure ot 
making a journey to Provence this next year, 
My dear child, take good care of yourself 
between this and that. This is my only coo- 
cern, and the thing in the world for which [ 
ſhall be the moſt obliged to you. It is by 
this that you can give me the moſt ſolid proofs 
of the regard you expreſs for me. I ſuppoſe 
you ſee a great number of Prov-ncals at Gg 
nan; but you cannot conceive the quantity ol 
Bretonners we ſee here every day it is beyond 
all imagination. You highly delight me in 
telling me you love the Coadjutor, and that 
he loves you. Iam fond of this Union ; tor 


I think it neceſſary to your welfare: Preſerve 


it, 


* Blaite Paſcal was one of the brighteſt ge- 
riuſes of his age, but was extremely tubject to 
violent pains in the head. He died in 1662, in 
the flower of has age. 


_—_ 
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it, and take his advice in all your affairs. Ou? 
Abbe ſtill adores you. La Mauſſe has one 
tooth leſs, and my little girl one more: So 
goes the world. My blefling upon Hachere 
tor preſerving you from the fire. I embrace 
vou a thouſand times more tenderly than I can 
ay. The noife of the backgammon-table 
at M. de Harrout;'s, has perfectly cured 
Chefieres. 
To Madame de GRIGNAN, 
Paris, Friday 15 May, 167t. 
Am &ill here, my dear child, in al! the 
vexation that attends delayed journeys, 
and journeys that carry us ſtill farther from a 
beloved objet. But what a madnets it is to 
take 2 road ſo different to one's heart! If 1 
ſhould ever live to ſee all diſtance removed 
between Provence and me, I ſhall be tranſ- 
ported with joy. The continual defireT have of 
ieceiving your letters, and knowing the ſtate 
of you health, fo preys upon my heart, that 
| wonder how I am able to ſupport it, I ex- 
pc&t to hear from you on Sunday, and on 
Monday I thall fet out. I am employed in 
giving all the receſſary orders for having your 
letiers carried to me as frequently and ſpeedily 


as 
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as poſſible, and I hope I ſhall ſucceed to my 
wiſh. : 
Madame de Crufſo is with child, ard a 
hundred others beſides. I went yeſterday to 
take my leave of her, and of the ſhadow of 
Madame de Montaufier. Had ] time, I would 
relate all the gentee! things ſhe ſaid to me : 
But I have had my hands fal this morning of 
farewells and buſineſs; I am going to take 
mine of Lavardin. I ſhall dat my packet 
up this evening, and then I ſhall be more at 
leiſure. 


The Marcbioneſi de St\vicne) to Madame d. 
GRIGNAN. 


The Rocks, Sunday 23 Auguſt 1671. 

8³ then you was with your preſidenteſs de 
Charmes, when you wrote to me; her 
huſband was the intimate friend of Monſicur 
Fouquet; am I right ? In ſhort, my dear, you 
was-not alone; and M. de Grignan was much 
in the right, to ape he leave your clolet 


to entertain your good company; tho" be 
might have ſpared his Capuchin's beard ; in- 
deed he did not appear much the worſe for it 
m your eyes; for when he was at m_ 
wit 
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with his hairy thicket, * you thought him 
tendſomer than Adonis. I often repeat thoſe 
four verſes with admiration. It is ſurpriſing 
«hat an impreſſion the remembrance of any 
particular time ſhall make upon the mind, 
whether good or bad. Sometimes I repre- 
em that autumn to myſelf as the moſt agree- 
able I ever paſſed; And then again, when I 
{9k of this latter part of it, I perfectly ſweat 
with horror : F And yet we have a great deal 
to be thankful for to providence, who deli - 
vered you out of the danger you was in. 
Your refle&tions upon the death of M. de 
Gu;ſe are admirable; they have wetted my 
es ſufficiently in my Mall; for it is there I 
meditate with moſt pleaſure. Poor La Mouſſe 
as been violently afflicted with the tooth-ach, 
© that for along time I have walked till — 
by myfelf, and thought upon God knows what 
did not think upon. Do not be under ap- 
prehenſions of my growing weary of coli 
tude ; ſet afide the ills that ariſe from my 

own 


— 


— 


a touffe beriſſe, Part of a bout rime, 
lled vp by Mad. de Crignan, 

+ On account of a miſcarriage that Mad, de 
"gran had at Livri the 4th of November 1669. 
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own heart, and againſt which I have nn 
ſtrength. to firuggle; and I am not to be pitie! 
in any thing. I am tolerably happy in my 
temper, that can ſuit itſelf to, and be pigaſe 
with, any ching; and Jam much 3 con- 
tented with my retirement here, than with all 
the noiſe and pageantry of / "re, I have bern 
here for near a week, in ſuch eaſe and un, 
quility as has cured me of a moſt dread!:} 
cold. I drank nothing but water; | fpoke 
very little; and I left off ſuppers; and by 
this means, without being once confined 1 rom 
taking my uſual walks, I am quite well +2 
Madame de Chaulnes, Mad. de A 
Mad. Feurché, and a very genteel young 
ir} from Nantes, came here laſt Thur 

Mad. de Chaulnes told me, as the came into 
my room, that ſhe could not be longe! . e 
out ſeeing me; - and that ſhe was juſt tatig ue 
to death with being in Brittany, and diretl Fl 
flung herſelf upon my bed; we late round 
her, and in lefs than a moment ſhe wa: fad ret 
aſleep from mere fatigue : We continued 
talking, and preſently the waked again, higher 
charmed with the eaſe and freedom we !ive in tt! 
at the rocks. We then went to take a walk, 


and aſterwards ſat down to feſt ourſtly*5 = 
" 


® - 

po 

- CY 
— 
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the centre of the wood, while the others 
were drverting themſelves in playing a Mall, 
made her tell me how ſhe came to be mar- 
ned to M. de Chaulges, for I always love to 
and out ſomething bh way of dillipation 
but in the midſt af our entertainment came on 
i! ſuch a treacherous rain as happened to us 
ence at Livyi, which, without. giving us the 
leaſt notice, fell on us with ſuch fury as to 
half drown us, and made the water run in 
'reams from our cloathes ; it came thro' the 
res in a moment, and in another moment 
we were wet to the ſkin, We took to our 
bels, ſome ſqualling out, others (hiding, 
hers falling down; at laſt, in we got, a roar- 
np fire was made, we changed ourſelves from 
bead to foot; I furniſhed the whole wardrobe z 
ve got ourſelves as dry as we could, and read 

> iplit with laughing all the while, In this 
anner was the governels of Brittany treated 
ber own government. After this we had 4 
retty collation, and then the poor woman 
't ns, more vexed, I don't doubt, at the 
art ſhe was to play when ſhe got back, than 
tthe affront ſhe had received here. She made 
c promiſe to relate this adventure to you, 
nd to go to-morrow; and aſſiſt her in, enter- 
| taining 


1 


- 
on 
1ghly 
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taining the States, which will break up i» 
about a week: I gave her my word to do 
both; of one I now acquit myſelf, and ſha!) 
clear myſelf of the other to-morrow, as | can. 
not diſpenſe with ſhewing this piece of com- 
plaiſance, 

Madame de la Fayette will have told you, 
how M. de la R. F. has made his ſon (th 
Prince de Marſillac) a Duke, and the manner 
of the King's giving him a new penſion, 
After all, the manner is worth all the ves, 
is it not? We uſed ſomefimes to laugli at th. 
ſpeech, fo common with all the cowic::, 
You have the Prince Adhemer with you now, 
tell him that I received his laſt letter, em. 
brace him for me. You have if I reckon ght, 
five or ſix Crignars : It is a great happine!s, 
as you ſay, that they are all agreeable 21d ſo- 
ciable people ; otherwiſe it would be the tor 
ment of your life; but as it is, they make it 
pleaſant and agreeable, I hear that the 
meaſles are at Sully, and that my aunt i: 
going to take my /ittle heart home with he: 
. will be very angry at it I know: 

ut what can be done? It is abſolutely ge- 
ceſſary. 

Monſieur Chefieres is here; he found a 


N. 
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my trees finely grown, which ſurpriſed him 
greatly, after having ſeen them a little while 
220 10 higher than this, as M. de M. uſed to 
hy of his children. I am very glad that poor 
Grignan's diſorder was of fo ſhort duration; 
embrace him, and wiſh him all kind of 
health and happineſs, as well as his dear halt, 
whom I love more than myſelf; at leaſt I 
eel it a thouſand times more. Our Abbe is 
very much yours. La Mouſſe waits for the 
letter you are compoſing. 


The Marchioneſs de SE'v1GNE! to Madame de 
(ZRIGNAN. 
The Rocks, Sunday 20 Sept. 1670. 


T was not without reaſun, my dear, that 
vau was concerned at the illneſs of the 
poor Chevalier de Buors : It was ſomething 


rery extraordinary, I have taken a liking to 
or that young fellow ever ſince I faw him at 
it Feri, which makes me the more ready to 

Y 

ne ' f h | U 0 't f hi But 
the clicve the good things you ſay of him. 
nu I think the moſt 1 is, the 
el violent fear he is in of death. His ſituation, 
* {ch a3 you deſcribe it to me, furniſhes an 
ne- #mirable ſubject for reflection. It is certain, 


lat at that awful period we mult have a great 
deal 
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deal to truſt to: This will occaſion al! our 
deſpair, and all our uneaſineſs; and we ſhall 
then ſtand in need of that time which we now 
with to paſs ſo ſwiftly away; and willingly 
give up every thing, for one of thole day: 
which we now let lip with ſuch indifference, 
Such are my meditations in the Mall you arc 
ſo well acquainted with. The chriſtian ſyſtem 
of morality is an excellent remedy againſt al 
evils, but then I would have it truly chriſtian, 
otherwiſe it is empty and unprofitable. La 
Mouſſe thinks I reaſon pretty well on this 00. 
jeR at times; but then a breath of au, or 
the dancing of a ſun-beam, diſſipates the re- 
flections of the night. We ſoinetimes di- 
courſe together on the opinion of Origen 
and our own; and you would have no ealy 
taſk to perſuade us to the belief of an cler 
nity of puniſhments, unleſs we ſhould call in 
ſubmiſſion 10 its aid. 

I am very glad that you are pleaſed vit the 
examination. Though I am not io well 


ſkilled in theſe matters as yourſelf, I made 
fluft 


— 


* Examination of Ariſtetle's Philoſophy again 
Reaſon, 4 4 
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ſhift to underſtand it per diſcrezione, and 
thought it an excellent piece. La Mouſſe 
is very proud of having made ſuch an ex- 
cellent ſcholar of you. I am ſorry for your 
leaving Grignan : You had good company 
there, a fine houſe, a charming proſpect, and 
wholeſome air: Inſtead of which you are 
going to be crammed up in a little cloſe town, ® 
where in all probability, there may be many 
diſorders, and a very bad air, and then poor 
Crulanges will not meet with you; I really 
pity him: In ſhot, I think it is not his for- 
tune to ſee you at Grignan; perhaps you may 
carry him to the States with you; but that 
wil! be very different, and you will certaraly 
find this journey very diſagrecable in the con 
(tion you ate in, and at this time of the year. 
When you are there, you ' will ſee what 
comes of M. de Marſeiller's proteſtations; as 
for me, I think them very deceitful, and great- 
'y confined. The aſſurances of friendſhip 1 
e ſent him on my tide, are nearly in the 
flame ſtyle; he promiſes you his ſervice con- 
ditonally z and I aſſure him of my friendſhip 

Mr ne + upon 


* Lambeſe, a ſmall town in Provence, the ſeat 


oi the Aſſembly of the Vit: States of the Province; 
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upon condition too, in telling him, that 1 
make not the leaſt doubt of your always fd 
ing freſh ſubje& of obligation to him. 

M. de Lawardin came directly hither from 
Rennes laſt Thurſday night; he gave im: 4 
full account of his ne ox ck reception there; 
He took the oaths to the parliament, and made 
a very handſome ſpeech on the occation. I 
carried him back to Vitr the next mornung, 
to reſume his own carriage, and make the belt 
of his way to Paris. 

The Biſhop of Leon has been at the aft 
extremity at Yitre, with a delicium, which 
rendered him very little different from Mar 
pbiſe;“ he is now out of danger, I hall 


4/4 here till the end of Nowember, and then 


I ſhall go and fetch my little heart, and carry 
her home with me; and in the Spring to Fe- 
Vence, if God ſpares our lives. I he Abbe 
withes it, only to go with me to ſee you, and 
bring you back with us; for by that time you 
will have been a great while in Provence, u- 


decd 


M_— — — - — 


* Mad. de Scvigné's little bitch, which ac- 
cording to Deſcartes, for whoſe opinion the Hf 
Was a great ſtickler, was no more than z ae 
machine, 


as well a; Important Occastons, 257 


deed, we ſhould never build teo much upon 
any thing, for we hourly meet with diſap- 
po: intments in great matters as well as im ral, 
Put what can one do? One ruſt have this 
treatiſe of morality always in one's hand, like 
a ſmelling bottle to one's foſe to keep one 
from fainting. I declare to you, my dear 
child, that ] ſuffer a great deal from this heart 
of mine: J have a thoutand times better bar- 
gain of my wit and humour, 
think it admiratle in you to talk of draw- 
ing pictures of me, that even you yourſolf are 
{rprited at their beauty! Do you know that 
”” are going to make me as niean as mean 
in be, by thus comparing me hy your ex- 
aggerated notiors ? This may, perhaps, fa- 
our a little of begging a complir ment ; ; but it 
0 rue nevertheleis ; ſo no more of that. I 
laughed heartily at that Carpentros, * that 
you always lock up, when you have any 
hing to do, perſuading him that he wants his 
eſta, + The deſcription of your ladies, 


— 


* The Biſhop of Carpenirat, a very trouble» 
ene man, 

+ An after:.oon's nap, a cont: nt cuſtom in all 
het Countries. 


with 
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With their tink! diefſes, js excellent : But 
What horrid faces! I never met with ſuch any 
Where. How pleaſing and lovely does yours 
appear, in your plain and decent dre's ! Ah! 
would I could behold it, and cover it with 
my kiſſes, For heaven's ſake, child, take 
care of yourſelf, and above all things avoid 
frights. I do not at all approve of this jon; 
ney of yours, juſt at this ume. I belcech 
Heaven to raiſe the poor Chevalier de Sheds, 
My ſervice to the good-for-nothings, You 
could not have given me a imaller idea of 
the place I had in M. de Cris nans heart, 
than in telling me, Ut it is all that remaivs 
unoccupied by you. One muſt be of a very 

ealy diſpoſition to be ſatisfied with this. Do 
you «now that the King bas received M. e 
Aidilli juſt in the ſame manner 2+ you or ſ 
ſhould have done? Bravo! Let us now can 
M. de Pomporne to eſtabliſh himſelf tw |: 
glorious place, 


Mrs. Nic YHOLSON 70 Maſter Isa Ac BUR, 
on his undutiful behaviour to his Mother, 
Dear Nephew, Ajboy- Park, May 13, 1754 


O not imagine that your undutitulnets 
to your mother has elcaped either my 
notice 
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notice or my reſentment; yes, I have heard, 
child, of your ingratitude, and fearing that 
your dependance upon me poſſibly may have 
encouraged you to diſobey ſo good a parent, 
I have determined to offer you, my dear, a 
little piece of advice upon the occaſion, which 
you may treat with what regard you think 
proper. I take it for granted, Iſaac, that 
you are fo well at leaft infirvu&ed in chriſtian 
principles, as to underftand that it is expreſly 
commanded you in the holy ſcriptures to Ho- 
our your father and your mother. Your dear 
tather, 1/aac, is no more; your poor mother 
a diſconfolate widow, Ovght you not rather, 
my dear, to aſſiſt her (as far as you are capa- 
ble of ſo doing) to bear her irretrievable loſs 
witl patience, than by an unkind and grace- 
lels behaviour to add to her affliftion ? Con- 
ſider your obligations to her maternal tender- 
nels and love for you in a helpleſs infancy ; 
her affiduity to improve your underſtanding 
in increaſing years, and that inceſſant thought 
and ſolicitude for your happinets, which is 
common ro all good parents, but has been in 
her moſt remarkably conſpicuous, I am forry 
fur what has happened, and hope that gocd- 
neſs of nature has not ſo far forſaken you, 2s 

8 2 o 
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to have left you without your ſhare of remor(e 
for your ungenerous depor:tment, It is bet 

ter to conſeſs a fault and forſake it, than to 
perſevere in the defence of it. Therefore, 
child, (it you have any fort of reverence for 
the moſt reſpectable character in the world) 
go this inſtant to your offended good mother, 
and intreat her to forgive you ; otherwile, 
Iſaac, you can never hope for a bleſſing upon 
your endeavours from the great giver of all 
things, who is, in a peculiar ſenſe, the uni- 
verſs] farent of the world. And leſt (as ! 
faid) you might flatter yourſelf with expeCla- 
tions from me, this 1 do declare to you, that 
no conſideration upon earth can prevail upon 
me to befriend or countenance you in the m. 
nuteſt article, till T am ſatisfied of your fu!'- 
miſſion ; for be who can be undutiſul oa 
mother, can never have any great regard for 
his inferior connections. Reflect upon thelc 
things in proportion to theu importance, and 
you will always find me, 


Tour affectiouate aunt. 


M aft r 


as well as Important Occastoxs. 261 


Mafter Bux CES to Mrs, NiCHoLSON. 


Winchefter-College, May 18, 1756. 
Dear and hongured MaDam, 

128838 your kind letter, and am very 
thankful for it. I have «rote to my mo- 
ther, but am aſhamed to ſend the letter, it 
being unworthy her acceptance without your 
recommendation, which if you will be pleaſed 
to honour it with, you will greatly oblige, 
honoured Madam, Your ever dutiful nephew. 


Maſter Bux Es to his Mother. 


Wincheſter -College, May 18, 1755. 
Honoured MAaDAig, 
AM very unhappy in having diſobliged 
you, and am aſhamed to think that 1 have 
{> little command of temper. Permit me to 
plead that in excuſe, for I think I ſhall never 
be lo abandoned (and I pray God I never 
may) as to forget that 1s the indiſpenſable 
duty of children to obey their parents, and 
that ingratitude in a favourite ſon is but one 
degree below impiety. 
I am, Madam, with the utmoſt concern 
tor what has paſt, 


Your mofl dutiſul and affetionate ſow. 
8 3 ; M. 7. 
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Mr. ARLINGTON i Miſs SERLE. 
i it had been poſſible, Marlam, when you 


were preſent, to have fixed my attention 
on any other object, the multitude of your 
amiable lex aſſembled laſt night at Rarelags 
was ſuflicient to have put me to the trial. The 
beauty of your perſon, Madam, copſpites 
with the delicacy and modeſty of your depo!t- 
ment to attract univerſal admiration. Aud 
tho I know myſelf to be equal in fortune to 
but few of the numbers which adore yo! 
perntit me, fair excellence, to aſhrm, that in 
my unalterable eſteem, and might I pretun? 
to ſay affection, for the dear Miſs Serie, i 
could be ſuperior to them all. It would be 
the ſole employment of my thoughts, as its 
the height of my ambition, to be, Madam, 

Yours, XC. 


Mrs. STEVENSON fe Mr. ARLING T0. 


SIR, 
OUR regard for my niece Arabella, 


may, (tor any thing I know) do honour 
to the child, and to our family; but I null 
beg of you. (in the name of my ſiſter Se, 
who is at preſent very much indiſpoſed) to = 


as well as Important Occ asrons. 263 


fiſt from your importunities. My niece, Sir, 
I am perluaded, has no kind of intention to 
encourage any gentlenian's addreſſes without 
our approbation and conſent : And I muſt 
beg leave to afſure you, that my ſiſter and T 
have determined to tay till ſhe is quite of 
age before we give any fort of attention to 
the addreſſes of her admirers. Arabella, Sir, 
is not yet entered into her 16th year, notwith- 
anding her womanly appearance; and altho? 
her charms, which may attract admiration, 
are in her own power, her ſortune, which mutt 
ſecure it, is in her guardian's. 

Jam, Sir, yours, &c. 

To bis Grace the Duke of —— 


MyLorRo, Little Windmill- Street, Feb. 22» 
"HE neceſſity which obliges me to ſolicit 
your Grace's patronage and protection, 

will plead a flight apology in favour of the 
liberty which I take; and that intimacy which 
your Grace was pleaſed to promote between 
my father and uncle, and the Marquis your 
jon, ſets me in ſome meaſure above the want 
of an excuſe. That ſeat in parliament, my 
Lord, to which their zeal for their country 
(by your Grace's countenance and favour) 
S 4 animated 
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animated them to aſpire, has compleated (he 
ruin of our family. I have a hrother, my 
Lord, and five filters, who now unite to {olic:t 
your Grace's intereit to procure for our h- 
ſiſtence, if it he poſſible, ſuch relief from 
Miniſtry, as it ſhall ſeem expedient to you! 
Grace's wiſdom to confer upon ue. I humbly 
beg pardon, my Lord, for the trouble of this 
importunate petition 3 but not having been 
able to gain admittance to your Grace's perſon 
ſince the death of my father, am reduced 
to the neceſſity of preſenting your Grace this 
addreſs, with all bunulity, and am, my Load, 
Tour Grace's moſi obedient, obliged, dewoted 
bumble fervant, HENRY ALD3 R508, 


His Graces Anfever. 


Mr. ALDERS0N, 
1 AM heartily ſorry to hear of the neceſſity 

to which your family is reduced, by tic 
zeal of your father and uncle to ferve their 
country in parliament. It is true, in the 
endeavours to gain a ſeat in the houſe, they 
had my countenance and encouragement ; 
but I never ſuppoſed they would have carried 
things to ſuch a length, as to ſpend their 
eltates and impoverith their relations, How- 


875; 


— — 4. 
— 
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ever, when zeal for a good cauſe is attended 
with indiſcretion, I think it deſerves to be 
z at leaſt, they muſt be allowed to be 
oj:ts of compaſſion, who ſuffer for the 
foily and miſconduct of others. On this 
con deration I ſhall uſe what intereſt T have 
with the Miniſtry, to make ſuch proviſion for 
you as they may ſee moſt convenient, and 
conlittent with their duty to his Majeſty and 
the public, whoſe ſtewards they are, and 
whoſe treaſure they ought not wantonly to 
quander away. You know I am a courtier, 
ad 23 ſuch, I ſuppoſe, you apply to me; but 
| :ope I ſhall convince you that one part of 
at character does not belong to me, for I 
really feel your misfortunes, and aſſure you 
that Iam, with lincerity, Yaur real friend, &c. 


Frum an Officer's Wife, to a Brother whom 
ſhe had not ſeen for many Years, 


My dear Brother, 

MOST thankfully accept of your kind 

invitation, and would gladly bring my lit- 
de boy with me, but that I think myſelf ca- 
pable of giving your family trouble enough 
without him, and his father tells me he has 
hundred reaſons againſt it, ninety-nine of 
which 
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which he condeſcends to keep to himſelf, and 
the other I find is this, that he apprehends 
the affection you have for the child, will 'r- 
uuce you to come and ſpend ſome im 
us this ſummer in the country. 

And now my Gear brother, as it is many 
years ſince you ſaw me, and as women do 
ſometimes alter for the worſe when turned of 
thirty, to which alteration, it is probable, ha// 
pay may be no hindrance. I defire you wi! 
avoid thoſe natural exclamations of dear bea, 
how you are altered! Why, ſiſter, you ave not 
the ſame perſon ! I proteſt I ſhould no! have 
known you ! Why, the wrinkles hace dend 
your forehead, &c. &c. for as it is a rule wh 
me never to tell other people impertincnt 
unpleaſing truths, ſo I would gladly avoid 
hearing any thing of that fort to my own «i/- 
advantage. Pray inform our mutual {r;cnls 
of this, and tell them I am a near re}atio: to 
the Spectator, and that I don't love to be 
ſtared at. 

Dear brother adieu Next thur day I hops 
to be happy, for then I hope to meet you at 
Bath, I ſhall ſet out in the machine to mo- 
row. The Captain refuſes to incloſe his 
compliments in this letter. He fays, 'tis 

mere 
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more reſpe&ful to ſend a perſon on purpoſe 3 
a4 I am the courier he has made choice of, 
whom he intends to diſpatch, as I obſerved to 
voi, ina machine, IT am, my dear brother, 


aud ever ſhall be, Tour afettionatc fiſter, &c. 


A Letter from a Lady to a Maid-Servant, 
obo had left her. In which is contained an 
»ſefu! Leſſen for all Perſons in that State 
of Life. 

Dear SALLY, 
Had your letter very ſafe, and though I 
have failed to anſwer it before, yet my 
daily prayers, and beit wiſhes, have con- 
ſtontly attended you. I truſt you have the 

;cod fortune to pleaſe where you are, as I 

car nothing to the contrary : I go by the old 

[1ying, No news is good news. If you are 

ſo happy as to be in favour with the good fa- 

mily that you have the honour to ſerve, I make 

no queſtion of your continuing in it by a 

conſtant endeavour to deſerve it. I told you 

above, and I told you truth, that I daily re- 
member you in my prayers ; and at the fame 
time ] will not ſuppoſe that you forget to re- 
member yourſelf. I fancy you lie with the 

othcr maid, and know not that you have a 

cloſes 


———_ 


—— — 


268 LETTER S on the moſt Common 
cloſet or retiring place to yourſelf ; but whe. 


ther you have or not, I intreat you det 19 
retence whatever prevail on e to omit an 


indiſpenſible duty: Let no falſe notion of 
deſty ſuſfer vou to neglect an action that 13 
your utmoſt glory to perform; I hope you 
fellow-ſervant thinks as ſhe ought on this oc. 
caſion, but if ſhe be ſo unhappy as not 60 
do 1t, endeavour to gain her over by your 
example, but beware of being perverted | 
hers ; To wake in a morning, and without 
addreſſing the throne cf grace, to conn! 
ourſelves to the hazards of the day, is ſuch 2 
degree of im piety and fool-hardinels, as ſhock: 
one but to think on; and ſurely it is equs''y 
the blackeſt ingratitude to cloſe our eyes 
night, without returning our unfeigned thanks 
for the dangers we have eſcaped ; thole eyes, 
for ought we know, may never be again un- 
cloſed in this world, I was going to ofizr 
ſome advice of another kind, but I recoljec! 
that, perform but your duty to your creator, 
and all the reſt is included. Be ſure in hu. 
ever you are about to do, think always on 
what is due to the dignity of your natvi*, 
Conſider, that e ou are place by 


providence in the degree of a ſervant, yet your 
im · 


— * * 


„ „ f a an an aw 


— 
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immortal ſoul is of an equal rank with that ot 
an Empreſs. This counlel at the firſt glance 
may appear to encourage pride, but if duly 
attended to, it will be far otherwiſe, and proye 
the moſt effectual means to extinguiſh it; for 
a proper conſideration on the ſevera] degrees 
of men in the order the wiſdom of God has 
placed them with relation to this life, will 
teach you to condeſcend to your ſuperiors 
without meannels, axd learn you to diſtin- 
guiſh yourſelf from thoſe below you without 
arrogance ; it will hinder adverſity from ap- 
proaching you; and if proſperity be your lot 
(as I heartily wiſh it may) it will find you 
worthy of it; in a word, it will make you 
equal to good fortune, and ſuperior to ill, 
Ar. H- joins me in the beſt refpes to your 
maſt-r zud lady, and Mr.“. I defire you, 
« henever you art inclined to write to me, that 
you would chuſe out half an hour when you 
can beſt be ſpared, and aſk leave; this will 
fave you the confuſion of equivocating, if 
You are demanded what has been your em- 
ployment, and prevent your turning an in- 
{ifFerent action into a guilty one: For be ſure 
never to forget, your time is not your own, 
but is intirely due to thole you ſerve, and that 
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you can never juſtly employ any of it on you; 
own occaſions without leave. Pray, good 
Sally, think of that, I was concerned to 
fd you had laid out ſo much money in 
play-things for the children; however, { ac- 
knowledge myſelf obliged to your good 
nature; I ſhall take the hint from vou of 
{ſending this free to London, and ſave halt he 
poltage ; obſerve my method, and be wo! 
above being taught by any one, any thing 
that is worthy the trouble of learning; 90 
matter who it is teaches, provided the in- 
ſtruftions are good. Adieu, dear Sally, do 
me the juſtice to believe this letter dictated 
from a heart full of the warmeſt wishes tor 
your welfare, from one who will always 1c- 
gard every piece of happineſs that befalls you 
as an additional one to herſelf, for I am, 7:. 


Merchants and people in trade, enter ali cr 
letters of conſequence in a book, that /hry 
may be the better able to prowe their con- 
tracts; and when they ⁊urite to a c 
pondent abroad, they generally incloſe Him 
a copy of their laſ letter, that he may kn: 
hazy to conduct himſelf, in caſe the o, 
fu miſcarry, | 
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Mr, WiLLIam WilsoN and Mr. JoHN 
THOMPSON, 


GENTLEMEN, Porto, the 23d of Feb.1748. 
822 dur laſt of the rgth inſtant, we 
have vour elteemed favour of the 7th and 
r6th of Janna, y, incloſing us James Lowell's 
$ on Lofkeau, Bond, and Dumerais lor 4 50 rs. 
nch meets with Son acceptance, and we 
d as nor will be punctually paid ; when your 
t ſhali be credited accordingly. We 
fake proper to caution you againſt taking 
any more of R. Grove's bills, we having one 
T1ted to us which we were obliged to pro- 
- it 107 non-acceptance. But this to ourſelves. 
We ſhall obſerve to ſhip your wines in the 
nnn r you direct, and are very eaſy as to 
wur remittance, Hallum does not appear as 
vat. We falnte you and the good family with 
v.car reſpect, and are, &c. 


SIRS, Porto, the 27th ditto 
IN CE the above copy of cur laſt of the 
23d inſtant, we have received your favour 

of ne zoth of 5 January per poſt, covering a 
remittance of „ 649 ſterling, on Richlieu and 


C. and ourſelves, which meets with due com - 
pliance. 


2 — — —- oo - —— 
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pliance. You need not make yourſelves in. 
caſy for remittances for us, ſec ing bil!s as 1, 
ſcarce ; for two or three poſts, more or /1; 
does not ſignify. The C Fend, Captain Ma. 
lum, is fate arrived, and we ſhall to met 
acquaint Mr. Bourdncau and the Captain wi. 
the contents of your letter. We intend ty 
ſend you 42 pipes of wine per the Ce 
Enterprize, Captain Fenes, and zo mor I 
Captain Hallum, which is all that off 
preſent. We wiſh you much feliciy, 
remain, Sirs, Your very fumble ſora, 


P. S. We are appreheuſtye that your © 
at Barcelona will not ſucceed to your ep. 
tion, having jult received advice that no 
from the North are to be admitted there 
out bringing certificates that they are 4 | 
any plague or peſtilence. *Tis — 4 by 
the ſickne's now raging in the Morea 
| Levant, from which God protect us all. 


N — 
3 : 


| From a Merchant to a Tradeiman navy 
1 I fortunes. 

StR, 

| YOUR letter is before me. I comp? 

F: 1 ſionate your caſe, and, notwithitanc ns, 


the money 1 have loſt by you, 1 hold .. 
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ingly join with your other friends, and give 
you freſh credit, could I be aſſured you would 
alter your courſe of life, and become an co · 
nomiſt for the future. But when a man has 
imprudently ſpent, or (which is nearly the 
fame thing) ſuffered other people to ſpend his 
own fortune, there is, I think, little hopes of 
his taking care of mine. You ſay that you 
have been induſtrious, and done a great deal 
of buſineſs with your own hands : It may be 
true, but the butineſs you have done, were 
better undone. You always went on without 
any method, was in a perpetual hurry, and in 
purſuit of forty things at a time, which mult 
naturally create contuſion, and prevent your 
doing any thing to the purpoſe. There is a 
{tory told of the great De Wit, which is not 
an improper I:fſon fer you. When that great 
man, who did an amazing deal of buſineſe 
with his own hands, was aſked how he could 
poſſibly accompliſh ſo much, and with ſuch 
coolneſs and regularity, he aniwered that it 
was by doing one thing at & time. Had you 
purſued his maxim, and withal, let me add, 
had you got up at fix in the morning, inftezd 
of laying in bed till nine or ten, your affairs 
bad been in a different ſituation. Yau _— 
then 
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then, before your cuſtomers came to your 
ſhop, have had time to have examined your 
accounts, to have regulated your expences, 
and might have prevented a profuſe family 
from driving you to this extreme diſtre\:, 
Not that I intend hereby to caſt any reflection 
on your wife; for, 1 believe ſhe, poor wo- 
man, was milled by appearances, and ron 
the buſtle of buſineſs you was in, taught to 
believe, that a great deal of money was m K. 

ing for her uſe, part of which ſhe had a gt 
to employ, ſo that her family might cut a 
figure in the neighhourhood. 'T his, an! 
many of your bad debts, occaſioned by you! 
not demanding the money in time, ariles 
from a neglect of your books, and verifies . 

old maxim, be woho keeps his accounts 1:0; 
keep bis family, but he that keeps no accoun! 
may be keft by the pariſh. There is a repu- 
tation even you fee in breaking. For you, 
though your eſtate has been ſo conſiderat/'e, 
as to produce a large dividend for your cred:- 
tors, are not halt io much eſteemed as your 
neighbour, who paid only five ſhillings in the 


pound, and for this evident reaſon; his book: 


were regular; through his whole affairs ther: 
were great marks of care and circumſpection, 
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and it appeared that his miſcarriage was ow- 
ing to an unavoidable train of misfortunes ; 
whereas yours can only be alcribed to your 
folly and indiſcretion. 

But I beg pardon, Sir; I have done, What 
I have faid is true, but truths of this fort 
are diſpleaſing, and perhaps at this time may 
favour of inhumanity, though intended for 
your good, 

Your father was an honeſt, wonky man, 
and my old and much eflcemed friend, and 
te let you ſee that my friendihip died not with 
him, Iv ill lend you five hundred pounds, which 
wil probably do you more ſervice than truit- 
mg you with the ſixty pounds worth of goods 
you have mentioned ; tor with the money you 
may go to market, buy your goods to the belt 
advantage, pay for them, and receive a diſ- 
count, which perhaps may be the beſt means 
to eſtabliſh your credit; and you will then 
have an opportunity of going to my ware- 
houſe, or any other that may beſt fait with 
your intereſt or inclination, the former of 
which ſhould, I think, be preferred in | the cal(e 
oy us; mew do tincerely debre of yon 
never to buy any goods of me, that you can 
p.t better or cheaper any where elle. Tis 

2 uc d 
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not the way to be wealthy. My beſt wiſhes 
will always attend you and your ſpouſe, i» 
whom pray make my compliments. 

I am &c. 


From an elder to à younger Brother, repre- 
ſeuting to him the fatal conſequences tha! 
muſt inevitably attend his perfiſting in bi 
Extravagance. 


Dear HARRV, 

iy fy muſt imagine, if you give your{-|{ 
time to reflect, that your misfortunes, 

as being an only brother, affect me almoſt us 
much as my own ; which, you are ſenſihle, 
are not a few ; But then you know very well, 
that mine are owing to unforeſeen acculents, 
and not to wilful proſuſion. This con{iders- 
tion ſupports me under them; but as to wh! 
I have ſuffered on your account, that indeed 
has been occaſioned by my own indiſcretion. 
Whilſt my father and mother were living, 
they not only ſupplied you with every thing 
that was neceſſary and convenient, but even 
induiged you in your extravagance, What 
they left hehind them is now devolved upon 
me; and both nature and prudence direct 
me to make the beit uſe of it I am able. ! 
4 
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acknowledge I am inclined to ſerve you to 
the utmoſt of my power; but, my dear bro- 
ther, which way can I do it effectually? The 
many ſupplies you received from our indul- 
gent parents were actually thrown away, be- 
cauſe, through your own miſapplication of 
em, they gave no real aſſiſtance: And, 
pray, what meaſures can I take to relieve 
you? Had you made a proper uſe ot your 
friends readineſs to ſerve you, you had been 
nappy long ago; but, to ſpeak freely, your 
preſent diſtreſs is entirely owing to your own 
tolly. The fortune you had, with prudent 
management, would have afforded you a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence all your life: Whereas 
you have ſquandered it away in leſs than two 
years time. Where I able and willing to 
give you as much more, hat reaſon is there 
to ſuppole jou would be a better ceconomilt 
for the future? All I am worth in the world, 
at your rate of living, would ſupport you but 
a tew years; and as I think it my duty to 
take care of my own family, I muſt not 
injure them by relieving vu. Were I to ſend 
you the money you require, what other pur- 
poſe would it ſerve, than to lengthen your 
credit, and involve you farther into debt? 
T 3 
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This has always been the caſe, whenever! 
have aſſiſted you; and therefore it is now 
time to withdraw my favours. Nevertheleſs, 
when I am ſufficiently convinced of your te- 
formation, you may depend upon all rea- 
ſonable aſſiſtance from, 
Your affectionate brother, 
R. WiILsox. 
From a Guardian to his Ward, on his irregu- 
2 Courſe of Life during bis Apprentice- 
ip. 
Ben WILLtau, 
OU are ſenſible that a true friendſhip 
always fubſiſted between your father 
and myſelf, and that he was pleaſed to con- 
ſtitute me the ſole executor of his laſt will and 
teſtament, wherein he committed you to my 
care during your minority. I have accord- 
ingly had a watchful eye over your depert- 
ment, and am ſorry to hear that you keep ba 
company and bad hours, :re frequently over 
taken with liquor, and tranſgreſs the rules of 
your maſter's houſe, fo as to give great unca- 
ſineſs to the whole family. I am likewiſe in- 
formed, that you treat your maſter's coo/elt 
expoſtulations in a manner that no ways be- 
domes you, giving him pert anſwers, an 
pviurs 
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putting on ſaucy airs. _ inſtead! of amend» 
ment, you repeat the offence for which he 
reproves you, and turn his admonitions to 
ridicule among your profligate aſſociates. 
Give me leave, therefore, to ſet before you, 
in a true light, the fatal conſequences that 
muſt attend you without à ſpeedy reforma- 
tion. 

In the firſt place, how can you in conſci- 
ence break through that ſolemn contract, 
which you have bound yourſelf faithfully to 
obſerve ? Or what excuſe can I make to your 
iaſter, to whom I ſtand engaged for your 
good behaviour ? You are now but ſeventeen, 
an age too young to be your own maſter, 
ind a& without reſtraint, Stay, then, till 
vou are one or two and twenty at leaft, be- 
tore you take the liberty of keeping what 
hours and what company you pleaſe ; and 
even then it will be neceſſary to controu] 
yourſelf, for fear ot contracting vicious habits, 
which are not eaſily forlaken. 

Conſider, I beg of you, before it is too 
late, into what inconveniences and diftreſs 
ſuch a courſe of life may lead you; and what 
trouble you will give your — friends, 
by perſevering in your evil ways. And then 

'S-4 az ain, 
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again, have an eye to the golden rule, of do- 
ing as you would be done by. Aſk yourſe!!, 
whether your preſent behaviour is ſuch as you 
would approve of in an apprentice of your 
own? Are you fo capable of purſuing your 
matter's buſineſs the next morning, as it you 
had gone to bed ſober, and in proper time 
If not, your miſpent evenings are a douhie | 
diſadvantage to your maſter. And will not | 
theſe ſmall liberties (as you call them) lead 
you on, in time, to others of a more dange!- 
ous and deſtruttive nature? believe me it is 
wot in every one's power to ſtop when he 
pleaſes ; and by ill-habits long perſiſted in, 
you may arrive to ſuch a pitch. of obduracy, | 
as to hid defiance to all laws, both human 
and divine.“ ) 
For my part, I ſerved ſeven years, not only . 
with pleaſure, but (I hope) with reputation; 
| and though I was not my own maſter til! 
| was two and twenty, I thought it was fall 
| ſoon enough. I don't know what your ſen- 
timents may be on the like occaſion ; but I 
| wiſh you may confult your own intereſt and 
1 credit as much as I have done, and not tak: 
ſuch liberties as I cannot think either reput- 
| able or honeſt, 
You 


| 
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Vou are now at an age, wherein you 
mould ſtudy to cultivate your mind, not to 
indulge yourſelf in pleaſures. By reading 
proper books, and keeping good company, 
you will acquire a large ſtock of wiſdom and 
experience; you will uſefully employ your 
ue hours; avoid many temptations ; en- 
large your ideas of men and things; con- 
raft your expences z and, in a word, you 
will learn to look down with an eye of con- 
t-mpt on thoſe frothy companions, who 
now give you fo much ſutisfaction and de- 
light. 

Nothing but my ſincere regard for your 
!itore welfare could have induced me thus to 
;:preſent to you the dangerous tendency of 
your preſent conduct; and I hope my friendly 
admonitions will have the deſired effect, fo 
that T may not have cauſe to repent of taking 
upon me the important truſt which your fa- 
ther repoſed in me, If I ſhould hear of 
de ſucceſs of theſe remonſtrances, you ſhall 
want for no encouragement from, 

Tours, &c. 


Fram 
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From an Apprentice to his Mafter in !/; 

Country. 

SIR, 

INCE you left home nothing material has 
happened in the family, nor any bulineſs 
offered, but what we have been able to 
compliſh to the fatisfa&ion of the cultomers. 
This I thought it my duty to inform vou 
of (as I find your affairs will detain you 
longer in the country than you expected) nd 
to aſſure you that buſineſs here, during your 
abſence, ſhall be carried on with as much 
care and fidelity, as if your eye was ov" . 
Sir Richard Rowland has diſcharged his 40. 
count, and bought eight pieces of the fame 
holland, with which he is perfectly wel! plcal- 
ed. Captain Jordan arrived yeſteri2y. | 
| ſaw him laſt night, and he tells me lu ha; 
| executed your commifon much to his {atil- 
| faction, and hopes it will be to yours. Th: 
| family are all well. Every body eng 
| or your return, and my good miftrets beg 
11 to be impatient; however, nobody cht; 
| you till the buſineſs you went about 
compleated, and if in the mean time any 
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thing of conſequence ſhould happen, you 
may depend on hearing immediately ſrom, 
Sir, Yours, &c. 


From a Tradeſman to his Correſpondent, re- 
quefling the Payment of a Sum of Monty. 


Sie, 

VERY unexpected demand that has 
A been made on me for money, which I 
was in hopes of keeping longer in my trade, 
obliges me to apply — your aſſiſtance of the 
balance of the account between us, or as 
much of it as you can ſpare, When I have 
an opportunity to inform you of the nature 


of this demand, and the neceſſity of my diſ- 
charging it, you will readily excule the free- 
dom I now take with you; and as 'tis an 
affair of ſach conſequence to my family, L 
know the friendſhip you bear me, will in- 
duce you to ſerve me effectually. 

Jan, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 


The Anſwer. 
SIR, 
Jy gives me ſingular ſatisfaction, that I 
have it in my power to anfwer your de- 
mand, and am able to ſerve a man I fo much 
eſteem. 
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elteem. The balance of the account is two 


hundred pounds, for which I have procured 
a bank note, and for ſecurity divided it, and 
ſent one half by the carrier, and incloſcd th 
other, I wiſh you may firmount this ar 
every other difficulty that lies in your road 
to happineſs, and am, Sir, Yours ſincerely. 


From à Father to his Son, on his Adieu 
into the Univerſity. 


My dear Son, 

OU are now going into the wide 

world. Every — you take is atten 
ed with danger, and requires caution, My 
eye is upon you no longer, and the vigilance 
of governors and the care of /utors, cannot 
tollow you every where. Few will have con. 
cern or affefion enough to adviſe you /a/l\- 
July. Your conduZ_muit be a_ good dealt. 
gulated by your own refieftions. The 0 
ſecure paths are thoſe of religion and vie 
in which it will not be difficult for you t- 


walk, if you live agreeably to that 
of life, which the rules of academical jocte! ic: 
preſcribe, Mix not intemperance willi your 
growing years, nor treaſure up infirmitie9 
againſt an A2gc the fiteſi tor * 
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You have received health from your parents, 
and you owe it to your children. Be careful 
in the choice of your company; pay cavility 
to all; have friendſhip with ſew ; not too 
quickly with any; An idle companion will 
corrupt and diſgrace you while you aſſoeiate 
with him, and aſporls and expoſe you when 
yeu ſhall ſhake him off. In this, be adviſed 
by thoſe, whom I intruſt to do ail good offices 
for you, Whenever you find yourſelf with 
perſons of ſuperior age or quality, or flation, 
or endowments, pay a deference to them : So 
much is due to their expgrience and character. 
lodefly is the moſt amiable virtue, eſpecially 
in a young man who proſeſſes himſelf a 
learner. Poſſibly, in a large ſociety, you 
may meet with ſome bold young men who 
will think to arrogate to themſelves a value 
amongſt their ill-bred companions, by daring 
to ſay and do abuſtve things to their gover- 
nors : But don't you imitate ſuch examples; 
tor 1mpudence is not magnanimity. A brave 
mind is ſeen in perſevering through the diffi- 
culties of a virtuous a; in the —_— 
of irregular appetites and paſſions, and in 
leo ning to do any thing that is mean or — 

ave 
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Have nothing to do with polzticks, which, when 
you ſhall have ſtudied all your life, you wil! 
not have found out what will hereafter be the 
humour i, or reſentments, or private intereſ, or 
public vie du. of men in power: A itudy 
which, as it is generally directed, rather 
leads from virtue, is foreign to your preſent 
purpoſe, and in which if you could really 
have any till, at your age it would ſeen: to 
be affetted. Take the proper advantages of 
living in a ſociety. Obſerve the different 
tempers and diſpaſit ions of men; ſhun their 
ances, imitate their wirtues ; make ule of their 
learning, and let the many eyes that are upon 
you, the conſcience of your duty, and an in- 
dignation to be inſignificant, raife an eme 
tion in you to excel in ſome kind of art ©: 
knowledge that may hereafter be uſeful to the 
public. From the moment of your entrance 
take care of your reputation, Let not c 
exerciſe go out of your hands that hat]: no! 
employed your utmoſt diligence. Notwit!:- 
ſtanding the affection I have for you, I (1! 
not be able to do you the ſervice I defire, un- 
leſs you aſſiſt me with your character. And 
> all doubtful caſes, let not your father, 
who 


* 
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who loves you beſt, and your governors, 
who are well able to direct you, be the 
only friends you will not conſult. I am, &c. 


From Lady *** to her Daughter, a Girl of 
twelve Years old, then under the care of 
ber Grandmother in the Country. © 

My dear Child, 
Hough I know you want no precepts 
under my mother's care, to inſtruct you 
in all moral and religious duties; yet there 
aue ſome things ſhe may poſſibly forget to re - 
mind you of, which are highly neceflary for 
the forming your mind, ſo as to make that 
figure in the world, I could with you to do. 

I am certain you will be kept up to your 

mulic, ſinging and dancing, by the beſt maſ- 

ters the country affords z and need not doubt, 
but you will very often be told, that good 
houſewifery is a moſt commendable quality. 

{ would have you indeed neglect none of thele 

branches of education; but, my dear, I 

thould be grieved to hear you were ſo much 

attached to them, as not to be able to devote , 

two hours, at leait, every day to reading. 

My father left a collection of very excellent 

books in all languages behind him, which 

are 
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are yet in being, and as you are tolerably 2c 
quainted with the French and Italian, I wor! 
have you not be altogether a ſtrangir 19 
their authors. Poetry, if it be good, (as 
in that library you will fiud fone that is not 
ſo) very much elevates the ideas, and har: 
monizes the ſoul ; and well-wrote novel ae 
an amuſement, in which forretimes vou my 
indulge yourſelf ; but hiſtory is what i would 
chiefly recommend; ;—without fome knowicge 
of this, you will be accounted at beſt but - 
agreeable trifler,--I would have you 73, 
lively and entertatming, but then I wout-! hee 
you "able to improve, as well as divert the 
company you may happen to fall into. 

But, my Gear child, I mut wary vou to 
beware with what d. fpolition you fit de 
read books of this nature; for if y who gl 
ſkim them over, and werely to eratify . you 
curioſity with the amazing events deve 
in them, the reſearch will afford you little a0 
vantage: — You muſt, therefore, con fert 
you read; mark well the chain of accents 
which bring on any great catafirophe, 34 
this will fhew yon that nothing happen by 
chance, but all is entirely governed 
directions of an over-roling power n di 
tinguil: wg 
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tinguiſhing the true cauſes of the riſe and fall 
of empires, and thoſe ſtrange revolutions 
that have happened in moſt kingdoms ot the 
world, you will admire divine juſtice, and be 
far from accuſing providence of partiality, 
when you find, as frequently you will, the 
good dethroned, all rites both human and 
divine ſacrilegiouſly trampled upon, a mock 
authority eſtabliſhed in the place of a real one, 
and lawleſs uſurpation proſper; becauſe at 
the ſame time you will fee that this does not 
happen, till a people, grown bold in iniquity, 
and ripe for deſtruction, have drawn down 
upon themſelves the ſevereſt vengeance of 
oifended heaven, which is tyranny and op- 
preſſion 3 and though innocent individuals 
may ſufter in the general calamity ; yet it is 
tor the good of the whole, in order to bring 
them to a juſt ſenſe of their tranſgreſſions, 
and turn them from their evil ways.— This 
the hiſtorical part of the bible makes maniteſt 
in numberleſs inſtances; and this, the ca- 
lamities which” at different times have betel 
_ kingdom and commonwealth, evidently 
confirm. 

Lam the more particular in giving you theſe 
ca utions, becauſe, without obkiving them, 

* U you 
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you may be liable to imbibe prejudices which 
will pervert your judgment, and render you 
guilty of injuſtice, without knowing you are 
fo. As you regard therefore my commands, 
which will always be tor your improvement 
and emolument, never be remiſs in this point. 
Next to hiſtory, I hall be glad to fee you 
have ſome ſmattering in natural philoſo- 
phy. You have already read ſeveral little 
treatiſes in that agreeable ſcience, and you 
may be furmſhed with more and better where 
you are. The ſame perſon that brings you 
thoſe neceſſaties you deſired me to fend, will 
allo deliver to you glaſſes of various kinds, by 
the help of which, you may diſcover plainly 
the form ot many inſects, which to the naked 
eye appear but ſo many moving motes, 
Believe me, child, the wide creation preſents 
nothing, that affords not infinite matter for a 
delightful ſpeculation, and the more you cx- 
amine the works of nature, the more you will 
learn to love and adore the great God of na- 
ture, the fountain of all pleaſure, I expett 
your next will be filled with no enquiries on 
rew faſhions, nor any directions to your mil - 
liner; nor ſhall I be better ſatisfied with an 


account of yuur. having begun, or _— 
ven 
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ſuch or ſuch a piece of fine work: This may 
inform. you that it is other kids of learning I 
would have you verſed in ;—l flatter myſelf 
with ſeeing my commands obeyed, and that 
no part of what I have ſaid will be loſt upon 
you, which a lutle more time and knowledge 
of the world will ſhew you the value of, and 
prove to you, more than any indulgence 1 
could treat you with, how very much I am, 


Your affettionate mother. 


A Letter from the Marquis dk MoxTEes- 
QUIEU, to a young Gentleman, on reading 
Hiflory. 

SIR, 

HAVE learnt with much pleaſure, that 

you have reſolved to exerciſe a regular 

courle of ſtudy in the country, and to continue 
it even at Paris, and with the army, in pro. 
portion as you ſhall have time. But you do 
me too much honour to conſult me about the 

;cading you ſhould make choice of, being ſo 

capable of making that choice yourſelf, Ne- 

verthcleſs, ſince you abſolutely require that I 

ould explain myſelf thereupon, I ſhall not 

h:{tate to tell you, that I ſhould prefer the 
ung of hiſtory to all other. It is an opinion 
Us of 
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of which I have given a public teſtimony, 
and that I ſhall never change. Inftead of 
quoting the paſſage where I ſpeak advantage- 


 onlly of hiſtory, I had rather write it in this 


Jetter for your eaſe and my own. You will 
not have the trouble to look for the book, and 
I thall not have that of recollecting the argu- 
ments I then advanced. That hiſtory inftrutts 
us in an engaging and agreeable manner; 
that the greater part of the other ſciences give 
epts which our mind uſually flights, be- 
cauſe it loves 2 and beeaue it takes 
eaſure in ing every thing that ſavours 
pl 1 n "ſtead of thoſe 
imperious maxims, hiſtory gives us only re- 
Kettions to make upon the events that ſhe di- 
plays before our eyes, and that thoſe events 
are ſo many examples which we have to fol- 
low or avoid. She makes us attend the coun- 
cils of fovereigns, and enables us to diſtin- 
ih flattery from good advice. She deler;'3 

es and battles to us, and makes us ti: 
notice of the faults or good conduct of the 
generals, In a word, ſhe gives us in a f-w 
years, an experience that many years cannot 
give without her aſſiſtance. Will you permit 
me, du, to improve upon what I have * 
| P ai) 
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and to take from a better fund thay my own ? 
A moſt eloquent prelate will ſupply me wink 
two or three perieds which you will be very 
glad to know, He ſpeaks of a great and in- 
genious princeſs whom we have juft loſt, and 
{ays that the teſolution of proſecuting the ſtudy 
of wiſdom, kept her engaged to the reading 
of which we ſpeak. That hiſtory is rightly 
called the wiſe counſellor of Princes. It us 
there, continued he, that the greatelt Kings 
have no more rank than by their virtues, and 
that degraded for ever, by the hands of death, 
they undergo without court and without reti · 
nue, the judgment of all people and of all 
ages. It is there we diſcover that the gloſs 
of flattery is ſuperficial, ud that falſe colours 
will not laſt, how ingeaiout!y ſoever they be 
laid on, There our admirable Princes Rudied 
the duties of thoſe whoſe lives compole hiſ- 
tory, &c., You ſee, Sir, that I have kept 
my word, what I have borrowed is better 
than what is my own, and that I have thought 
of nothing but ſatisfying you, without con- 
i:dering that I was going to deſtroy the good 
opinion you might have of my writings. I 
w1i!l even tell you what hiſtorian I ſhould pre- 
ter tor pleaſure and for inſtruction. - — 
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Plutarch, whom the too ſevere critics will 
hardly acknowledge to be an hiſtorian. I muſt 
allow indeed that he has not made any body 
of hiſtory, and that he has left none but par- 
ticular and unconnected lives. But what 
hiſtories can be found which pieaſe and n 
ſtruct like theſe lives? At leaft, what perſon 
can read them without reliſhing a thouſand 
beauties, and remarking every moment, 
maxims of morality and politics? Plutarcb 
introduces them naturally, he gathers none 
but flowers that grow under his feet, aud 
does not go out of his way to gather others. 
He paints the man whoſe life he relates; he 
makes him known ſuch as he was at the head 
of the armies, in the government of the pco- 

le, in his own family, and in his pleaſures. 
In fine, Sir, I ſhould be of the opinion ot an 
author, who ſaid, that if he was conſtrained 
to fling all the books of the antients into the 
ſea, Plutarch ſhould be the laſt drowned. We 
will ſay more of this when we goto“ with 
the M. of M****, If you would entertain 
your friends with leſs ceremony, we ſhould 
already have made you this viſit, but you 
treat at your houſe as ſumptuouſly as if the 
| ſuperin- 
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ſuperintendancy was ſtill in your family. I 
am moſt abſolutely, Sir, 

Your moſt humble and moft obedient ſervant, 


From a yourg Man nearly out of bis /fpren- 
ticeſhip, to the Father of a zoung Lady au 
Vi/ited in the Family. . 

Sin, 
1 [ was not conſcious that my behaviour, 
during my apprenticethip to Mr. Tozers, 
would plead in my favour with one, whole 
intimacy in the family has made him not en- 
tirely unacquainted with i, I ſhould not dare 
to write to you on this occaſion, 

But, before I preſume to mention the ſub- 
ject of this letter, permit me to oblerve, that 
my apprenticeſhip will expire at Lady Day 
next; when, beſides my expectations from a 
maiden aunt, and ſome other of my relations, 
I ſha!! have two thouſand pounds at my own 
dilpolal, which, together with my natural in- 
dultry, love of os awry and the knowledge 
I have acquired under fo good a maſter, will 
enable me to enter into buſineſs with ſome de- 
gree of reputation, and with a proſpect of 
ſucceſs. Having laid before you, Sir, a faith- 
{u} account of the preſent Cate of my attains, 

Us, 1 muſt 


— 
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I muſt beg your permiſſion to add, that I have 
for a long time ſecretly admired your eldeſt 
daughter, I ſay ſecretly, becauſe I have not 
ventured to mention it before, and never ſhall 
to the young Lady, unlefs this meets with 
your approbation. In what light this addre!s 
will appear to you, I am wholly ignorant, 
and am as little acquainted whether my for- 
tune bears any proportion to that you intend 
to give your daughter; but of this I am cer- 
fain, that though the Lady may, in point of 
eutward circumſtances, meet with a more ad- 
vantageous offer, yet in true and fincere al- 
ſection for Miſs Symonds, none can exceed 
him who is Sir, Your bumble ſervant. 


The Anſwer. 


_—_ 
W H AT thoughts my daughter may 
have of your propoſal I know not, 
and muſt obſerve to you, that I am deter- 
mined never to influence her in an affair of 
this ſort, where I think the ought to have her 
own free choice, What I have heard Mr, 
Towers frequently ſay of your behaviour, 
makes any farther enquiry into your character 


unneceſſary. And if your affairs are ag you 
repreſent 
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repreſent them, I ſhall have no objection 
but here you muſt allow me to make proper 
enquiries. 

As I have a fon, I do not purpoſe to give 
each of my daughters above a thouſand pounds 
at their marriage, though at my death, their 
fortunes will be at leaſt equal to yours. I muſt 
confeſs that I am pleaſed, Sir, with your 
writing to me on this ſubje& before you men- 
tioned it to my daughter, and I give you my 
free conſent to acquaint her with your ſenti- 
ments; however TI would not advice you to 
do this by letter; for, as ſhe is often at Mr. 
Towers's, you may your mind to her 
by degrees, which will be much better than 


an abrupt declaration ; and if ſhe is difpoſed 

to favour your paſſion, ſhe will meet with no 

oppoſition from me. I ſhall be ready, when - 

er you think p „to talk with you 
, x 


tarther on this ſubject, and am, Sir, 


Tour very humble ſervant, 
J. SYMONDS» 
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From a young Gentleman to a Lady , [upcrior 
| Fortune, 
Mabau, 
N ONE ſurely can labour under preater 
diſadvantages than he who preſumes tg 
write to a Lady to whom he is entirely un- 
known: But a man who has been ſo long 
condemned to filence as I have, has ſome pieca 
for taking a liberty to write that would be 
otherwiſe unpardonable : This Madam, I 
beg you would fee as my apology for giving 
you this trouble, and for preſuming to alk 
whether the perſon who had the happineſs of 
ſitting by you at the opera laſt night, and who 
has in vain long waited for an opportunity of 
mom to you, might, if all things wer? 
avourable to his wiſhes, be admitted to the 
honour of your acquaintance. Another fa- 
vour, Madam, I humbly requeſt: It is that 
you will find a way, (for I proteſt I know 
none) by which I may be honoured with your 
determinations, | 
I am ſenſible, Madam, that I have gone 
too far in preſumipg to take this liberty; but 
I beg to be forgiven. No words can deſciibe 


what I teel, while I write this to you, *r 
whit 
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which I ſhall continue to ſuffer, at leaſt till 
I have the happineſs of receiving your an- 
ſwer. I am, &c. \ 


The Anſwer by a Friend of the Lady. 

S1R, 
AM now perhaps taking as ſtrange a li 
berty as you took yeſterday, but if you 
hope for pardon from one woman, you mult 
be ready to grant it to another, I have ſeen 
your letter to Miſs Trenchard, and as I think 
it impoſſible for that Lady to anſwer it, my re- 
gard for her makes me take the taſk upon 
myſeif, I am ſurprized, Sir, and doubtleſs 
ſh- is more fo, that an abſolute ftranger ſhould 
take the liberty to write to her, eſpecially as 
Miſs Trenchard has ſo univerſal an acquaint- 
ance, that I cannot think it very difficult for 
man of faſhion to get himſelf introduced to 
ner, without his taking this extraordinary 
method; however, you muſt permit me to 
ſay, that there are few people to whom Miſs 
Trenchard would wiſh to be known as an ac- 
quaintance, beyond the number of thoſe who 
have at preſent that honour, We are not more 
ignorant of you than we are of your mean» 
ing; but if you have any iarther — 
— 
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L. do aſſure you there will require a great deal 
to ſupport ſuch an application. I am fince+ly 
the Lady's friend, and in this inſtance, I am 
perſuaded that I am acting the part of a frie: 4 
to you, I have only obſerved what I think 
you ought to have done, and in what manner, 
and I leave the reſt to your diſcretioa, I 
am, Sir, Your humble ſervant. 


From a Gentleman of Fortune, who had ſeen a 
Lady in public, to her Mother. 


Mapau, 
1 T will be happy for me, if you are not un- 
acquainted with the name at the bottom of 
this letter, ſince that will prevent the neceſlit; 
of my ſaying what will appear with a better 
from others. I ſhall Batter my ſelf that 
this is really the caſe, and will only ſay that 
I ama of a fur of ſome. conſideration, and 
am not entirely deſtitute of fortune. 

I was a few days ago, Madam, at the 0r1- 
tono, and have juſt learnt, that a Lady who 
commanded all my attention there, has the 
happineſs to be your danghter. It is on that 
Lady's account, I now preſume to write to 
you; and as it is my ſettled opinion that 
nothing can juſtly delerve cenſure, _ is 

QN9U8s 
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honourable and undiſguiſed, I take the free- 
dom to own, that though I do not doubt 
of your daughter's being worthy of a much 
better offer, Jet I am perſuaded that my hap- 
pine!s or miſery will depend upon her — 
ing or refuſing this; I therefore beg the fa- 
vour, Madam, of your letting me know whe- 
ther the young Lady be engaged, and if ſhe 
be not, I intreat, that after you have informed 
yourſelf who it is that requeſts the honour of 
being introduced to her, you will favour me 
with an anſwer. I am as great an enemy as 
poſſible, Madam, to the nonſenſe uſed on 
theſe occaſions, but it would be doing myſelf 


injuſtice to conclude without ſaying, that my 
mind will be very little at eaſe, until I know 
low this addreſs is received. I have the honour 
to be, Madam, Your humble ſervant, 

J. TOWNSHEND, 


The Anſwer. 
SIR, 
HE letter I have had the honour to re- 
ceive from you, beſpeaks you a gentle- 
man and a man of ſenſe. After ſuch a pre- 
poſſeſſion in your favour, I am ſorry to inform 


you that I am induced, from ſeycral reaſons, 
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to decline the offer you are pleaſed to make of 
an alliance to my family. My daughter, v 
is very dear to me, is, I think, already en. 
gaged ; I wiſh it may be as worthily : belides, 
I cannot approve of this vunaccountable may. 
ner of placing your affections, and then plead. 
ing in favour of a paſſion built on ſo poo: a 
foundation as that of ſeeing a perſon once at 
an oratorio. I wiſh, Sir, that you had known 
my daughter before you had ſaid ſo much, 
and by having met with me among our ac- 
quaintance, had found an opportunity to men- 
tion it. *Tis very probable, Sir, that you aic 
more than an equal match to her, for though 

[ 


— 


ſhe (if you will ſuffer a mother ta ſay it) has 
merit, her fortune, though not quite incon- 
ſiderable, is not great. You ſee, Sir, that! 
| waver in my opinion on this ſubj ct, but you 
mult attribute it to the true cauſe, and believe 
that every thing that has, be it ever ſo remote, 
a tendency 'to my daughter's wellare, will 
make me very cautious of determining, 1o 
give you my tinal ſenſe, (at leaſt what :s final 
| to me at preſent) I have not a thought of 
aking whoat is that has thus favoured us, nor 
would adviſe my daughter to remembcr it, 
However, Ithank you, Sir, in her name, 3. 


wel 
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well as my own, for the honour you intended 
us, and am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient ſervant. 


From the Gentleman, in reply to the former. 


MADAM, 

S before you receive this letter, Sir Philip 
A Moodwille will have waited on you in 
my behalt, you cannot be offended at _ 
it !ubſcribed by the name of a perſon whoſe 
adlrefſes you had in ſome meaſure declined. 
You now, Madam, know who it is that is 
ambitious of the honour of being related to 
you; and I ſincerely aſſure you, that I think 
mylelf happy that the Lady's fortune is leſs 
than might be expected by a perſon with 
mine, who proceeded on the ordinary ſcheme 
of marriage. I would fain flatter myſelf, that 
what you laid of the Lady's being already en- 
gaged, was rather an excule againſt me, than 
a determination in favour of another; and I 
bag I may have permiſſion ta wait on you this 
ziternoon, to aſſure that Lady of my inviola- 
ble affection, and to declare to you, Madam, 
with how much ſincerity, I am, 


Tour moſt obedient ſervant. 
| 9 From 
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From à young Lady to her Father, to inſorm 
him of ber — 4 received a 'Prop Al of 
Marriage. 


Detr and hozoured Sir, 
M V duty and affection both oblige me 
to mform you, that fince I have been 
here, I have received ſeveral viſits from one 
Mr. Brown an Ironmonger of this place, who 
py to have entertained a ſincere affection 
r me. His perſon is not diſagreeable, 
my aunt gives him an extraordinary charaCter: 
She tells me, that he has been ſet up for hüm- 
ſelf theſe three or four years, and has a con 
ſiderable trade: That he began with a capital 
of a thouſand pounds; and bids fair for being 
a wealthy tradeſman : She alſo ſays, that (le 
has known him frum his infancy, and that he 
was always remarkable for the excellence 0! 
his temper. But, notwithitanding this ta- 
vourable deſcription, I hope, Sir, you wil 
g think me ſincere, when I aſſure you, that be 
has not yet made the leaſt impreſſion on my 
heart. It was contrary to my inclinations thi! 
he was ever brought into my company, oi al- 
lowed to profeſs a paſſion that wanted your 
approbation; but as my aunt has SOPs 
| dealing 
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dealings with him, ſhe was unwilling to diſ- 
oblige him, by refuſing to let him ſee and ſpeak 
to me. I have, however, ventured to tell him, 
that as he has neglected writing to you, I have 
reſolved to do it myſelf, and hat I inſiſt upon 
his not paying me another viſit, till I have re- 
ceived your anſwer. The remembrance of 
your indulgence and affection would have 
made me reproach myſelf for ever, had I not 
now taken the firſt opportunity to inform you 
and my mamma of this affair, and to beg 
your advice, while I am in a condition to take 
it, I am, with my humble duty to you and 
my dear mamma, Een Sir, | 


Your dutiful and obedient daughter. 


The Father's Anfwer, on a Suppofition that 


be does not entirely diſapprove of the youn 
Man's Addreſſes. 6 
Dear Lucy, 


OUR mother and I are equally pleaſed 

with the inſtance you have given us of 

your duty and diſeretion. Our tender affection 
wilt induce us to take the firtt opportunity, to 
enquire into Mr, Br axw#i's character, aud it it 
be 1n{werable to our hopes, we ſhall gladly 
couſent to an union that affords you an agree- 


awe. 
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able 283 of happineſs. However, it is 
neceſſary that you ſhould M111] Keep yourſelf on 
| your guard. His profeſſions may be nothing 
more than the idle unmeaning flattery of a 
perſon who has no other view, but that of 
trifling away a leiſure hour ; his deſigns may 
be even molt dithonourable 3 he may ſeck 
your ruin, only for the gratification of his 
own Joole deſires: And even ſuppoſing al! 
you have heard of him be true, he may have 
private vices that may tarniſh all his good 
qualities. Do not think, my dear, that thcle 
ſappoſitions are a proof of an uncharitable 
ſpirit: his not acquainting me with his inten- 
tions gives but too much ground for ſuch in- 
jurious. ſuſpicions, and the importance of an 
event, on which our happineſs or milery muſt 
depend, calls tor the utmoſt caution. Keep 
him, therefore, at a diſtance. Delire —_ 
aunt to intimate to him, (it ſhe or you hay 
not done it already) that you are not at you 
own diſpoſal. But if you find you have an 
averſion to his perſon, or if any part of tis 
behavi jour is ſo di lagreeable, as to make it un 
poſſible for him te gain your affection, 1 
would not have your aunt ge him any hc; 


that my approbatien will be of any advantage 
to 
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to him; for let him be ever fo worthy of 
your eſteem, I will never deſire you to marry 
the man you cannot love. I ſhall endeavour 
to obtain as perfect a knowledge of him as 
poſſible ; and if your mother and I have rea- 
ſon to think him worthy of our child, and you 
are Uiſpoſed to favour his paſſion, we ſhall 
rcjoice in contributing all in our power ta 
our felicity. Your mother ſends you her 

bleſſing with mine. I am, my dear Lucy, 
Your ever affectionate father.” 


From a Maid-Servant to her Father in the 
cuntry, to aſe his Advice whether be 
ſhould marry her Mafter's Apprentice. 


Honoured FATHER, 
LO. is certainly the beſt place in the 
world for thoſe who are to maintain 
themſ-lves by their own labour, provided 
they have good ſenſe enough to witliſtand the 
teraptations and ſnares they are daily ſubjes 
to, and which they cannot be too much 
guarded againſt. I have got a very gocd place, 
ind am well feſpeded by my mziter and miſ- 
trels. I therefore return you my. thanks in 
the molt dutitul manner, for perſuading me, 
X 2 ttougly 
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though contrary to my inclinations, to come 
to town. 

But the particular reaſon of my writing at 
this time 1s to inform you, that a young man 
who 1s an apprentice to my maſter, preſſes me 
to marry him; he has good friends, and has 
ſerved five years; but as my maſter or miſtreſs 
might be diſpleaſed with him, were they to 
know it, I have concealed it from them, tho 
I thought it my duty to write to you to know 
whether you approve of it, I am, 

Honoured Sir, your dutiful daughter, 


The Father's Anſwer. 


Dear Child, 

AM very glad to hear you are in a good 

place, and that you are ſo happy as to 
pleaſe your miſtreſs. I am ſure you have rea- 
fon to believe, that I always gave you the beſt 
advice in my power, and you haye in moic 
than one inſtance, when it has croſſed your 
inclinations, found it of great advantage ; 1 
therefore deſire you to pay a ſtrict regard to 
what I am going to ſay, I do not doubt but 
you are pleaſed with the thoughts of being 


miſtreſs of a ſhop, and keeping ſervants of 


your own ; but let me tell you, that by mar- 
ryip; 
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rying an apprentice, you would take a moſt 

unlikely method of obtaining that happineſs. 
You tell me, the young man has ſerved five 

years, he has then two to ſerve; but with 

what diſhcuhies would he labour under, and 

how uncomſortable would thoſe two years be 

to you ? I almoſt tremble at the very thoughts 

of what you would ſuffer. In this time, you 

probably would have one child and be far 
gone with another; while your huſband had 
no honeſt means of ſupporting his increaſing 
expences, The difficulties he would labour 
under, and the knowledge of this imprudent 
ſtep, would deſtroy his credit; and if his 
friends ſhould at laſt forgive him, and furniſh 
him with money to open a ſhop of his own, 
you would both begin the world under the 
greateſt diſadvantages, under great expences, 
and a ſhattered credit ; but if they ſhould 
never forgive him, he would be oblige to 
become 2 journeyman, aid, at the ſame time, 
be burdened not only with a family, but with 
2 load of debt, which he would never be able 
to pay. In either of theſe caſes, can you 
imagine, that the continual uneaſineſs of his 
mind, and the flights he received from all his 
X 3 friends, 
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Friends, and even from thoſe whom he now 
looks upon as his inferiors, would not fon: 


his temper, and make you ſtill more wretched 


by his i!] humour ? He will reflect with an- 
uiſh of heart, on what he might have ber 
d he never known you; and what quarrels, 
what diſtreſs, what miſery would then be 
your portion ? 
Let me, therefore, my dear child, advile 
you by all means, and as you have a regard 


Jor your own happineſs, not to marry him til 


he is out of his time; and not even then, t 
he has obtained the conſent of his friends. 
Mean while, be careful of allowing him even 
innocent liberties ; and, if poſſible, never 
give him an opportunity of being with you 
alone : If you cannot do this where you are, 
let no conſiderations of preſent advantages, 
prevent your leaving your place, God grant 
that you may follow this advice; and with 
my earneſt prayers that you may, I remain, 


Your offeftionate ſalber. 


Fri us 
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From @ Gentleman to a Lady, whom he ace 
cuſes of Inconſtancy. 

MADAM, 

* U may be ſurprized, but cannot ſure'y 

be diſpleaſed with a letter, initead of a 
viſit, from a perſon to whom that will proba. 
bly be as welcome as his company, 

Why ſhould you ſuppoſe, that if lovers have 
Joſt their fight, they mutt alſo be deprived of 
their other ſenſes ? I have, indeed, refuſed to 
believe my eyes, when they told me you were 
inconſtant, but cannot refuſe to near ol it, 
when I am told it by others. Tis time, Ma- 
dam, that we ſhould come to a better under- 
fianding. Am I, then, the object of your 
eſteem; is my fortune worthy your accep- 
bance z and do you really encourage my pre- 
tenſions? Or do I vainly fanſy this, while 
you make me the ſubject of your ridicule ? 
If this is not the caſe, pray what means that 
coquetry in public? Why are you pleaſed 
with the flattery of every fool? And why am 
I told, that laſt night you was, for two hours 
together, in cloſe converſation with Mr. Smith, 
and are ſo wherever you meet him, if I am not 
in company? You cannot think of us both, 

| X 4 and 
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and while I bave given you my heart ſo en- 
tirely, I am diſtracted at the thoughts of o 
ſharing yours with another, 

Anſwer, Madam, theſe queſtions, and, I 
think, I have a right to pod that you ſhould 
do it generouſly and fairly. But do not mil- 
take, what is produced by the diſtraction of 
my heart, for want of tenderneſs and reſpe&. 
While I thus write, that heart is filled with a 
love which lays claim to an equal return; and 
I cannot bear to be deceived, where all my 
hopes are centered. I ſhall only add, that 
you have made me molt unhappy, and that 
1 am ſtill, Madam, yeurs, &c. 


The Lady's Anſwer, in Vindication of ter 
Condutt, 

SIR, 
F I did not make you all the allowances 
you ſeem to require at the concluhon of 
vour letter, I ſhould return you no anſwer. 
But though I am now unhappy at finding that 
you are ſo, and the more as I myſelf am the 
cauſe, I can hardly tell how to impute the ſe- 
verity and unkindneſs of your expreſſions to 
what you would perſuade me was the occaſion 


of them, However, as I would not be 
thought 


— — 


thought guilty of a conduct that might juſtify 
this undeſerved trtatment; I think it neceſſary 
to inform you, that there is no more founda- 
tion for what you have heard, than for what 
you have ſeen ; and that the fight of others 
may be as much ſharpened by unprovoked 
malice, as yours by undeſerved ſuſpicion. I 
will alſo add, that whatever may be the end 
of this diſpute (for I do not think fo lightly of 
lovers quarrels as many do) I have never en- 
tertained an affectionate thought of any one, 
except yourſelf ; and if the faults of your 
temper ſhould make me afraid to enter into 
the ſtricteſt alliance with you, I have reaſon to 
believe from the preſent diſpoſition of my 
_ you will never lee me married to any 
other. 

I have never had the leaſt thought that the 
gaiety of my temper gave you uneaſineſs ; if I 
had, I ſhould have taken ſome pains to cor- 
rech it, and you ought to have told me of it 
with leſs ſeverity, I am ſenſible, that you 
would have no reaſon to complain, was I 
to reſent your treatment more than I do: 
| might refuſe to ſee you; and I certainly 
ſhould do fo, had you not an advocate that 

pleads 


as well as Important Occagstons. 313 


— D — — - 


— ——__— 


312 LETTERS on the moſt Common 


pleads for you much better than you do fv 
yourſelf, 1 am, &c. 


A Mother to a Daughter jealous of ber 
Huſbazd, 


My dear PoLLy, 
I AM. very much concerned at your think 
ing you have any reaſon to ſuſpect the fd: 
lity of your huſband : Let me intreat you, 2; 
you love your own happineſs, to fupprets the! 
early riſings of a paffion, that can procur: 
Jou nothing but the keeneſt anguiſh of heart, 
and to give no ear to the idle tales of thoſe 
. othcious and wicked people, who, perhaps, 
may find an intereſt in ſetting you at vue. 
O my child, take care of a ſuſpicion, i 
will not only give you preſent uneaſineſs, but 
by ſpoiling your temper, wean from you the 
affections of your huſband. If he is ing 
your ſuſpicions are one of the greateſt injur'ss; 
one of the higheſt marks of injuſtice that ca 
be offered him; and you are in danger it you 
give a looſe to your reſentment, of precipitating 


-—_ 
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im on the courſe you dread, and ren; WM 
thoſe evils real, which are now only imaging. 
I ſay imaginary,-For I cannot think 2 ma! 
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of his ſenſe can be guilty of any thing ſo baſe 
and ſo fooliſh. 

But ſuppoſing that what you have heard is 
but too true, your reproaches would only 
make him fly from home, and from you, to 
one who will fide with him, and harden his 
heart againſt you. Thus would you yourſelt 
contribute to her triumph ; while he, ſeeing 
that he can no longer have occaſion for reſerve, 
will grow hardened in vice, and purſue that 
courſe openly, which he would otherwiſe, for 
fear of its coming to your knowledge, have 
followed privately and by ſtealth. Let me, 
therefore, beg of you to ſummon all your pru- 
dence ; inſtead of loading him with reproaches, 
wad by your ill-humour driving him to her 
you would have him ſhun, ſtrive to make 
home agreeable to him, and let him ſee, that 
iu is not in the power of a ſtrumpet to ſurpaſs 
you in ſweetneſs of temper, and an obliging 
char igur ; and though he is ſo abandoned as 
to forget bis duty, you will keep ſteadily to 
yours, By this. means, you will, in time, 
over. power him by your goodneſs : You will 
force conviction into his ſoul, and obtain the 
nobleſt of all conqueſts ; you will recover his 
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acart, and, perhaps, ſave him you love from 
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eternal ruin. This conduct, your own cc 


ſcience will approve, and your children wil 
have the port reaſon to rejoice in the 
prudence of ſuch a mother. I am, 


My dear daughter, %c. 


From a Lady to 4 Gentleman, 0 400 
Jealous of his Wife. 


Sry, 

Na but the moſt inviolable friend. 

ſhip and eſteem for you and your tamily 
could induce me to take this liberty; a fi- 
berty, which, perhaps, you will never forgive, 
though it proceeds from the moſt g nerou; 
motive, and is only intended to ſecure to you 
and yours, that happineſs, which I think your 
virtues deſerve. 

I was at the play laſt night with your Lady, 
and the reſt of the good company that dined 
at Mr, 1 You was to have ecm of 
the party, but excuſed yourſelf on account of 
buſineſs, and pretended you had a prior en- 
gagement that yon could not poſſibly break 
through, But how amazed and confounded 
was I, when I faw you diſguiſed in a horſe- 
man's coat, mixt with acrowd in the pit, d 

| obſerving 
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obſerving every look, ev eſture and action 
of . Tis — ſhe is of a gay and 
chearful diſpoſition ; but what of that, chear- 
fol people, though the moſt liable to miſre- 
re{entation, are generally the moſt innocent; 
— thoſe in truth and reaſon can only be 
merry, who have no evil in the mind, no 
canker in the heart, But jealouſy always 
ſees with jaundiced eyes; every thing is miſ- 
repreſented or diſcoloured ; and I am ſorry 
to find that you are ſeeking your own unhap- 
ineſs; for all that you feel is founded upon 
— and the miſchief is entirely of your own 
making. Good God! What do you make 
of us? Do you think women of ſenſe have no 
ſenſe of honour ? 

Your Lady has never deſerved this beha- 
viour from you; I have never ſeen any thing 
in her conduct, but what was perfectly inno- 
cent and inoffenſive. Her affection for you, 
T know, is great and unalterable, and 1 don't 
believe there is a worthier. woman in the 
world. How then can you debaſe yourſelf, 
and ſcandalize her virtue, by behaving in this 
manner? I hope nobody perceived it but my- 
icit, and I beg, for your ſake, for your Lady's, 
aud for the ſake of your family, that this may 
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go no farther, and that you will excuſe thi; 
well-intended freedom, from, Sir, 
Yours, &c, 


The Gentleman's Anfwey to the Lady. 


Mapanm, 

Th I'S true, I am unhappy, and I can't he'p 

it. There is ſomething in that Lady's 
conduct that diſpleaſes me, nay, that diſtra3; 
me, and I ſhall never recover myſelf, till ! 
am able to clear away ſome doubts that dwell 
upon my mind; and which I have been at. 
tempting to do for ſome time; but am {til} {© 
embarraſſed, that I don't know whether her 
behaviour ariſes from a gaiety of difpotit'on, 
and a deſire to pleaſe the company, or on 
levity of mind and diſregard to me. If I (id 
not love her, I ſhould not be thus unhap/y, 
but ſhe has ever had my whole heart, an! 'tis 
natural for a man to centre all his cares, wer? 
he has placed all his treaſure. I am ige 
to you for your letter, and beg it mas 
ſecret ; but I ſhall never be able fo fully 0 
purſue your advice as I would do, till fone 
circumitances reſpefting her conduct are clear- 
ed up, and which time and due attention h 
perhaps effect. I do not intend to * 1 
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life of jealouſy, Madam, but I want to be 
ſatisfied, I am with the moſt perfect reſpect 


and eſteem, Tours, &c. 
From a Lady to her Huſband, who was jealous 
of her. 
My dear Huſband, 


RS. Ves has done me the friendſhip. 

and juſtice to ſend me your letter, and 
directed me to make an apology to you in her 
behalf for the Rep the has taken; but I am 
15 terrified, fo amazed at the contents, that I 
know not what I do.— Speak to you, I cannot, 
hut I can tell the truth in writing; and the. 
truth, my dear, is this; I never ſwerved from 
my duty to you, in any reſpe&; I never had 
a thought to your diſadvantage, nor ever did 
any thing with deſign ta make you uneaſy, If 
my gay deportment diſpleaſed you, or any 
pr: of my conduct gave you pain, you ſhould 
une told me ſo--indeed you hould:-and have 
prevented me from going on in a daily courſe 
of chiſobliging you. Had you given me the 
gast hint of your uneaſineſs (and ſure it would 
ne come better from you, and with leſs pain 
tune, than from any other) I ſhould have im- 
n::diately changed my conduct; for- a more 
reſtrained 
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reſtrained behaviour will be as eaſy to me 24 
this. I can judge what you feel, from the 
pain any apprehenſion of the kind would bare 
given me; and I am truly unhappy in having 
been the cauſe of making you ſo. I don't 
blame you, my dear, for this groundle(: (ul- 
picion, (tho' it reflefts on my character) be- 
cauſe I believe, it proceeds from the affe ion 
you bear me ; but left any mutual friends, 
who are often mutual enemies, ſhould have 
done me this kindneſs, I beg for your ſabe, 3 
well as my own, that my conduct may be 
brought to the moſt ſtrit and ſevere ſcrutiny ; 
and that you will do me the juſtice and Kin. 
neſs, to write down every thing tha! you 
have heard or ſeen amiſs in me, that | may 
have an opportunity of clearing up every 
doubt that may be fixed in your mind ; for 
till that is done, it will be impoſſible tor v3 
to be perfectly happy. I ain, and cver 

ſhall be, Your faithfe and truly 

affetionate wife. 
From an Uncle to his Nephew, againſt ſudilin 
Intimacies, 
Dear NEPHEW, 

AS nothing in the conduct of human |'te ' 
of greater importance than the ghoice at 
your 
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your friends; you will permit me, I hope, 


to adviſe you in all cafes where your happineſs 
is concerned. I am forry to hear, that you 
have lately contracted a cloſe mtimacy with 
Mr. Trigg, who, notwithſtanding al! that vi- 
vacity and humour, which makes him gene- 
rally chought an agreeable companion, is of au 
— character, of very looſe principles, 
and by his vices has rendereil his circum- 
ltances not the moſt happy. I am, therefore, 
the more concerned at hearing, that you are 
hardly ever afunder : I dread, leſt he ſhould 
lead you into his debaucheries ; left you ſhould 
learn of him, to treat every ſerious ſubject 
with contempt ; and leſt he ſhould involve you 
in that ruin, which by his vicious conduct he is 
bringing upon himſelf. Let me, my dear ne- 
phevz, prevail on you to break off an acquaint- 
ance that can be attended with no advantage 
on your bde, though it may on his. You muſt 
not think that every man, whoſe converſation is 
agreeable, is fit to be treated as a ftiend. You 
ought to put ſome reſtraint upon that natural 
„penneſs of heart, and frankneſs of diſpoſition, 
which 1s, in other reſpects, ſo commendable ; 
and always remember, that friendſhips too hal- 
til contracted generally end in repentance, and 
1! you proceed with him, I am afraid he w Aal 

Y teach 
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teach you that wiſdom at your own expense, 
or ruin, which I" may have by only f 


ing the advice of, 
Your affectionate Luc. 


To @ young Lady, on keeping Company ci 4 


Gentleman of- a bad Character. 


Dear Siſter, 
Y alfection for you, and the natural 
concern I have in whatever reſp-ts 
our reputation, obliges me to inform yon, 
Fat people begin to talk very freely of you 24 
Ir. $-uth, who has been ſet n with you at bot! 
theatres, and other public places. It gives me 
ain to tell you, that this muſt, at leaſt, :ctlect 
Upon your prudence, as he is known to be 
rofefied rake, and makes a common boa? of 
the favours he has received from your ſex, 
whoſe criminal fondneſs is the conſtant ſubje& 
f his mirth and ridicule. There is but tov 
much reaſon to fear that his idle boaſts of this 
Kind, are not entirely without foundation; 
and to conclude, that the deſigns of ſuch a 
man are far from being honourable, How 
many arts may ſo great a profligate make ue 
of to undermine your virtue ? But though all 
his endeavours of this kind ſhould prove inet- 
ſectual, Fet you cannot be known publick'y t- 
Converts 
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converſe with him, and to give him your 
company, without receiving a terrible wound 
in your reputation; for though I know you : 
publickly make a game of him, as I thin 
every woman of ſenſe muſt of to arrogant and 
ſtupid a coxcomb, yet, as it is a univerſal 
maxim, that people are known by their cm - 
pany, you'll find the molt innocent actions 
will he miſrepreſented, and turned to your dif< 
advantage. Therefore, my dear filter, if os 
love your friends, if you value your own peace 
of mind, or that jewe}, your reputation, avoid 
him, and all fuch company. I am, my deu, 
Man affectionately yours, 


5 — —— — — 


To a young Lady on her f going to London, 

containing proper ad vice on that Occaſion, 
My dear SALLY, ; | 
A your brother informs me you are going 
to London, a place replete with every 
kind of vice, you muft give me leave to offer 
you ſome inftruftions with regard to your con- 
| duct there ; for there, my dear, you may ex- 
| pet many folicitations will be made, and ſnares 
. artully laid, to rob you of your innocence and 

| vour virtue. 

As we have fo many more male than fe- 
| male writers, it is no wonder that the vices 
4 dof and 
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ard foibles of women are moſt maliciouſly ſa- 
tirized, and placed in an unfavourable ght, 
while little notice is taken of the villainous be- 
haviour of our maſters the men : Thele lords 
of the creation who trample innocence and ju - 
ſtice under foot, and rejoice in the power that 
is given them. 

In their tranſactions with each other, the) 
are obliged to keep up an appearance of h. 
bity, while with regard to us, every ſtratagein, 
every deceit is put in practice, to corrupt the 
innocent and betray the unwary. But why it 
ſhould be leſs a crime to deceive an innocent 
unexperienced girl, whoſe age and fituation 
render it impoſſible ſhe ſhould know the wor, 
than it would be to direct a blind man to the 
extremity of a precipice, I am at a lots to 
imagine; yet cuttom, that tyrant cultom, has 
taught us this and many more abſurdities. 

As example, however, is more prevalent 
than precept, I thall illuſtrate what I have (11 
by the following ſtory, which upon en 
you will find true, and which I hope . 
a proper eftect on your mind, and 
meaſure influence your future conduc! 

Mrs. Jenny ““ having lately lot |! 
ther, that ſhe might not be a burden 
mother, who had tor her own ſupport 
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mall annuity, determined to apply to a rela- 
tion in London, for her aſſiſtance in getting 
her a genteel ſervice, In order to this, ſhe 
took a place in a tage coach; the other paſ- 
lengers were an elderly gentlewoman and her 
ton, a lad of about fifteen, and three gentle- 
men. The early hour of ſetting out, and their 
heing entire ſtrangers to each other, kept them 
almoft ſilent for the firſt ten miles: By this time 
the young ſpark grew exceeding ſick, and the 
indulgent mother inſiſted on being ſet down at 
the firit town they came to, ſaying, her child's 
health was dearer to her than all the London: 
'n the eyorld, They were now near the town 
where the coach uſually puts up that the com- 
pany might breakfaſt. They no ſooner arrived, 
than the young man and his mother retired to 
a chamber, leaving our country-woman to pur- 
ſue her journey, without any of her own ſex to 
accompany her. The firſt day was paſt with- 
out any more than the common civility of 
bearing her expences, which was equally di- 
v:ded between the three men; only now and 
then a {mile of approbation, accompanied with 
a ſigh, ſeemed as it were to eſcape from the 
centeeleſt and beſt drefs'd of them, whenever 
ihe by chance caſt her eyes on his. At ſup- 
per, he ſhewed the utmoſt afliduity to pleaſe 
Y 3 her, 
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her, infiſted on her being lodged in the beſt 
10m in the houſe, and, in ſhort, ſpared nei- 
ther cough nor expence to render himſelt a- 
grecable. Thus they went on for the firit three 
days; but, on the fourth, which was to be the 
laſt of their being together, he appeared dil. 
concerted and unealy. At noon, be intreated 
her to permit him to walk with her in th- 
arden of the inn, where they dined, for a 
w minutes : There he made the warmett 
— of love, mixed with the moſt o. 
appeals to heaven, that he had no ot!1e: 
views than thoſe which were for her honour 
and intereſt; he told her, he muſt unavoidably 
be unhappy if ſhe refuſed to let him know 
where he might ſee her again. To all this the 
reply d, that providence had placed ber in uct: 
a ſituation, that it was impaſſible ſhe mon 
grant his requeſt, fince ſhe did not know where 
xe ſhould be fixed; as her buſineſs in town 
was only to get a ſervice. - A ſervice | he c- 
turned with ſome emotion; No, no, that mutt 
never be the caſe, while I have an eſtate to 
maintain, or bands to work for you. I am at 
preſent poſſeſs d of upwards of 400 J. a year; 
and expect, by the death of an uncle, more 
than double my fortune. If, dearelt creature, 
I am ſo happy as not to be diſagreeable to you, 


content 


r I I 


a: well as Important Occagions. 327 
conſent to ſhare it with me. By this time the 
coachman called, which relieved Jenny from 
her embarraſſment. At length they art iyed at 
their journey's end. She was met at the inn 
by her couſin, to whoſe houſe ſhe went tor that 
night. As they were getting into a hackney 
coach, ſhe oblerved her lover ſpeak to the 
coachman, and look earneſtly at the coach 
door, but ſhe knew not what this meant, 
Next day ſhe was furprized at hearing herſelf 
called by a voice ſhe knew to be her fellow-tra- 
veller's. This interview was the forerunner 
of many more; till at laſt, after a iciet en- 
quiry into his character and circumſtances, ſhe 
conſented to be his wife; but as their mar- 
ringe was to be kept private, he faengt the 
Heet as the moſt proper place for the ꝓer- 
{ormance of the ceremony. This, with ſome 
reluctance, ſhe agreed to; when, as if recol- 
iceting himſelf, he cried, There can be no oc» 
calton for our running the hazard of being ſeen, 
ſince a miniſter will come to us, and it will be 
equally valid. This alſo, weak and unthink- 
ig, ſhe conſented to. The next day they went 
io 2 tavern, and he ordered a drawer, whom 
he atked for at the bar, to go for a clergyman 
irom the Fleet. This ſame drawer ſerved for 
both father and derk, The falemp ceremony 
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being over, he carried her to genteel lodging 
at the court end of the town, where he be- 
haved with the utmoſt ' tenderneſs for three 
months.--. She was now with child, and he be- 
gan to be leis frequent in his viſits ; when one 

ay on her deſiring leave to acquaint her mo- 
ther with her Lappineſs, he told her, that han. 
pineſs was hers no longer than ſhe kept it 1 
lecret, and immediately left her. She faw him 
no more tor ſeveral days; and when he came 
home, he was in the height of ill humour, 
and told her he was going out of town for a 
fortnight. She aſked him for money for her 
. ſupport, when flinging her a guinea, he fiounc d 
out of the room. This behaviour, fo different 
from what ſhe had reaſon to expect, filled het 
heart with anguiſh, and her eyes with teas. 
But who can deſcribe the aſtoniſhment, the mi- 
ſery, the torture, of this poor creature, when 
the woman of the houſe told her, ſhe must 
provide herſelf with other lodgings ; for ic 
gentleman whom ſhe called lier huſband, had 
paid her to that time, and told her, ſhe mot 
expect no more from him! She ran —— ſh- 
flew to the tavern where ſhe was married; hut 
on enquiry, found the drawer had been dis. 
charged two months before: ſhe then aſked, 


if any of the family knew the miniſter that 
WIG 


—— 
* 


ns abell as Important Occasioxs. 329 
was ſent for by Mr. ****, but they all pre- 
tended ignorance. Thus artfully deprived of 
every relource, to whom could ſhe apply for 
juſtice? The wretch that betrayed her was 
flown ; her kinſwoman refuſed her ſuccour, 
calhd her ay infamous creature; and to com- 
picat her miſery, told her, that ſhe had the 
vcek before received a letter, which gave an 
account of the death of her mother. Loaded 
with grief, ſhe returned to her lodgings: The 
woman had compaſſion enough to let her re- 
main there that night, and the next morning 
ſhe was in a high fever. Theexpences of an 
apothecary and nurſe ſoon diſſipated her little 
lie, and the pity of her landlady did not con- 
tinue much longer. By this ume the ſtrength 
of her conſtitution got the better of the diſ- 
temper ;z and ſhe lives to feel more diſtreſs, 
Pray think of this, my dear, and believe me 


to he, Dear Sally, 
Your moſt affeftionate fumble ſervant, 
From an Aunt 10 her Niece, containing ſome 
Inſtruct ions for young Ladies to judge of 
Propoſals of Marriage made to them. 
Dear POLLY, 
HE friendſhip I had for your dear mother, 
and the entire confidence ſhe always 
placed in me, will make me ever and” 
or 


339 LETTERS on the malt Common 
for the welfare of her family; you'll thc-ture 
pardon me, I hope, if in my letters 1 foine- 
times 1 to offer you advice. I dont 
pretend to be wiſer than you, my dear, bu: 
E I know ſome things that you have ao! 
ad the opportunity of being acquainted with ; 
and it what I have learned with pains aud 
with expence, can be conveyed to you gratis, 
and without any trouble, you are ſure to be 
na loſer by the bargain. Yeu are now, 1y 
dear, removed to London; where your per- 
ſonal charms, and endowments of min, will 
attract many admirers; and your fortune, 
which is large, will probably engage m:ny 
more. Your bulinels, my dear Polly, 1s to 
diſtinguiſh the one from the other, and tv 
make a due difference between him who 
makes love to your perſon, and bim whole 
aftc&on is centered ſolely in your pocket, 
But this will be difficult for you to do with- 
out the advice and aſſiſtance of your feen 
and guardians; make them therefore your 
confidents in this affair; and never lend your 
ear to impertinent go-betweens and infamous 
match-makers, who are bribed by the ha- 
rs and coxcombs about town to betray 
adies of fortune into their hands, an us, 


according to their general method, they wil 
perhaps 


— 
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perhaps attempt by repreſenting to you, 
„That ſome fine gentieman of great merit 
and fortune is deeply in love with you. 

„ That he has ſeen you at ſome public 
& place, and 1s unpatient ta makę to you 4 
„ declaration of his pathon. 

That he would not willingly make any aver- 
© tures to your guardian till he knows what 
« reception he ſhall meet with from yourſelf. 

* That your guardian may probably raiſe 
* ſuch objections, as may be altogether 
© graundlels. 

„That in caſe he has any daughters of 
* his own, he may paſſibly be inclined to 
* (ce them dilpoſed of firſt, 

„That your fortune being in his hands, 
* he may have occaſion to make uſe af it, and 
* conſequently be unwilling to part with it. 

That he may have private views in mar- 
* crying you to ſome friend of his own, with» 
out conſulting your inclination or intereſt. 

„That it wauld be improper, therefore, 
* for your guardian to be intruſted with the 
60 . till you have feen the party pro- 
„ poled, 

„That, after all, it lay in your o. breaſt, 
© either to admit of, or decline his offer, 

That the propoler, for ber part, was al- 
together 


_ — 
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c together diſintereſted in the affair, and ad 
% no other view than the bringing about a 
« match that might prove * y for 
5 both parties. 

% That, in a word, there could be 90 
% harm in accepting of a line trom ':* 
« gentleman, if an interview fhould be 
e thought improper.” 

Difcountenance with warmth and wenn 
ment all ſuch officious bufy-bodies, «1. 
boldly affure them, 

* That you are determined to liſten to 10 
% propolitions, how ſeemingly advanizgeous 
« ſoever, without the approbation ar con. 
« ſent of your guardians, or other piiciv1s 
c friends.” 

For they, you may be aſſured, are the 
people who ſtudy your happineſs. 

Such a prudent conduct as this, my 
will make your officious conſidents, 
veners (if they have any ſenſe of ſhane) 
deſiſt from their deſigns upon you; and 
hereby you will be convinced, that ſuc: 
perions are altogether —— of you! 
good opinion or acquaintance, By ſuc! a 
conduct you will never loſe an humb:c te- 
vant that is in the leaſt worthy of your en- 
couragement. For, if the perſon feu) 


loves 


In — _ 
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loves you, and is poſſeſſed of the fortune he 
p:ctends, he will readily apply to your guar- 
dians, and entertain a very favourable opimon 
of your prudence and diſcretion: And in 
caſ- he declines his ſuit, you may juſtly con- 
ciude that his intentions were baſely to be- 
tiay you; and then you'll have juſt reaſon to 
reſoice, that you turn'd a deaf ear to all his 
Atkul inſmuations. 

But if, without the aſſiſtance of a go- be- 
tween, a young fellow ſhould preſume to 
ſend you letters, without firſt making a re- 
gzular application to your parents, or guar- 
dians, you ſhould get ſome friend to write 
to him in the following manner, but be ſure 
you do not write yourſelf, 

StR, 

[ am to inform you, that Miſs Jones 
uuns herſelf obliged to every one who has a 
good opinion of her. But ſhe begs that 
you will not give yourſelf, or her, the trouble 
vi 2ny more letters: For things are fo cir- 
callenced, that ſhe has neither inclination 
1» power to encourage your addrefles, 

| I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
ut it a propoſal ſhould come in this 
ee, that you have reaſon to think is 

; inwortly fome attention, your buſineſs, 

| my 
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my dear Polly, is to rebuke the attempt of 
a clandeftine addreſs, Which you may do by 
getting ſome friend to write in the following 
manner, or at leaſt to the ſame purport. 

SIR, 

It may not be improper to acquain! von, 
that Mifs Jones is ſo happy as to have a end 
of experince and probity, in Mr. Millan, 
of New Bond Street, who is her guardian, 
and without whoſe advice ſhe undertahes 
nothing of conſequence ; you may therefore 
reaſonably ſuppoſe that ſhe will not care to 
admit of any propoſals of moment to her, 
that have not paſſed his approbation. This 
ſhe hopes will ſave her and you the trouble 
of any further application. 

I am, Sir, your humble ſer want 

Thus, my dear Polly (emboldened by your 
friendſhip and good opinion of me) I 
endeavoured to offer you tome inttrufton: 
which by and by you way find ufetv!, an: 
I doubt not but you will pay a proper 1597: 
to what I have ſaid ; fince you know 1t comes 
from the heart of one, who will be crear 
licitous for your proſperity ; as her happinc!; 
mult in a great meaſure depend upon yours. 

I am, my drar, 
Tour ever faithful and affedionate . 


1 - 
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From a young Lady to her father, expoſlulating 
againſt a Propoſal of Marriage made to her. 
Honnured Sir, 
] Never till now thought it could be a pain 
to me to anſwer any letter that came from 
my dear papa; but this laſt of yours diſtreſſes 
me to the greateſt degree, as I know not how 
to ſend an anſwer that is conſiſtent with the 
duty I owe and the affection I bear to the beſt 
of parents, without at the ſame time offering 
up my fincerity, and making a ſacrifice of my 
peace and happineſs.— Ah dear Sir, reflect, 
do refſect on the real worth and uſe of riches: 
Do they purchaſe health? Do they purchaſe 
peace? Do they purchaſe happinels? No — 
then why am Ito barter health, and peace, and 
happineſs, for riches ?—The man you propoſe 
to me 1 know you wou'd never have thought 
on but for. his immenſe wealth, for he has 
nothing elſe to recommend him. And I, 
who can live upon a little; I, who at preſent 
have no canker in my heart, and am happy 
in the company of my dear papa and my 
mamma, can never think of giving up this 
ace and tranquility, and of throwing my- 
t at the mercy of a brute, that I deteſt, for 
the lake of being thought worth a large ſum 
o money that 1 don't want, and can make 
no 
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no uſe of. Theſe are truths that I am a{4ai4 
will be diſagreeable to you, and therefore tis 
with pain I write them; but, my dear pa, 
what pain wou'd it give you to ſee me made 
for ever miſerable. I know what would her. 
ten my days, would put an end to yours, ſo 
great is your affection for me. The ſenſe o 
that affeftion, and my own love and gratituc- 
to you, the beſt of parents, will make mie 
ſubmit to any thing. Do by me as you pleal?, 
but pray think of the conſequences ; an 
believe me to be, Honoured Sir, your 111/} 
dutiful, affettionate, and obedient daughter. 


From an Aunt to her Nephew, who had com- 
plained ill Succeſs in bis Addreſſes. 
Dear Nephew, 
1 Did not think you had been ſuch a puſ 
nimous numps till I received your letter 
complaining of the cruelty of Mrs, ***, Why 
did you expect a Lady of her beauty, fortune, 
and good ſenſe, would drop into your arms in 
a moment? Sure you muſt have a comfortable 
portion of vanity, as well as folly, nephew, is 
expect ſuch uncommon conceſſions, —Y ou 'a; 
the ſuit will be fruitleſs, how do you know / 
She has given yon no flat denial, nor hu; fie 
pcremptoriily forbid your viſits, or refuſed to 
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receive your letters; be thankful for that, and 
attend conſtantly till ſne thinks you have done 
duty enough to deſerve her. Lovers like 
loldiers ſhould ſuſtain the charge with patience, 
and when repulſed and beaten off, rally again 
and renew the ftorm with vigour, and not 
run away from their colours and leave their 
treaſure behind them. A lady, nephew, in 
her ũtuation may not happen always to ſpeak 
as the means. No, 20, may chance to mean 
375 3 as two negatives make an affirmative ; 
and you ought to be ſcholar enough to con- 


ſtrue the meaning, and to make a proper 
conſtruction of her whole words and behaviour 
united together. She is a Lady of good ac- 


compliſhments, my dear nephew, and her 
affections muſt be engaged by degrees; ſhe 
looks on matrimony as a momentous affair, 
as a ſtate either of happineſs or miſery z and 
will not ſuffer an ill- grounded paſſion to lead 
her into a labyrinth, from which ſhe can 
never extricate herſelf, If this Jady 1s taken, 
it muſt be by good ſenſe and perſeverance z 
and that I am perſuaded may do with my al- 
ſiſtance, which you are welcome to, for as 
the lady is fo amiable, I cannot but approve 
and commend your choice. 
I am, your affectionate Aunt. 
Z From 


— 
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From one Lady to another, Pngitiring the Cha. 
radler of Maid Servant. 

Manam, 
Mm Young woman whoſe name is Fang 
Johuſon, has applied for a ſervice in my 
family. She ſays ſhe lived three years with 
you, and can have a good character, lich 
me is a great recommenglation ; but as I do 
not know the truth of this, and, as it would 
he particularly imprudent in me to take 1 
bad woman inte my houſe, I miſt beg the 
#avour of you to let me know how ſhe beliav'd 
in your ſervice, and whether yon ſhink her a 

rſon of modeſty, integrity, and diſcretion. 

I know, Madam, 'tis too common 5 
Ladies of humane difpoſitions, to give ſerv aits 
better characters than they deſerve. We are 
all apt to do it, in hopes they may men! 
their faults for the future; and perhaßs tf 
may. be ſometimes right; but mine is 
in which I am obliged to be very circun hakt 
and exact, and therefore I muſt beg of you 
not to incline too much on the ſide of po0d- 
nature ; fince there are other places that may 
ſuit her very well, though the may be = 
altogether ſo proper for mine. 

T have a daughter, Madam, almoſt a wo- 


man grown, who is as dear to me as a cid 
3 can 
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can be, Gregt care has been taken of her 
education, and ſhe is of an amiable diſpo- 
ſition, and in all reſpeRts a very good child. 
Such-a character one would not have fſacri- 


ficed to the malice of a ſervant, nor a child 


ſo dear and valuable, and one who has Tome 
tortune, ſeduced, or attempted by needy per- 
{op3, becauſe they have money enough to 
engage her maid in their ſervice. 

I beg pardon, Madam, for giving you fo 
much trouble on this occaGon, which I ſhould 
not have done, but you ſee how extremely 
improper it would be to admit.a ſervant into 
my family, who is not truſty and of a good 
diſpoſition, I have the honour to be, with 
the greateſt reſpett, Madam, f 

Your meſt obedient humble ſervant, 


From a Lady with the Character of a Mai- 


Sereyant, in arfwer to the foregoing. 
Mavan, 
1 Own to you that I, like many others, 
have been perhaps too partgg] to ſervants 
I have parted with; and, if they were honeft, 
have concealed their faults on promiſe of their 
amendment; but in caſe of diſhoneſty T never 


| 


ſpare them, In anſwer however to the letter 


you have written me, I ſhall tell you the 
| 22 moſt 


| 
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moſt perfect truth, without reſerve, and con- 
ceal nothing which I think it my duty to 
fay, or your intereſt to know, 

The ſervant, who has offered herſelf to 
f. Madam, lived with me three years, and 

arted with her becauſe ſhe gave me, in 
aniwer to a complaint I made, ſome tart ex- 
preſſions, which I thought ſavoured of dif. 


reſpect. This ſhe was ſorry for afterwards, 


and aſked my pardon ; but I would not &<ep 
her, leit from her having been ſo long in the 
family, ſhe ſhould, after this, think herlelf 
of more conſequence to me than ſhe really 
was. And ſometimes, Madam, even the 
heft tempers, you know, may live too long 
together. 

I don't know how far this may plead 
#gainſt her, but as it is all that can be ob- 
jected to a perſon otherwiſe very defirable, ! 
think was the caſe my own, I ſhould not 
conſtrue it particularly to her diſadvantage ; 
for I muſt do her the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that ſhe might have ſome provocation. She 
is a perſon of good ſenſe and diſcretion ; | 
have always found her very faithful and hone't ; 
and, as the world goes, I do not think you 
will mert with a better ſervant, ; 

I am, Madam, yours, &c. 
From 
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From a Gentleman to his Son juft arrived from | 
Paris; againſt ſervile Complaiſance and 
Talkativeneſs; with ſame Directions jor 


behaving politely in Company, 
Dear Tou, 


HERE is ſomething in your behaviour 
fince you retuined from Paris that dil | 
pleaſes me, and I muſt frankly tell you, | 


that I don't think you are at all benefited 
by travelling. You have, by keeping com- 
pany with coxcombs, or by miſtaking cere- 


meny for politeneſs, contraſted a habit of | 


not only talking much, and in a very frothy, 
triffing manner, but of ſacrificing every thin 
to compliment. Even your ſincerity is off 


„p to ceremony; and you think yourſelf o- 


blized in point of good manners, to agree, 


like Polonus in the play, with every thing 


that is ſaid, whether rigkt or wrong. You 
don't want underſtanding, Tom ; nor are you 
without a good ſhare of learning: And yet 
that eternal ſimper, that cringe — yy 
ne/s, render both ſuſpected, and tire all your 
acquamtance, who (I am told) laugh at your 
behaviour, and ſpeak of this behind your 
back, though they have not friendſhip enough 
to confeſs it to your face, But your father, 
who loves you ſincerely, and who couliders 

Z 3 you 
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as a part of himſelf, can never ſec von 
any thing that may turn to your difadvan- 


tage, withont warning you of the conſequence; 


for that t.ther muſt have a very bad heart or 
very bad head indeed, who does not intorm 


bis fon of his faults. Yours is not an error 


of difpolition, but of judgment, and there- 


| fore it may be eaſily rectified. Yoo, I know, 


my dear Tom, intend it for-civikty and polite - 
neis, but you are miſtaken, Forced and at- 
tecte:} compliments are the reverſe, Poiitene's 
is ever attended with eaſe and frcedoin, and 
deſpiſes every thing that is unnataral. Beſides, 
this cring ing and tawning render your ftrcer!/y 


fuſpeted. Thoſe who make large profeiliors 


to cvery-body, ate eftecmed by no body : it 18 
wh} confidered as froth, and their friendſhip 1? 
fuppolſed to be as trifting, whpid, and trouble- 
ſome, as their converfation. Caſt off there- 
fore, my dear Tom, this fort of behaviour, 
and put on one that 1s more manly, and con- 
Stent with the character of your family, Wh 
were always eſteemed for their opennels, (e- 
dom, and ſincerity, which intitles a man 10 
more reſpect than all the fine ſpeeches and 
low bows in the world. Not that I won 
have you entirely difregard what you brought 
from the dancing ſchtool; A proper deport- 


ment 
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ment is neceſſary, and even a little 1 
may be conſiſtent with politeneſs and g 
manners; tis the excels that makes it blame - 
able, Look at Mr. Molzſwworth, (for in this 
caie one example is better than ten precepts) 
he is eſteemed an accompliſhed gentleman, 
every one is pleaſed with his behaviour, all 
are charmed with his converiation ; and the 
means he purſued to attain this art of plea- 
ling univerſally, ate theſe : 

He takes care to keep nane but good com- 
pany, (tor by his company he is fenfible that 
he jhall be known aud diſtinguiſhed) among 
fuch tus cats are ever open to receive inſtruc- 
ion; for he conſiders that a filent young man 
gene rally makes a wiſe aud one. He attends 
to every body, and {peaks but little, and that 
not till he bas heard and collected rhe opinions 
of the whole compauy; well knowing that 
he ſhall profit more hy hearing, than by ipeak= 
ing en any ſubject; and that. by this means 
he not only fathoms the capacities of the com- 
pan y, but alſo gratifics, aß it were, and obliges 
cuch perſon, by giving him an opportunity to 
talk, and eſpecially, when with proper queſ- 
tions he introduces ſiich ſubjects as each man 
can ſpeak to with propriety and judgment. 
This he does with wonderful dexterity, and 
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offers every one an occaſion of diſplaying his 
talents; for he knows, that in order to keep 
up a univerſal! good humour, every man ſhould 
be pleaſed with himſelf, as well as with his 
company. And pray what pleaſes a man 
more, than to have an opportunity of letting 
the circle know that he is ſomebody, How 
unlike him are thoſe, who having ſeen nothing 
of the world, expoſe themſelves to contempt 
and ridicule, by impertinently giving thei: 
opinion of things they do not underſtand ? 
What Mr. Moleſavorth ſays is always to the 
N is properly addreſſed, and every body 

ears him with ſatisfaction ; for tho” he 15 
young in years, he is old in experience and 
underſtanding, When he ſpeaks, it is always 
with a becoming eaſe and freedom. He has 
reſolution enough to defend and ſupport the 
truth, but always delivers his ſentiments in {1c} 
Aa manner, that it may not appear like dictai- 
ing to the company; and when he has done, 
he hears others (let them differ from him eve! 
ſo much) with patience, complacency, an 
temper. In ſhort, Tom, exceſs of ceremony will 
never gain a man friends, but impertinent 
babbling will undoubtedly create him enemies; 
for converſation is a 3 which every man 


is entitled to a ſhare of who is preſent: ow 
—_ 
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why ſhould any one expect to have the whole 
fealt to himſelf? Beſides, the very end of con 
verlation, which is improvement, is thereby 
deftroyed ; for he who always falls has no 
time to hear, and conſequently can reap no 
benefit from what is ſaid in company. An- 
other vice in converſation (if I may be allowed 
that expreſſion) I would caution you againit, 
and that is talking obſcenely, which is not 
only a mark of a depraved mind, but of low 
breeding, and is never encouraged but in the 
company of fools; ſince, as my Lord Rof- 
common juſtly obſerves, 

Immodefl words admit of no defence, 

For want of decency is want of ſenſe. 


I am, my dear fon, your truly affeAionate fathers 


CARDS of Compliment, &c. 

To invite a young Lady to an aſſembly, 

Mr. and Mrs. Singleton's compliments to 
Mils Williams, they hope to have the plea- 
lure of her company to the aſſembly. A 
corner of their coach is at her ſervice, and 
tney beg leave to wait on her at fix. 

1neſday morning, 

An ANSWER-» 

Miſs Williams begs her compliments to the 

obliging Mr. and Mrs. Singleton, She is 
truly 


— - 
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and will! do herſelf the plealure to wait cn 
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truly ſenfible of the honour they intend her? 


them at the time propoſed. 
Tueſday noon. 


From a Lady to her intimate acquaintance in 
viting her to Dinner. 

The bride: and bridegroom dine with Mrs, 
Jones to-morrow, and they join with her n 
toliciting the favour of Mrs. Thompſon's goul 
company, as the only thing that can add 19 
their happineſs. None of your ſecond-haud 
apologies, pray now; for indeed, my scar, 
you muſt come. We are to be very merry. 

Wedneſday morning. 


An Excuje to a Lady of Quality for diſch- 


ointing her, 
Mrs. Richardſon ſends her moſt refpe® ful 
compliments to Lady Lowewwell, and 


her Ladyſhip will do her the jultice to | 


eve, that is inexpreſfibly concerned that 

ſhe could not have the honour of waiting on 

her yeſterday ; had ſhe received the card her 

Ladyſhip fent, in any tolerable time, fhe ſhould 

not have failed in her duty; but ſhe was on 

a party of pleaſure with Mits Bloom, and did 

not fee the meſſage the was honoured with i! 

this morning. | 
Saturday noon, From | 
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Fram a Lady inviting a Gentleman to be of a 
Party at Cards the next day. 

Mrs. Jones's compliments to Mr. Langham ; 
ſhe is to have a few friends at Cards to mor- 
row, and cannot think of tuch an evening 
without him. Hopes he is not engaged, 

Monday 3 Oclock. 

The ANSWER. 

Mr. Langham had the honour to receive 
Mis. Jones's card, which te conſiders as the 
grtcateſt compliment, and will do himſelf the 
pleuſitre to wait on her in the evening. 


Tuefday morning. 

From a Lady, inviting a Gentleman to à Party 
al Cards the ſame Day. 

Mrs. Thompſon pieſents her moſt ſincere re- 
ſpects to Mr. Jones. She has ſome friends 
engage for this evening, about four tables, 
which ſhe thought herfeli obliged to inform 
lia of, Begs he will make no apology, for 
ſhe abſolutely depends on tris company. 

1usJday morning. 

An ANSWER. 

Jenes returns his compliments with the ſame 
ſincerity, to the moſt obliging Mrs. Thompſon. 
He fhonld have thought his company agree- 
av1c to her and the zeſt of the party, had he 
WY been 
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| been honoured with her card the day before ; 
| but as it is, he muſt confeſs that he has a fot 
| of an engagement upon his hands, and cannot 
| — do himſelf the honour of waiting on 
| rs. Thompſon, 

Tueſday noon, 


| From a Lady Tb thought herſelf lighted by 
| an Acquaintance. 

Miſs Bloom is ſorry that any accident (191! 
dplige her to give Miſs Pollard the trouble of 
another card, after having loſt ſo many at tus 

, door already; but ſhe has occaſion to fend 
| ſomething to her friend Miſs Hilſon, and has 
forgot the direction. She begs pardon for this 
freedom, and if Miſs Pollard will oblige her 
in this particular, ſhe promiſes to be no fue 


1 


riday noon, 
An ANswER. 

Miſs Pollard does herſelf the honour to [end 
her * ee to Miſs Bloom, She is moſt 
extremely concerned at receiving a C 
her ſo full of reſentment, and does not pretend 
to ſay that her diſpleaſure is without found- 
ation ; but ſhe begs leave to aſſure “ 
Bloom, that there muſt be ſome miſtake u 
affair; ſince it is impoſſible for her Ry 
gu! 
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guiſty of ſo much rudeneſs to a Lady for whom 
ſhe has the moſt perfect affection. Miss Pol- 
lard will do herſelf the pleaſure to wait on 
Miſs Bloom with the direction, and endeavour 
to clear up this miſunderſtanding ; for ſhe can» 
not bear the loſs of a friend that has ever 
deen ſo dear to her. 
Friday 4 o'clock. 


From an Aunt to her Niece, 2who lived un- 
happily with her husband. 


Dear SALLY, . 

OUR father called on me yeſterday, 

and with tears, gave me an account of 

the miſunderſtanding that ſtill ſubſiſts between 
your huſband and you ; which indeed, I had 
heard before, from leveral of your neighbours, 
who with well to you both, and would be 
glad to promote your happineſs. You, I 
hand, to excuſe yourſelf, rail again your huſ- 
band, which, inſtead of healing the difference, 
only makes the breach wider, and is a ſort of 
behaviour that I did not expect from your pru- 
dence, For prudence, I think, will induce a 
good wife to bear a little with her huſband's 
faults without railing, eſpecially if ſhe con- 
fders that both her duty and intereſt require 
it, You lay he is obſtinate, peeviſh and pe- 
tulant. 
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tulant. Lam afraid he is, and your poor fa. 
ther tells me you ave fo too. It that be the 
Gale, and you are both determined in the pus. 
ſuit, there is an end of all happineſs, and 4; 
to no purpoſe to lend you either advice c/ 
aſſiſtance. The beft tempers indeed ure me- 
tines diſcompoled, and the molt oft ate 
people may have words; but how gaht a: 
thoſe things ſet to rights by means of t 
e II dell you a ſtory, my dent, and 

beg you would tell it to your huſband, fc 1 
think it may be of ſervice to you both. 

Archbiſhop Granmer had a niece, whom he 

married to a gentleman every way heut 
point of family. The wedding-day vn 0 
lemnized with great pomp and iplende alter 
winch, according to cuttum, the new - 11 1164 
couple were left alone. Next mommy the 
good archbiſhop went into their chamber, 21d 
enquiring after their health, told than he le! 
a preſent to make them. They were un 

atient to know what it was; but he perfilic 
In concealing it till they both promied hin 
never to wear it at the ſame time; and haviu; 
extorted from them that ſolemn» promile, he 
preſented them with a FooPs Cap. 

Now, my dear, when you ſee vour hutband 


is inclined to wear the cap, I would have v 


he 
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be patient, meek, and mild, give him only 
good words, and he'l! throw it off again pre- 
ſently; when if you pleaſe you may put it 
on, provided he will promiſe you to behave in 
that manner. But the leſs you wear it the 
better, aud if 1 was you, I would not learn 
a bad thing even of my huſband. If you 
manage well, your prudence in time will get 
the better of his paſſion, and he'll acknowledge 
y or {uperiority of underſtinding, and be ad- 
viſed by you in every thing. I with you happy, 
my dear, and am, Mofl affectinnately yours. 
1 Letter from-@ Gentleman at Liſbon, to bis 
Son in London. 

M; dear Fon, | 
RE you receive this from your unhappy 
{ather, you will have heard of the de- 
ſtruction of this place, and of the calamitous 
uation of ſts few remaining inhabitants. 
God m his mercy protet us! All that you 
have heard will fall ſhort of what I have ſeen, 
or no words have energy ſufticrent to convey 
an idea of a ſerene fo amazingly dreudfulb-- 
Your poor mother is no more - Ak me not 
for your fiſters !-And as for myſelf, I am a 
v:pabond, and condemned to ſcek my bread 
dom thoſe who can ill afford to feed me. 
Lut the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
> away 
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away—T am ſatisfied All may be for the 
beſt, and our friends are, I doubt not, fe- 
moved to a more permanent city, whoſe toun- 

dations are not to be ſhaken, and where ſor- 

| row is no more. Let us, my dear child, 
1 to follow them, and that we may do 
jet us fo live here that we may fear n0 
dliſſalution, nor dread what may happen hes 
ter. Let us always be prepared for te 
workt, and not depend on a death-bed repens» 
tance; for you ſee we have not a moment that 
we "can call our own. St. Austin aye, 
ave read of one man who was ſavid 0 if: 
a hour, that none may deſpair, and i bu. 
one,” that none may preſume. How fue, 
how Tooliſh therefore is it to put off that "till 
to-morrow which is fo eflentially neceliary to 
be done to-day ? To-morrow may never come 
Oh think of that! — You may be ſnatchc4 
away in an inſtant, as thouſands here have 
been, for there is no withſtanding the arm ©! 
the Almighty: No; the attempt would be 
vain, would be preſumptuous, would bein- 
pious ; and you will find, my dear fon (1 hope 
not too late) that the os ſecurity againſt 
accidents of this ſort, is the leading a feh- 


gious be; Loa” - 
* e truly affeAionate falber. 
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